
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
December 24, 2021 — 7:30 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Greeting 
 
Prelude           Megan Forbes 

Passing of the Peace 

Special Music  O Holy Night with Silent Night Jamie Axthelm & Wess Robotham 

Call to Worship 

L:  Welcome one, welcome all to this time of Christmas Eve worship.  

P:  We come eager to hear the Christmas story, to be reminded of why we celebrate.  

L:  We remember and give thanks for all that God has given us — a savior who loves us 
unconditionally, an earth to shelter us, and life which is made of body and soul entwined.  

P:  With our whole selves, we give thanks for Jesus born in Bethlehem and for the faith 
which gathers us here this night.  



Hymn   “O Come All Ye Faithful  UMH 234, (verses 1, 3, 6)   

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 
Refrain: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (R)  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: (R) 
    
Common Prayer (in unison) 
 
For the wide sky and blessed sun,  
For the salt sea and the running water,  
For the everlasting hills  
And the never-resting winds,  
For trees and the common grass underfoot.  
We thank you for our senses 
By which we hear the songs of birds,  
And see the splendor of the summer fields, 
And taste of the autumn fruits,  
And rejoice in the feel of snow,  
And smell the breath of spring.  
Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty;  
And save our souls from being so blind 
That we pass unseeing 
When even the common thorn bush 
Is aflame with your glory,  
O God our creator,  
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
Amen.           — by Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918)  
 
Hymn    “What Child Is This”     UMH 219 
 
1. What child is this who, laid to rest,   2. Why lies he in such mean estate 
on Mary's lap is sleeping?     where ox and ass are feeding? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,   Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
while shepherds watch are keeping? (R)   the silent Word is pleading. (R) 
 
Refrain: 
This, this is Christ the King,    3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;   come, peasant, king, to own him; 
haste, haste to bring him laud,    the King of kings salvation brings, 
the babe, the son of Mary.     let loving hearts enthrone him. (R) 
 



Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
Reader 1:    In the bleakness of December, we find gentle comfort in a cup of hot cocoa cradled in cold 
hands. A welcome hug reminds us of God’s steadfast, abiding presence. Warmth from a fireplace pulls 
us closer to each other as we seek hope and reconciliation.  
Reader 2:   During Advent this year, we have celebrated the good gifts of our five senses and 
remembered that we are called to love God with both body and soul. Tonight we light all the candles 
of our Advent wreath as a reminder of the Scent of Hope, the Taste of Goodness, to Hear the Message, 
and See the Light. We light, too, the center white candle — the Christ candle for the way God has 
touched our world with the gift of God’s own son, Emmanuel — God-with-us.  

All:    We give thanks for Jesus, our savior and promise anew to love God with all our 
heart, all our mind, all our soul, and all our strength.  

Special Music   God With Us    Jay Ferris & Wess Robotham 
 
Children’s Time                Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Hymn    “Away in the Manger”     UMH 217 
 
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,   2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.   and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 
Scripture Lessons   
Luke 2:1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 Then an angel of God stood before them, and the glory of God shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah. 
12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom God favors!” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which God has made known to us.” 16 So 



they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.  

Hymn   “Angels We Have Heard on High”    UMH 238 
 
1. Angels we have heard on high    2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
sweetly singing o’er the plains,    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
and the mountains in reply     What the gladsome tidings be 
echoing their joyous strains. (R)    which inspire your heavenly song? (R)   
  
Refrain: 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
3. Come to Bethlehem and see    4. See him in a manger laid, 
Christ whose birth the angels sing;   whom the choirs of angels praise; 
come, adore on bended knee,    Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (R)   while our hearts in love we raise. (R) 
 
Sermon     Loving Touch           Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

Hymn    “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   UMH 230 
 
1. O little town of Bethlehem,    2. For Christ is born of Mary, 
how still we see thee lie;     and gathered all above, 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep   while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
the silent stars go by.     their watch of wondering love. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth    O morning stars together, 
the everlasting light;     proclaim the holy birth, 
the hopes and fears of all the years   and praises sing to God the King, 
are met in thee tonight.     and peace to all on earth! 
 
3. How silently, how silently,    4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
the wondrous gift is given;     descend to us, we pray; 
so God imparts to human hearts    cast out our sin, and enter in, 
the blessings of his heaven.     be born in us today. 
No ear may hear his coming,    We hear the Christmas angels 
but in this world of sin,     the great glad tidings tell; 
where meek souls will receive him, still   O come to us, abide with us, 
the dear Christ enters in.     our Lord Emmanuel! 
 
Blessing of the Children:   Children of all ages are invited to come forward for an individual 
word of blessing from the pastor, young children will also receive a gift from the church at this time.  

Pastoral Prayer         Pastor Mary Kay Totty 

 
Offertory   “Mary Did You Know? with What Child Is This?” Megan Forbes 
 



Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 94 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up lifts! 
Praise the Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication  
 
Gracious God, we seek to put all we are into this time of preparation that we might fully receive our 
Messiah into our lives. No half-hearted celebrations, no lukewarm commitments; but a generous, 
joyous, enthusiastic offering of our whole being we bring to you this day. We dedicate ourselves and 
these monetary offerings to your work and service. In Christ’s name. Amen.  
 
Lighting of the Christmas Candles 

Hymn    Silent Night, Holy Night          UMH 239 
           Jay Ferris - Guitar 
 
1. Silent night, holy night,      2. Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright      shepherds quake at the sight; 
round yon virgin mother and child.    glories stream from heaven afar, 
Holy infant, so tender and mild,     heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
sleep in heavenly peace,      Christ the Savior is born     
sleep in heavenly peace.      Christ the Savior is born! 
 
3. Silent night, holy night,      4. Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light;     wondrous star, lend thy light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face     with the angels let us sing 
with the dawn of redeeming grace,    Alleluia to our King; 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,      Christ the Savior is born, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.      Christ the Savior is born! 

 
Benediction                Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude           Megan Forbes 
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