
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
 

September 25, 2022 
 

 
Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude           Deb Snell 
 
Passing the Peace 
 
Call to Worship 
L:   Come and worship, from near or far, worship here today.  
P:   We gather continuing the tradition which began in 1867 as faith ancestors settled in 
Seward.  
L:   We remember that we are shaped by the heritage of both the Evangelical United Brethren and the 
Methodist churches.  
P:   We seek to follow Jesus in the way of John and Charles Wesley as United 
Methodism evolves to meet the challenges of the present age.  

Hymn    Jesus, Thine All-Victorious Love      UMH 422  

1. Jesus, thine all-victorious love    2. O that in me the sacred fire 
shed in my heart abroad;     might now begin to glow; 
then shall my feet no longer rove,    burn up the dross of base desire 
rooted and fixed in God.     and make the mountains flow! 

3. O that it now from heaven might fall   4. Refining fire, go through my heart, 
and all my sins consume!     illuminate my soul; 
Come, Holy Ghost, for thee I call,    scatter thy life through every part 
Spirit of burning, come!     and sanctify the whole. 

Common Prayer (MKT) 
Holy and Loving God, we give thanks for the gift of music — for word, song, and melody that take root 



deep inside us. We give thanks for the Wesleyan hymns of faith handed down through the centuries, 
many of which continue to resonate with beauty and truth even now. Enable us to sing with gusto. Let 
the words remind us of both your love for us all and your call upon each of our lives to follow the 
example of Jesus in whose name we pray. Amen.  

Children’s Time          JoEllen Axthelm 

Quote from John Wesley, from Sermon 12, “The Witness of Our Own Spirit” 
 
 “God made us thinking beings, capable of perceiving what is present, and of reflecting or 
looking back on what is past. In particular, we are capable of perceiving whatsoever passes in our own 
hearts and lives; of knowing whatsoever we feel or do; and that either while it passes, or when it is 
past. This we mean when we say, a human is a conscious being: Humans have consciousness, or 
inward perception, for things present and past, relating to themselves, of their own tempers and 
outward behavior. But what we usually term conscience, implies somewhat more than this. It is not 
barely the knowledge of the present or the remembrance of our preceding life. To remember, to bear 
witness either of past or present things, is only one, and the least office of conscience: Its main 
business is to excuse or accuse, to approve or disapprove, to acquit or condemn.”  

Scripture Matthew 7:1-5 
“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2 For the judgment you give will be the judgment you 
get, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 3 Why do you see the speck in your 
neighbor’s eye but do not notice the log in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let 
me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log 
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.  

Hymn    I Want a Principle Within        UMH 410  

1. I want a principle within     2. From thee that I no more may stray, 
of watchful, godly fear,     no more thy goodness grieve 
a sensibility of sin,      grant me the filial awe, I pray, 
a pain to feel it near.     the tender conscience give. 
I want the first approach to feel    Quick as the apple of an eye, 
of pride or wrong desire,     O God, my conscience make; 
to catch the wandering of my will,    awake my soul when sin is nigh, 
and quench the kindling fire.    and keep it still awake. 

3. Almighty God of truth and love, 
to me thy power impart; 
the mountain from my soul remove, 
the hardness from my heart. 
O may the least omission pain 
my reawakened soul, 
and drive me to that blood again, 
which makes the wounded whole. 

Sermon   “I Want a Principle Within”  Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

The Prayers of the People Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the 
comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 
 
 



 
 
Prayer Hymn    Into My Heart    TFWS 2160  
 

1. Into my heart, into my heart,    2. Out of my heart, out of my heart 
come into my heart, Lord Jesus;    out of my heart, Lord Jesus; 
come in today, come in to stay;    shine out today, shine out always; 
come into my heart, Lord Jesus.    shine out of my heart, Lord Jesus.  

 
Sharing of Joys & Concerns   
Pastoral Prayer   
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Offertory              Deb Snell 
 
Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  
God of Abundance and Grace, you have blessed us that we might be a blessing. Receive the offerings 
given this week, whether given in person, online, by mail, or however and grant that these offerings be 
faithfully used for the ministries and witness of this congregation. Amen.  

Hymn   Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing   UMH 400 

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing,   2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; 
tune my heart to sing thy grace;    hither by thy help I'm come; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing,    and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
call for songs of loudest praise.    safely to arrive at home. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet,   Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
sung by flaming tongues above.    wandering from the fold of God; 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,   he, to rescue me from danger, 
mount of thy redeeming love.    interposed his precious blood. 

3. O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 

Benediction               Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude            Deb Snell 



The People of God Go Forth to Serve  
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482   

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686   
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,   

by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States   
The Seward United Methodist Church, 141. Rejoice, ye pure in heart;  

rejoice, give thanks, and sing;  
your glorious banner wave on high,  

the cross of Christ your King.  
1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434  

Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159  
E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org   

Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


