
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
March 13, 2022 - 8:00 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude           Pam McConnell 

Passing of the Peace 
 
Call to Worship 

L:  During our Lenten journey, the days will get longer and the light will intensify.  
P:   Thanks be for light which lifts our spirits, for sunlight which nourishes creation, for 
starlight which inspires us.  
L:   Along our Lenten journey, we will encounter familiar Biblical stories, and some more obscure. We 
may struggle with some scripture and we may find reassurance with some scripture.  
P:   All along the Lenten journey, we will be on watch for glimpses of beauty and other 
signs of God’s presence with us.   (MKT 2022) 
 
Hymn    His Eye is on the Sparrow 
 
1 Why should I feel discouraged, 
Why should the shadows come, 
Why should my heart be lonely, 
And long for heav’n and home; 
When Jesus is my portion? 
My constant Friend is he; 



His eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know he watches me; 
His eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know he watches me. 

Refrain: 
I sing because I’m happy, 
I sing because I’m free; 
For his eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know he watches me. 

2 “Let not your heart be troubled,”    3 Whenever I am tempted    
His tender word I hear,      Whenever clouds arise; 
And resting on his goodness,     When songs give place to sighing 
I lose my doubts and fears;      When hope within me dies, 
Though by the path he leadeth,     I draw the closer to him, 
But one step I may see;      From care he sets me free; 
His eye is on the sparrow,      His eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know he watches me;     And I know he watches me; 
His eye is on the sparrow,      His eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know he watches me. [Refrain]    And I know he watches me. [Refrain] 
                  
Common Prayer (in unison) 
 
Holy One, you surround us with your love and grace, even as you surrounded Jesus with your love 
and grace during his ministry and as he turned toward Jerusalem. Keep us open to your Word 
revealed in familiar and also unexpected ways. During this Lenten season, may the gospel stories and 
the art of Van Gogh help to deepen our faith and our commitment to follow Jesus. Amen.   (MKT 
2022)  
 
Children’s Time                Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Scripture Lesson:   Luke 13:31-35 
 
“31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to 
kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and 
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, 
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 
Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me 
until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
 
Hymn    God, Teach Us Peacemaking    
     (Text: Jane Parker Huber, 1980 | Tune: SLANE,)  
 
1. God, teach us peacemaking, justice and love.   
Blessed by Christ’s teaching, we’re lifted above 
all thought of vengeance or envy or hate. 
Help us, your children, shalom to create. 
 



2. God, teach us peacemaking in church and home, 
in school and hall beneath Capitol dome, 
in shop and industry, city and farm- 
show us the pathways that cause no one harm. 
 
3. God, teach us peacemaking in ev’ry role. 
In each relationship make peace our goal. 
Yet give us insight that keeps us aware 
justice and mercy in balance to share. 
 
4. God, teach us peacemaking unto the end - 
parent or child, or as stranger or friend -  
fill all our hearts with the pow’r of shalom, 
living together, the whole world our home. 
      
        
Sermon    When Will We Ever Learn?             Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting 
us at 402-810-8900. 
 
Prayer Hymn   For the Healing of the Nations       
 
The cantor names those for whom prayers are made.  
The congregation responds: Peace be yours 
After each verse: Cantor - For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
Congregation: For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
 
 
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Offertory              Pam McConnell 
           
Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 

God of Grace, enable us to use our talents, treasure, and time in service to you and the world. While 
we may not paint like Van Gogh, we can give and we can serve with glad and generous hearts. Put our 
talents, treasure, and time to work for the building up of your kingdom and the ministries of this 
congregation. Amen.   (MKT 2022)  



 

Hymn    God Will Take Care of You    UMH 130  
 
1. Be not dismayed whate'er betide,   2. Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 
God will take care of you;     God will take care of you;      
beneath his wings of love abide,    when dangers fierce your path assail, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain]   God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

Refrain: 
God will take care of you, 
through every day, o'er all the way; 
he will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

3. All you may need he will provide,   4. No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you;     God will take care of you; 
nothing you ask will be denied,    lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain]   God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 
Benediction                  Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 
 
Postlude                   Pam McConnell  
           

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 
Scripture quotaGons are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  

by the Division of ChrisGan EducaGon of the NaGonal Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 
The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 

Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 
E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  

Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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