
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
February 13, 2022 - 10:30 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Call to Worship 

L:  Welcome one, welcome all to this time of worship.  
P:  We gather to sing, pray, hear stories of faith, and to express devotion to God.  
L:  May the faith stories shared today be inspiring and meaningful for our lives now.  
P:  With eagerness and attentiveness we will listen, trusting that in this time of worship 
God draws near to us, one and all.  
 
 
Hymn     Lord God of Abraham                         
 
Verse 1      Chorus 

Lord God of Abraham    You are the Holy One    
Isaac and Israel     Highly exalted One 
Let it be known today    We've come to worship at 
That You are God     Your holy hill 
We offer up our lives    You are the Holy One 
As a living sacrifice     Highly exalted One 
Purify us with Your holy fire   And we surrender to 
Holy fire      Your sov'reign will 
       O Lord God (of Abraham) 



Verse 2 
Lord God of Abraham 
Isaac and Israel 
Let it be known today 
That You are God 
Come now and fill this place 
Be exalted in our praise 
Let it be known today 
That You are God 
You are God 
CCLI Song # 4488644 
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CCLI License # 944110 
 

Common Prayer 
 
Holy One, Holy Three, relationships are wonderful and often messy. Families are complicated and 
beloved. Teach us to lead with grace, to be extravagant with generosity, and to love better and better 
with each passing day. Amen. 
 
Children’s Time                Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Special Music    Psalm 150     Chancel Choir 
 
Scripture Lesson:  Genesis 29:15-30       
15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder 
was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful 
and beautiful. 18 Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger 
daughter Rachel.” 19 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any 
other man; stay with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few 
days because of the love he had for her. 

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” 22 So 
Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 23 But in the evening he took his 
daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his 
daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25 When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What 
is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived 
me?” 26 Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the 
firstborn. 27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me 
another seven years.” 28 Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter 
Rachel as a wife. 29 (Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her maid.) 30 So Jacob 
went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah. He served Laban for another seven years. 
 
Hymn    God Made from One Blood      TFWS 2170 
 
1. God made from one blood all the families of earth, 
the circles of nurture that raised us from birth, 
companions who join us  to walk through each stage 
of childhood and youth and adulthood and age. 
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2. We turn to you, God, with our thanks and our tears 
for all the families we’ve known through the years, 
the intimate networks on whom we depend 
of parent and partner and roommate and friend. 
 
3. We learn through our families how closeness and trust 
increase when our actions are loving and just. 
Yet families have also distorted their roles, 
mistreating their members and bruising their souls. 
 
4. Give, Lord, to each family in conflict and storm 
a sense of your wisdom and grace that transform 
sharp anger to insight which strengthens the heart 
and makes clear the place where rebuilding can start. 
 
5. Then widen that wisdom and grace to include 
the races and viewpoints our families exclude 
till peace in each home bears and nurtures the bud 
of peace shared by all you have made from one blood. 

Sermon Blended Families Have Been Around a Long Time    Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting 
us at 402-810-8900. 
 
Prayer Hymn     Trinity 
 
Chorus 
Holy Maker, Son and Spirit 
Holy Communion, Three in One 

Verse 
Come with Your peace with Your invitation 
Bind us together in holy love 
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 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Offertory               Megan Forbes 
                 
Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
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praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, you long for us all to flourish and when we have been blessed, you ask that we would in turn be a 
blessing. We present these offerings for the work of this congregation and for the building up of your kingdom. 
Amen. 

Hymn    Help Us Accept Each Other    UMH 560 
  
1 Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, Lord, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. 
 
2 Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become. 
 
3 Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
to practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter's healing art. 
 
4 Lord, for today's encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one! 
 
Benediction                  Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude                       Megan Forbes  
Worship Volunteers 

 
Liturgist - Jacquelyn Forbes 

Front Door Greeters - Jim & Maggan Quist 
Sanctuary Usher - Cliff Lowell 

 
The People of God Go Forth to Serve 

Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  
and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 
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