Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church
October 9, 2022

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond.
Welcome and Announcements
Stewardship Moment

Merlyn Nielsen

Prelude

Sarah Rodocker

Passing the Peace
Call to Worship
L: Come and worship, from near or far, worship here today.
P: We gather continuing the tradition which began in 1867 as faith ancestors settled in
Seward.
L: We remember that we are shaped by the heritage of both the Evangelical United Brethren and the
Methodist churches.
P: We seek to follow Jesus in the way of John and Charles Wesley as United
Methodism evolves to meet the challenges of the present age.
Hymn

My Lighthouse

Verse 1
In my wrestling and in my doubts
In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

Verse 2
In the silence You won't let
In the questions Your truth will hold
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

Chorus
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse
Shining in the darkness
I will follow You oh
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to shore
Safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore
Verse 3
I won't fear what tomorrow brings
With each morning I'll rise and sing
My God's love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea (C)

Bridge
Fire before us
You're the brightest
You will lead us
Through the storms (hey)
(REPEAT 2X)

CCLI Song # 7002032
Chris Llewellyn | Gareth Gilkeson
© 2013 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 944110

Common Prayer (MKT)
Holy and Loving God, we give thanks for the gift of music — for word, song, and melody that take root
deep inside us. We give thanks for the Wesleyan hymns of faith handed down through the centuries,
many of which continue to resonate with beauty and truth even now. Enable us to sing with gusto. Let
the words remind us of both your love for us all and your call upon each of our lives to follow the
example of Jesus in whose name we pray. Amen.
Children’s Time

JoEllen Axthelm

John Wesley quote, from Sermon 36, “Law Established Through Faith, 2”
“And by faith, taken in its more particular meaning, for a confidence in a pardoning God, we establish
holy law in our own hearts in a still more effectual manner. For there is no motive which so powerfully
inclines us to love God, as the sense of the love of God in Christ. Nothing enables us like a piercing
conviction of this to give our hearts to Christ who was given for us. And from this principle of grateful
love to God arises love to our brother and sister also. Neither can we avoid loving our neighbor, if we
truly believe the love wherewith God hath loved us. Now this love, grounded on faith and love to God,
"worketh no ill to" our "neighbor." … Neither is love content with barely working no evil to our
neighbor. It continually incites us to do good, as we have time and opportunity; to do good, in every
possible kind, and in every possible degree, to all men.”
Scripture: I John 4: 15 - 21
15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have
known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God,
and God abides in them. 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on
the day of judgment, because as Christ is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. 19 We love because God first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate a
brother or sister are liars, for those who do not love a brother or sister, whom they have seen, cannot
love God, whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from Christ is this: those who love
God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Hymn

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

UMH 384

1. Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down;
fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit;
let us find that second rest.
Take away our bent to sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning
set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, Almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

4. Finish, then, thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place
till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Sermon

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty

The Prayers of the People Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the
comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900.
Prayer Hymn

Sanctuary

Sanctuary
Chorus
Lord prepare me
To be a sanctuary
Pure and holy
Tried and true
With thanksgiving
I'll be a living
Sanctuary for You
Song will be repeated with the following words in replace of ’Sanctuary'
Testimony… Missionary…
CCLI Song # 24140
John W. Thompson | Randy Scruggs
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Sharing of Joys & Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Offertory

Sarah Rodocker

Doxology

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

UMH 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
God of Abundance and Grace, you have blessed us that we might be a blessing. Receive the offerings
given this week, whether given in person, online, by mail, or however and grant that these offerings be
faithfully used for the ministries and witness of this congregation. Amen.
Hymn

We Are Marching

TFWS 2235-b

We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching . . . Ooo we are marching in light of God.
We are marching . . . Ooo we are marching in light of God.
We are singing . . .
We are praying . . .
Benediction

Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty

Postlude

Sarah Rodocker
The People of God Go Forth to Serve
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482
and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States

The Seward United Methodist Church, 141. Rejoice, ye pure in heart;
rejoice, give thanks, and sing;
your glorious banner wave on high,
the cross of Christ your King.
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