Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church
August 28, 2022 - 9:30 a.m.

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond.

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Sarah Rodocker

Passing the Peace of Christ
Call to worship:
Leader: There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; and there are different ministries and
the same Lord;
People: Christ is just like the human body – a body is a unit; and all the parts of the
body are one body, even though there are many parts.
Leader: We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave or free.
People: We were all given one Spirit to drink. Come, Holy Spirit!
All: Let us worship God!
Adapted from I Corinthians 12 by Chip Hardwick

Hymn

We Are the Church

[Refrain:]

 


I am the church! You are the church!
We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus, all around the world!
Yes, we're the church together!
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1 The church is not a building,
the church is not a steeple,
the church is not a resting place,
the church is a people.
(Refrain)

2 We're many kinds of people,
with many kinds of faces,
all colors and all ages, too,
from all times and places.
(Refrain)

4 And when the people gather,
there's singing and there's praying
there's laughing and there's crying
sometimes, all of it saying:
(Refrain)
Opening Prayer: For Our Congregation
Source of all being,
May the children of this community learn these passions from us:
love of scripture, devotion in prayer, and support of the needy.
May we guide with integrity, and may our leadership be in Your service.
May those who teach and nourish us be blessed with satisfaction,
and may we appreciate their time and their devotion.
Bless us with the fruits of wisdom and understanding,
and may our efforts bring fulfillment and joy. Amen
Rabbi Elyse Frishman in the Reform Prayer Book

Children’s Time

Pastor Jen Davidson

Scripture Lessons
Numbers 11: 10-16
10 Then Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, everyone at the door of his
tent; and the anger of the Lord was greatly aroused; Moses also was displeased. 11 So Moses said to
the Lord, “Why have You afflicted Your servant? And why have I not found favor in Your sight, that
You have laid the burden of all these people on me? 12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I beget
them, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a guardian carries a nursing child,’ to
the land which You swore to their fathers? 13 Where am I to get meat to give to all these people? For
they weep all over me, saying, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 14 I am not able to bear all these
people alone, because the burden is too heavy for me. 15 If You treat me like this, please kill me here
and now—if I have found favor in Your sight—and do not let me see my wretchedness!”
16 So the Lord said to Moses: “Gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know
to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tabernacle of meeting, that
they may stand there with you. 17 Then I will come down and talk with you there. I will take of the
Spirit that is upon you and will put the same upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people
with you, that you may not bear it yourself alone.
New Revised Standard Version

Romans 12: 3-13
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the
same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one

of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve
the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs
of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
New Revised Standard Version

Sermon
Hymn

“Why Come to Church? The 3 B’s”

Pastor Jen Davidson

They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love

1We are one in the Spirit,
we are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit,
we are one in the Lord
and we pray that all unity
May one day be restored: (R)

2We will walk with each other,
we walk hand in hand,
we will walk with each other,
we walk hand in hand,
and together we’ll spread the news
that God is in our land: (R)

3We will work with each other
We will work side by side
we will work with each other
we will work side by side,
and we’ll guard human dignity
And save human pride: (R)

4All praise to the Father,
fr0m whom all things come,
and all praise to Christ Jesus
God’s only Son
and all praise to the Spirit,
who makes us one: (R)
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(R) And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;
yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
The Prayers of the People
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting
us at 402-810-8900.
Prayer Hymn

There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place

1. There’s a spirit of love in this place,
There’s a spirit of love in this pace.
You can’t see it, but it’s there
Just as precious as the air.
There’s a spirit of love in this place.
Refrain
O alleluia, sing alleluia!
We bless your holy name.
O alleluia, sing alleluia!
There’s a spirit of love in this place.
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
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2. There’s the presence of peace in this room,
There’s the presence of peace in this room.
In God’s tenderness is found
Peace that passes human bounds.
There’s a presence of peace in this room. (R)

Offertory

Sarah Rodocker

Doxology

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

UMH 95

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Offertory Prayer: Loving Creator, accept our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our
witness… all of these woven together as we seek to serve you, strengthen our Beloved Community
and bring healing to our troubled world. Amen
Hymn

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The service is ended, O now be extended
the fruits of our worship in all who believe.
The seed of the teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us
to work for God’s kingdom and answer the call.
2 With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,
the tasks of our every day life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
embracing God’s children of each tribe and race.
With your grace you feed us, with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and that name which we bear.
Benediction

Pastor Jen Davidson

Postlude

Sarah Rodocker
The People of God Go Forth to Serve
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482
and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686
Scripture quota ons are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,
by the Division of Chris an Educa on of the Na onal Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
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The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159
E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

