
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
December 5, 2021 - 8:00 a.m. 

Advent II 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude           Dylan Teut 

Passing of the Peace 

Call to Worship 

L:   Advent continues and our lives are filled with holiday festivities. 
P:   We count our blessings and know that we are fortunate.  
L:   We give thanks for all the goodness the earth affords. God has created much in this world to 
delight.  
P:   And we do delight in creation’s wonders … crisp apples, sweet milk, juicy corn, sour 
lemons, pungent spinach, fragrant lilies, strong oaks, rhythmic seas, chirping 
chickadees, twinkling stars, and frosty morns.  
L:   As we go through these holidays, let all we experience be connected to our faith journeys.  
P:   Our hearts are ready, our minds open, and our senses alert to taste the goodness.   
 
Hymn   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed     UMH 203  
  
1. Hail to the Lord's Anointed,     2. He comes with succor speedy 
great David's greater Son!      to those who suffer wrong; 
Hail in the time appointed,      to help the poor and needy, 
his reign on earth begun!      and bid the weak be strong; 
He comes to break oppression,     to give them songs for sighing, 
to set the captive free;      their darkness turn to light, 
to take away transgression,      whose souls, condemned and dying, 
and rule in equity.       are precious in his sight.   



3. He shall come down like showers    4. To him shall prayer unceasing 
upon the fruitful earth;      and daily vows ascend; 
love, joy, and hope, like flowers,     his kingdom still increasing, 
spring in his path to birth.      a kingdom without end. 
Before him, on the mountains,     The tide of time shall never 
shall peace, the herald, go,      his covenant remove; 
and righteousness, in fountains,     his name shall stand forever; 
from hill to valley flow.      that name to us is love. 

Lighting the Advent Wreath  
Reader 1:   Even in difficult times, even when despair creeps close,  
  Signs of God’s goodness and care surround us.  
  Taste and see. Observe and wonder.  
  Savor the beauty that is all around.  

Reader 2: Advent continues as we prepare body, mind, and spirit to welcome again our Messiah. 
Last week our candle represented “The Scent of Hope.” Today the theme of our second candle is 
“Taste the Goodness” as we remember the many ways we are surrounded by God’s generosity and 
beauty. This Advent we commit ourselves to fulfilling each day the Great Commandment.  

All: I will love God with all my heart, all my soul, all my mind, and all my strength. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn    For the Beauty of the Earth  UMH 92, v. 3 
 
3. For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight; 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
Common Prayer 

World Designer, Spring of Joy, with grateful hearts we continue the Advent journey. In the midst of 
holiday hustle and bustle, keep us aware of your abiding presence. Deepen our joy, inspire our 
appreciation. Grant that we might taste the goodness and make you welcome in all aspects of our 
lives. In Christ’s name. Amen. 

Children’s Time                Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Scripture Lessons 

Psalm 34:1-14 
1 I will bless the God at all times; 
    this praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul makes its boast in God; 
    let the humble hear and be glad. 
3 O magnify God with me, 
    and let us exalt God’s name together. 



4 I sought God, and God answered me, 
    and delivered me from all my fears. 
5 Look to God, and be radiant; 
    so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by God, 
    and was saved from every trouble. 
7 The angel of God encamps 
    around those who fear God, and delivers them. 
8 O taste and see that God is good; 
    happy are those who take refuge in God. 
9 O fear God, you holy ones, 
    for those who fear God have no want. 
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger, 
    but those who seek God lack no good thing. 

11 Come, O children, listen to me; 
    I will teach you the fear of God. 
12 Which of you desires life, 
    and covets many days to enjoy good? 
13 Keep your tongue from evil, 
    and your lips from speaking deceit. 
14 Depart from evil, and do good; 
    seek peace, and pursue it. 

Luke 1:39-45 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Savior comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by God.” 
 
Hymn Blessed Assurance UMH 369

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!   2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
O what a foretaste of glory divine!    visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,   angels descending bring from above 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.   echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
        (Refrain) 
Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song,    3. Perfect submission, all is at rest;    
praising my Savior all the day long;   I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
this is my story, this is my song,    watching and waiting, looking above, 
praising my Savior all the day long.   filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
        (Refrain) 
 
Sermon    Taste the Goodness           Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 



Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting 
us at 402-810-8900.    

Prayer Hymn    Into My Heart     TFWS 2160 

1.Into my heart,      2.Out of my heart, 
Into my heart,      Out of my heart, 
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus;    Shine out of my heart, Lord Jesus; 
Come in today,      Shine out today 
Come in to stay,      Shine out today 
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus.    Shine out of my heart, Lord Jesus 
 
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Offertory            Dylan Text  
 
Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 94 
 
         Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up lifts! 

Praise the Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication  
Gracious God, we seek to put all we are into this time of preparation that we might fully receive our 
Messiah into our lives. No half-hearted celebrations, no lukewarm commitments; but a generous, 
joyous, enthusiastic offering of our whole being we bring to you this day. We dedicate ourselves and 
these monetary offerings to your work and service. In Christ’s name. Amen.  
 
Celebration of Holy Communion -- Body and Soul 
God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to God, creating force in 
the universe. We give thanks this day for the breath of God which swept across the primordial chaos 
calling forth harmony, creating life. We give thanks for the wondrous way we are created, body and 
soul, holistically knit together in the image of God. We give thanks for the wonders of our senses – 



taste, hearing, smell, touch, and sight. We give thanks for our souls imbuing life with meaning beyond 
the physical sensory input. We celebrate that we are God’s good creation, Body and Soul. You are 
Holy, O God, and patient beyond measure. When we people lose sight of your Beloved Community, 
when we fail to live love, when we give in to the power of violence and control, still you love us. Still 
you call us back to the way of compassion. You send prophets to call us to accountability. You remind 
us each day that there is opportunity to extend grace and compassion in tangible ways to a world in 
need. Our world is in need of redemption and so we wait. We wait in hope, expectation, and active 
engagement for the time when your kingdom will come. We wait as your people long ago waited in 
anticipation of your Messiah. Even in our waiting, we praise your name: 

Holy, holy, holy One, God of Body and Soul, 
All of creation reflects your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, God of Body and Soul, in the fullness of time, you became incarnate in Jesus of 
Nazareth, revealing to all who will see, how life might be lived in love and gentle power. In Jesus, you 
extended forgiveness, embraced the outcast, healed the hurting, welcomed the children, released 
those in bondage, and announced again and again a way to be the Beloved Community which will 
transform the world. 

We remember and we give thanks for the gift of incarnation revealed in Jesus. We remember and give 
thanks for the moments when another has aligned with your will for a moment and in so doing 
incarnated your presence through Body and Soul. 

We remember and give thanks for the final night of Jesus’ life when he gathered those closest to him 
for a shared meal. We remember that Jesus took simple, ordinary items – bread, cup and filled them 
with sacred meaning when shared in holy ritual. So this day, we have the Bread of Life, which is 
symbol of God incarnate in Jesus, broken and shared with all. We have the Cup of Grace, which is 
symbol of God’s grace poured out time and again for forgiveness for each and everyone. 

We remember and we offer ourselves in thanks and praise to live as followers of Jesus, seeking God’s 
will, ready to be vessels of God’s love and grace to all the world, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

God of Body and Soul, pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and juice, and on all of us 
gathered here. Grant that these gifts would be a means of grace to draw us closer to you and closer to 
one another. Fill us with all hope. Empower our waiting to be productive in increasing love and joy in 
the world as we anticipate the fullness of your Beloved Community. 

Amen and amen. 
 
Special Music    Taste and See    Wess Robotham 

 



Prayer Hymn   Hark! the Herald Angels Sing   UMH 240 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing,   2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
"Glory to the new-born King;   Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild,   late in time behold him come, 
God and sinners reconciled!"   offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,    Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
join the triumph of the skies;   hail th' incarnate Deity, 
with th'angelic host proclaim,   pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"   Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,   Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!"   "Glory to the new-born King!" 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!" 

 
Benediction                Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude                 Dylan Teut 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
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