
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
 

October 2, 2022 
 

 
Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude           Pam McConnell 
 
Passing the Peace 
 
Call to Worship 
L:   Come and worship, from near or far, worship here today.  
P:   We gather continuing the tradition which began in 1867 as faith ancestors settled in 
Seward.  
L:   We remember that we are shaped by the heritage of both the Evangelical United Brethren and the 
Methodist churches.  
P:   We seek to follow Jesus in the way of John and Charles Wesley as United 
Methodism evolves to meet the challenges of the present age.  

Hymn     I Come With Joy      UMH 617 

1 I come with joy to meet my Lord,   2 I come with Christians far and near 
forgiven, loved and free,     to find, as all are fed, 
in awe and wonder to recall    the new community of love 
his life laid down for me,     in Christ's communion bread, 
his life laid down for me.     in Christ's communion bread. 

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,  4 And thus with joy we meet our Lord 
each proud division ends.     His presence, always near, 
The love that made us makes us one,   is in such friendship better known; 
and strangers now are friends,    we see and praise him here, 
and strangers now are friends.    we see and praise him here, 



5 Together met, together bound, 
we'll go our different ways, 
and as his people in the world, 
we'll live and speak his praise, 
we'll live and speak his praise. 

Common Prayer (MKT) 
Holy and Loving God, we give thanks for the gift of music — for word, song, and melody that take root 
deep inside us. We give thanks for the Wesleyan hymns of faith handed down through the centuries, 
many of which continue to resonate with beauty and truth even now. Enable us to sing with gusto. Let 
the words remind us of both your love for us all and your call upon each of our lives to follow the 
example of Jesus in whose name we pray. Amen.  

Children’s Time          JoEllen Axthelm 

John Wesley quote, from Sermon 16, “The Means of Grace”  
 
“…the means into which different [people] are led, and in which they find the blessing of God, are 
varied, transposed, and combined together, a thousand different ways. Yet still our wisdom is to 
follow the leadings of God’s providence and Spirit; to be guided herein, (more especially as to the 
means wherein we ourselves seek the grace of God,) partly by God’s outward providence, giving us the 
opportunity of using sometimes one means, sometimes another, partly by our experience, which it is 
whereby God’s free Spirit is pleased most to work in our heart. And in the mean time, the sure and 
general rule for all who groan for the salvation of God is this, -- whenever opportunity serves, use all 
the means which God has ordained; for who knows in which God will meet thee with the grace that 
bringeth salvation?” 
 
Scripture:  Luke 22:19-20  
19 Then Jesus took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And he did the 
same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my 
blood.  

Hymn     Because Thou Hast Said    UMH 635 

1. Because thou hast said: "Do this for my sake," 2. 'Tis here we look up and grasp at thy mind, 
the mystical bread we gladly partake;   'tis here that we hope thine image to find 
we thirst for the Spirit that flows from above,  the means of bestowing thy gifts we embrace; 
and long to inherit thy fullness of love.   but all things are owing to Jesus' grace. 

Sermon   “Because Thou Hast Said”          Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 

The Prayers of the People Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the 
comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 
 
Prayer Hymn   Come and Fill Our Hearts    TFWS 2157 
 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
You alone, O God, are holy.  
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, 
Alleluia! 
 



Sharing of Joys & Concerns   
Pastoral Prayer   
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Offertory              Pam McConnell    
 
Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 

Special Music   Let Us Break Bread Together   Liturgical Dance 

Prayer of Dedication  
God of Abundance and Grace, you have blessed us that we might be a blessing. Receive the offerings 
given this week, whether given in person, online, by mail, or however and grant that these offerings be 
faithfully used for the ministries and witness of this congregation. Amen.  

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Celebrant Pastors: Mary Kay Totty and JoEllen Axthelm 

For Holy Communion, if at home, you may use whatever simple elements you have at hand — bread, crackers, 
pita, juice, water, wine. If you are at the in person worship please follow the instructions given by the Pastor. 
The sacrament of communion is open to all persons. Our communion bread is gluten free. 
Prayers of the Great Thanksgiving (spoken responsively)   
   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
You formed us in your image 
and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, 
your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from captivity, 
made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through the prophets. 
And so, 
with your people on earth 
and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



Holy, holy, holy One, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
Your Spirit anointed him 
to preach good news to the poor, 
to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come 
when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant 
by water and the Spirit. 
When  Jesus ascended, 
he promised to be with us always, 
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is the bread of life which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; 
this is the cup of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me." 

And so, 
in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, 
in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and cup. 
Make them be for us the bread of life and the cup of grace, 



that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by grace. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory 
and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn    Now Let Us From This Table Rise   UMH 634 

1 Now let us from this table rise    2 With minds alert, upheld by grace 
renewed in body, mind, and soul;    to spread the word in speech and deed, 
with Christ we die and live again,    we follow in the steps of Christ, 
his selfless love has made us whole.   at one with all in hope and need. 

3 To fill each human house with love,   4 Then grant us courage, Father God, 
it is the sacrament of care;     to choose again the pilgrim way, 
the work that Christ began to do    and help us to accept with joy 
we humbly pledge ourselves to share.   the challenge of tomorrow's day. 

Benediction               Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 

Postlude           Pam McConnell 
  

The People of God Go Forth to Serve  
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482   

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686   
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,   

by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States   
The Seward United Methodist Church, 141. Rejoice, ye pure in heart;  

rejoice, give thanks, and sing;  
your glorious banner wave on high,  

the cross of Christ your King.  
1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434  

Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159  
E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org   

Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


