
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
March 27, 2022 - 8:00 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude           Dylan Teut  

Passing of the Peace 
 
Call to Worship 

L:  During our Lenten journey, the days will get longer and the light will intensify.  
P:   Thanks be for light which lifts our spirits, for sunlight which nourishes creation, for 
starlight which inspires us.  
L:   Along our Lenten journey, we will encounter familiar Biblical stories, and some more obscure. We 
may struggle with some scripture and we may find reassurance with some scripture.  
P:   All along the Lenten journey, we will be on watch for glimpses of beauty and other 
signs of God’s presence with us.   (MKT 2022) 
 
Hymn     Bring Many Names 
 
1 Bring many names, beautiful and good,  2 Strong mother God, working night and day, 
celebrate, in parable and story,    planning all the wonders of creation, 
holiness in glory, living, loving God.   setting each equation genius at play: 
Hail and Hosanna! Bring many names!   Hail and Hosanna, strong mother God! 



3 Warm father God, hugging every child,                         4 Old, aching God, gray with endless care,  
feeling all the strains of human living,                               calmly piercing evil's new disguises, 
caring and forgiving till we're reconciled:                         glad of good surprises, wiser than despair: 
Hail and Hosanna, warm father God!                                Hail and Hosanna, old, aching God! 

5 Young, growing God, eager, on the move,                      6 Great, living God, never fully known 
saying no to falsehood and unkindness,                             joyful darkness far beyond our seeing, 
crying out for justice, giving all you have:                          closer yet than breathing, everlasting home 
Hail and Hosanna, young, growing God!                           Hail and Hosanna, great, living God 
	     	          	  
Common Prayer (in unison) 
 
Holy One, you surround us with your love and grace, even as you surrounded Jesus with your love 
and grace during his ministry and as he turned toward Jerusalem. Keep us open to your Word 
revealed in familiar and also unexpected ways. During this Lenten season, may the gospel stories and 
the art of Van Gogh help to deepen our faith and our commitment to follow Jesus. Amen.   (MKT 
2022)  
 
Children’s Time                                                                                             Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Special Music                                  A Clean Heart                                                     Chancel Choir 
                
Scripture Lesson: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  
 
“Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told 
them this parable:  “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between 
them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine 
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to 
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he 
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but 
here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’[d] 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put 
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let 
us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And 
they began to celebrate.  
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 
28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But 
he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father[e] said to him, ‘Son, you are 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25602d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25612e


always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
 
Hymn     Amazing Grace    UMH 378   
      
1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound   2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
that saved a wretch like me!    and grace my fears relieved; 
I once was lost, but now am found;   how precious did that grace appear 
was blind, but now I see.     the hour I first believed 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  4. The Lord has promised good to me, 
I have already come;     his word my hope secures; 
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,   he will my shield and portion be, 
and grace will lead me home.    as long as life endures. 
 
5. Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,  6. When we've been there ten thousand years, 
and mortal life shall cease,     bright shining as the sun 
I shall possess, within the veil,    we've no less days to sing God's praise 
a life of joy and peace.     than when we'd first begun. 
 
Sermon    Sibling Rivalry   Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting 
us at 402-810-8900. 
   
Prayer Hymn  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy    UMH 121 
 
1 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy   2 There is welcome for the sinner, 
like the wideness of the sea;    and more graces for the good! 
there’s a kindness in God's justice,   There is mercy with the Savior; 
which is more than liberty.     there is healing in his blood 

3 For the love of God is broader    4 If our love were but more simple, 
than the measure of our mind;    we should rest upon God's word; 
and the heart of the Eternal    and our lives would be illumined 
is most wonderfully kind.     by the presence of our Lord. 
       
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Offertory            Dylan Teut   
 
Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 



 
Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 

God of Grace, enable us to use our talents, treasure, and time in service to you and the world. While 
we may not paint like Van Gogh, we can give and we can serve with glad and generous hearts. Put our 
talents, treasure, and time to work for the building up of your kingdom and the ministries of this 
congregation. Amen.   (MKT 2022)  
 

Hymn   I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry   TFWS 2051 
 
1. “I was there to hear your borning cry,  2. I was there when your were but a child, 
I’ll be there when your area old.   with a faith to suit you well; 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,  in a blaze of light you wandered off 
to see your life unfold.    to find where demons dwell. 
 
3. “When you heard the wonder of the Word 4. If you find someone to share your time 
I was there to cheer you on;   and you join your hearts as one, 
you were raised to praise the living Lord,  I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme 
to whom you now belong.    from dusk till rising sun. 
 
5. “In the middle ages of your life,   6. When the evening gently closes in 
not too old, no longer young,   and you shut your weary eyes, 
I’ll be there to guide you through the night, I’ll be there as I have always been 
complete what I’ve begun.    with just one more surprise. 
 
7. “I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I’ll be there when you are old, 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 
to see your life unfold." 
     
 
Benediction                Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 
 
Postlude                  Dylan Teut  
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