
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
Maundy Thursday Worship 

April 14, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 
Prelude           Sarah Rodocker  
        
Call to Worship 

L:   This day, this Holy Thursday, this Maundy Thursday, we gather for worship on a 
different day and at a different time.  
P:   We gather to remember and to re-member — to hear the familiar story, 
to be woven anew into the Body of Christ, to be nourished by the Bread of 
Life.  
L:   We interrupt our daily routines to be mindful and attentive to matters of faith.  
P:   We come longing for assurance, for a sense of the Holy hovering near, 
for reminders of God’s love.  
L:   Come to the table, come taste and see that God is good, come and grasp with firmer 
hand eternal grace.  
 
 



Hymn   Here, O My God, I See Thee           UMH 623, v. 1 & 2     
            
1. Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face;  2. This is the hour of banquet and of song; 
here would I touch and handle things unseen;  this is the heavenly table spread for me; 
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,  here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong 
and all my weariness upon thee lean.   the hallowed hour of fellowship with thee. 

Common Prayer (in unison) 
 
Draw us to yourself, Covenanting God, for we want to grow in love and good works. Unite us in words 
and actions that transform and empower. Write your truth on our consciousness so we cannot escape 
it. Sit at table with us so we cannot doubt your presence. Fill us with hope that turns from limitations 
of the past to embrace future possibilities. In Jesus’ name. Amen.    (From “Refreshing Rains of the Living Word” by 

Lavon Bayler, p. 66)  
 
Reading from John Wesley’s Sermon #101 “The Duty of Constant Communion”  

“As our bodies are strengthened by bread and wine, so are our souls by these tokens of the body and 
blood of Christ. This is the food of our souls: This gives strength to perform our duty, and leads us on 
to perfection. If, therefore, we have any regard for the plain command of Christ, if we desire the 
pardon of our sins, if we wish for strength to believe, to love and obey God, then we should neglect no 
opportunity of receiving the Lord’s Supper; then we must never turn our backs on the feast which our 
Lord has prepared for us. We must neglect no occasion which the good providence of God affords us 
for this purpose. This is the true rule: So often are we to receive as God gives us opportunity.”  1

 
Hymn    Bread of the World     UMH 624 
             
1. Bread of the world in mercy broken,   2. Look on the heart by sorrow broken, 
wine of the soul in mercy shed,    look on the tears by sinners shed; 
by whom the words of life were spoken,   and be thy feast to us the token 
and in whose death our sins are dead:   that by thy grace our souls are fed. 

Scripture Lesson:   Matthew 26:17-30 
 
Scripture Lesson  Matthew 26:17-30 
17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to 
make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and 
say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my 
disciples.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 21 and while they were eating, he said, “Truly 
I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him 
one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the 
bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 
25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave 

 http://www.wordsofwesley.com/libtext.cfm?srm=101 ; accessed March 29, 2022 at 7:00p.m.CDT 1

http://www.wordsofwesley.com/libtext.cfm?srm=101


it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison) 
 
Loving God, whom we have ignored and disobeyed, we are amazed and awed that you continue to 
care for us. Our troubled spirits have chased after gods of our own making and our self-centered ways 
have broken the community you intend for your children. Forgive us, we pray, and renew your 
covenant with us. Amen.       
From “Refreshing Rains of the Living Word” by Lavon Bayler, p. 66 
 
Time of Silent Confession and Reflection 
 
Word of Assurance 
 
L:  There is forgiveness with God, who promises: I will remember their sins and their misdeeds no 
more.  
P:  God is faithful to covenant promises and offered us the new covenant in Christ 
Jesus.  
L:  Christ welcomes us to the communion table to give thanks and to remember.  
P:  Praise be to God!  
From “Refreshing Rains of the Living Word” by Lavon Bayler, p. 67  
 
Poetic Reflection on Communion 

     “Sheaves of Summer”  by Cesareo Gabarain,  translated by George Lockwood  
 Sheaves of summer turned golden by the sun,  
 grapes in bunches cut down when ripe and red,  
 are converted into the bread and wine of God’s love 
 in the body and blood of our dear Lord.  

 We are sharing the same communion meal,  
 we are wheat by the same great Sower sown;  
 like a millstone life grinds us down with sorrow and pain,  
 but God makes us new people bound by love.  

 Like the grains which become on same whole loaf,  
 like the notes that woven into song,  
 like the droplets of water that are blended in the sea,  
 we, as Christians, one body shall become.  

 At God’s table together we shall sit.  
 As God’s children, Christ’s body we will share.  
 One same hope we will sing together as we walk along.  
 Brothers, sisters, in life, in love, we’ll be. 
 



Hymn     Remembrance of You 

1 We remember the night you broke the bread, 
The mercy of the words you said, 
And the life you would lose to make us new. 
We break this bread in remembrance of you. 

2 We remember the night you took the cup, 
The pouring out of deathless love, 
In the sins you would bear, our hope renewed, 
We take this cup in remembrance of you. 

R This is your body we‘ve come to receive. 
This is the promise we’ve come to believe. 
We are one body in spirit and truth. 
We give our lives in remembrance of you. 

3 We remember the night of agony 
That led the King to Calvary. 
Oh, the pain you endured, your love to prove. 
We take this gift in remembrance of you. (R) 

4 We remember the day love moved the stone 
To make the pow’r of heaven known 
And to welcome us all to live in you. 
We come to the feast in remembrance of you. (R) 
              
Preparing for Holy Communion 

“We Remember the Bread of Life”   by Joyce Rupp  

All:  Jesus, Divine Bread-Baker, each time we gather to break this bread we share its 
richness in the midst of our poverty, and we remember:  

Student:   We remember who you are as the bread of our lives:  

MK:  You are the One who enters into the hungry places of our hearts, wanting to convince us of your 
deep, abiding love.  

JE:   You are the One who invites us constantly to choose life, even when our world, and sometimes 
our own inner places, tastes of death, pain, and weariness.  

MK:   You are the One who becomes our spiritual energy, inviting us to yearn for truth and to grow 
from its treasures.  

Student:   We remember how you gift us with this bread:  

JE:    This bread is strength for us when times are tough.  

MK:   This bread must be broken before it can be shared.  



JE:   This bread, when taken within, transforms the quality of our presence.  

MK:   This bread binds us together and tempts us to forgiveness and all the other particles which 
gather to form community.  

JE:   This bread, which houses the sacred in common earthen gifts, proclaims that the ordinary is but 
a mask of the holy.  

Student:  We remember what this bread asks of us:  

MK:   To be patient with our own growth, to recognize the process of our journey, to yield to the 
nourishment which is waiting for us if we will but come to the table.  

JE:   To be your leaven so that faith can rise in the hearts of others.  

MK:   To be so deeply wedded to compassion that our hearts always save a space for the tears of the 
world.  

JE:  To give ourselves fully to the sojourning dimension of our lives, knowing that the manna of our 
God is blessing enough for our need as we yearn for our true home.  

Student: And finally, we remember:  

All:   That our hearts are filled with gratitude for this good gift. Within us all that is holy 
cries out: Come, Bread of Life, come!!  

Communion Hymn    “Here, O My God, I See Thee”     UMH #623, Verse 3  
 
3. Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 
here drink with thee the royal wine of heaven; 
here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven. 

Consecrating Communion:  

JE:   On that first Holy Thursday, at the final meal Jesus shared with his closest friends, Jesus 
established a new table covenant which has been handed down through the ages by our faith 
ancestors. And this evening, we gather to remember that first Holy Thursday, when Jesus took very 
ordinary, common things — bread and wine — and then imbued them with sacred meaning. Jesus 
took bread and blessed it. Broke the bread and shared it. Take. Eat. This is the bread of Life. In similar 
manner, Jesus took a cup filled full with good wine, and getting the attention of each one at the table, 
shared the cup. Take. Drink. Remember. As often as you drink, remember me. This is the cup of grace 
for everyone.  
MK:     God of Ages Past and this very moment, make us aware of your presence in our midst as you 
pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and cup. Make them be for us the Bread of Life and 
the Cup of Grace. Pour your Spirit on each one gathered this evening, in person and virtually, that we 
may grow in love and be drawn closer together as we seek to follow Jesus. Make us one in spirit, one 
in unity, one in service to the world, until the day we all gather to feast at your heavenly banquet. In 
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

Serving of Communion — ushers will direct you in groups of eleven to leave by the center aisle and 
make your way to the table prepared in the welcome center. There with the pastors each group will 



receive communion at the table in our metaphorical “upper room.”  The bread is gluten free, the cup 
holds grape juice. Once all in your table group, disciple group have received, then return by the side 
aisles to your pews. While communion is being served group by group, those in the sanctuary will 
be invited to sing and pray.   

For Everyone Born - Congregation 

1 For everyone born, a place at the table,   2 For woman and man, a place at the table, 
For everyone born, clean water and bread,  Revising the roles, deciding the share, 
A shelter a space, a safe place for growing,  With wisdom and grace dividing the power, 
For everyone born, a star overhead.   For woman and man, a system that’s fair. (R) 

R And God will delight  
when we are creators of justice 
and joy — compassion and peace: 
Yes, God will delight 
when we are creators of justice, 
justice and joy. 

3 For young and for old, a place at the table,  4 For just and unjust, a place at the table, 
A voice to be heard, a part in the song,   Abuser, abused, with need to forgive, 
The hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, In anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy, 
For young and for old, the right to belong. (R)  For just and unjust, a new way to live. (R) 
 
Remembrance (The Communion Song) - Praise Team 

1 Oh how could it be 
That my God would welcome me 
Into this mystery 
Say take this bread take this wine 
Now the simple made divine 
For any to receive 

Pre-Chorus 
By Your mercy we come to Your table 
By Your grace You are making us faithful 

C Lord we remember You 
And remembrance leads us to worship 
And as we worship You 
Our worship leads to communion 
We respond to Your invitation 
(We respond to Your invitation) 
We remember You 

2 See His body His blood 
Know that He has overcome 
Ev'ry trial we will face 
And none too lost to be saved 
None too broken or ashamed 
All are welcome in this place (C) 



Bridge 
Dying You destroyed our death 
Rising You restored our life 
Lord Jesus come in glory 
Lord Jesus come in glory 
Lord Jesus come in glory 
Lord Jesus come in glory (C) 

CCLI Song # 5484616

Matt Maher | Matt Redman
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Pianist Selection 

How Beautiful - Congregational Hymn 
Verse 1 
How beautiful the hands that served 
The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth 
How beautiful the feet that walked 
The long dusty roads and the hill to the cross 

Chorus 
How beautiful how beautiful 
How beautiful is the body of Christ 

Verse 2 
How beautiful the heart that bled 
That took all my sin and bore it instead 
How beautiful the tender eyes 
That chose to forgive and never despise 

Bridge 
And as He laid down His life 
We offer this sacrifice 
That we will live just as He died 
Willing to pay the price 
Willing to pay the price 

Verse 3        
How beautiful the radiant Bride     
Who waits for her Groom with His light in her eyes  
How beautiful when humble hearts give 
The fruit of pure lives so that others may live 

Verse 4 
How beautiful the feet that bring 
The sound of good news and the love of the King 
How beautiful the hands that serve 
The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth 



CCLI Song # 443594

Twila Paris
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Pianist Selection 

You Are Holy - Congregational Hymn 

You are holy, you are whole. 
You are always ever more  
than we ever understand. 
You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near; 
blessed are you coming here 
to your church in wine and bread, 
raised from soil, raised from dead. 

You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present, 
let the cosmos praise you Lord!  
Sing Hosanna in the highest! 
Sing hosanna!  Sing hosanna to our God 

The Table - Praise Team 
Verse 1 
I will feast at the table of the Lord 
I will feast at the table of the Lord 
I won't hunger anymore at His table 

Chorus 
Come all you weary come and find 
His yoke is easy His burden is light 
He is able He will restore 
At the table of the Lord 
(At the table of the Lord) 

Verse 2       Verse 3 
There is peace at the table of the Lord   There is healing at the table of the Lord 
There is peace at the table of the Lord   There is healing at the table of the Lord 
I won't worry anymore at His table   Oh and I won't suffer anymore at His table 

Verse 4 
I'm invited to the table of the Lord 
I'm invited to the table of the Lord 
He says come just as you are to His table 

Bridge 
I know He has a place for me 
Oh what joy will fill my heart 
With the saints around the mercy seat of God 

CCLI Song # 7028956 
Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Wayne Jolley 
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Congregational Hymn   In Remembrance of Me   TFWS 2254 
1 In remembrance of me, eat this bread.   2 In remembrance of me, heal the sick. 
In remembrance of me, drink this wine.   In remembrance of me, feed the poor. 
In remembrance of me, pray for a time   In remembrance of me, open the door 
when God’s own will is done.    and let your neighbors in, let them in. 
3 Take, eat, and be comforted;    4 In remembrance of me, search for truth. 
drink and remember, too,     In remembrance of me, always love. 
that is my body and precious blood shed for you, In remembrance of me, don’t look above, 
shed for you.       but in your heart, look to God. 
        Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Moment of Silence — after all have received, and while pastors return elements to altar table.  

MK:   From the “upper room” of this communion may you go forth to reflect on the faith stories of this 
Holy Week, may you feel closer to God, and may compassion deepen in your soul and be reflected in 
your words and actions.  
 
Post Communion Hymn  Here, O My God, I See Thee         UMH 623, v. 4 & 5 
 
4. Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear;  5. Feast after feast thus comes and passes by;   
the feast, though not the love, is past and gone.  yet, passing, points to the glad feast above, 
The bread and wine remove; but thou art here,  giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.   the Lamb's great bridal feast of bliss and love. 
 
Benediction                  Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 
 
Postlude                 Sarah Rodocker   
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