
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
December 22, 2021 - 6:30 p.m. 

Blue Christmas 

  Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 
 
Pre-Service Music 
 
Welcome and Greeting 
 
Prelude           Dylan Teut 

Passing of the Peace 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Come, come to worship just as you are. Bring your broken dreams and heavy hearts. Bring your “Bah 
Humbug-ness” and your weariness with all things Christmas. Bring your grief, bring your tears, bring 
your sadness, your worry, your weariness. Just as you are, you are welcome here.  

On this, one of the longest nights of the year, we gather to acknowledge the difficulties of life and to 
support one another in hard times. 



Hymn   “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”   UMH 196 
 
 
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus,    2. Born thy people to deliver, 
born to set thy people free;      born a child and yet a King 
from our fears and sins release us,    born to reign in us forever, 
let us find our rest in thee.      now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
Israel's strength and consolation,     By thine own eternal spirit 
hope of all the earth thou art;     rule in all our hearts alone; 
dear desire of every nation,      by thine all sufficient merit, 
joy of every longing heart.      raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Common Prayer:  

O God, with aching hearts, and heavy spirits we gather this evening. Many may be the reasons we 
have found our way here. Some of us may have been hesitant, some may come with doubts, some may 
bring fresh grief, others may be accompanied by familiar grief, some may have shown up simply to be 
in solidarity with all who gather. Holy One, you know and understand why each of us is here, you 
know and long to be comfort and compassion for all who struggle. Be with us, surround us with your 
grace and peace. Amen.  
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

(This portion of  our 'Blue Christmas' service used tonight is based on an order developed and used at 
The Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew, Honolulu Hawaii.) 

The first candle is lighted. 

Reader 1: We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost. 
We pause to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, their bodies. 
We embrace and give thanks for the memories that bind them to us in this season of expectation, 
when all Creation waits for the Light. 
 
All: We remember them with love. May God's eternal love surround them. 

The second candle is lighted.  
 
Reader 1: We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: 
loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of faith, the loss of joy. 
We acknowledge and embrace the pain of the past, O God, and we offer it to You, 
asking that into our wounded hearts and open hands You will place the gift of peace, shalom. 

All: We remember that through You all things are possible. 
Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into Your future.  

The third candle is lighted.  

Reader 1: We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. 
We pause and remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us years, that have been heavy with 
our burdens. 



We accept and lay before you, God, the sharpness of memory, the sadness and grief, the hurt and fear, 
the anger and pain. 
We accept and lay before you the ways we feel we have fallen short, and the times we have spent 
blaming ourselves, and you, 
for all that we have suffered. 
We accept and lay before you the time we have walked alone, in darkness; and in knowledge of our 
own mortality. 

All: We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that, while lost, we may have 
turned away from the light, 
the light itself has not failed. 
We remember that though winter be upon us and though the night be dark, 
with the turning of the Wheel the dawn will come, and dawn defeats the darkness. 
 
The fourth candle is lighted. 

Officiant: We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light and hope that God offers to 
us in the stories of Christmas, 
which also began in abandonment, insecurity, and humbleness, and in a poor stable. 
We remember that the loving God who came to share this life with us promises us comfort and peace. 

All: We remember th 
e One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to the Light, 
and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows.  
 
Special Music   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   Dylan Teut 

Scripture Lesson  

Hebrews 13, selected verses 
Let mutual love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were 
in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured… 
5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I 
will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, 

“The Lord is my helper; 
    I will not be afraid. 
What can anyone do to me?”… 

 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
Hymn  O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go  UMH 480 (verses 1,2, & 4) 
 
1. O Love that wilt not let me go,   2. O Light that followest all my way, 
I rest my weary soul in thee;    I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe,   my heart restores its borrowed ray 
that in thine ocean depths    that in thy sunshine's blaze 
its flow may richer, fuller be.    its day may brighter, fairer be. 



 
4. O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee 
I lay in dust life's glory dead, 
and from the ground there blossoms 
red life that shall endless be. 

Reflection       “Angels Among Us”         Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 
 
Hymn    Near to the Heart of God    UMH 472 
 
1. There is a place of quiet rest,    2. There is a place of comfort sweet, 
near to the heart of God;     near to the heart of God; 
a place where sin cannot molest,    hold us who wait before thee 
near to the heart of God.     near to the heart of God. (R) 
 
Refrain: 
O Jesus, blest Redeemer,     3. There is a place a place of full release, 
sent from the heart of God,     near to the heart of God; 
hold us who wait before thee    a place where all is joy and peace, 
near to the heart of God.     near to the heart of God. 
 
Time for Individual Prayers —  people are invited to come to the kneeler and chairs in the front of 
the sanctuary, where our pastors will be available to pray with you individually 
 
Common Prayer: 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for your constant love and for the blessings of this day. 
We know that even when we cannot see or feel you, still you are there. 
Help us to remember you and to listen for your voice in the words of family, friends, and strangers. 
Kindle our hearts and awaken hope, that we may know you as you reveal yourself in the world and in 
our lives. 
Let the light of your Holy Spirit shine in the darkness, 
lighting the way for all who feel despairing, lost, or forgotten, 
and grant that it may come to dwell so deeply in our hearts 
that when we leave this place it may shine on, for us and for those we meet along the way. Amen.  

Hymn    “Sweet, Sweet Spirit     UMH 334  
 
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 
There are sweet expressions on each face, 
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

Refrain: 
Sweet Holy Spirit,  
Sweet Heavenly Dove, 
Stay right here with us, 
Filling us with your love; 
And for these blessings  



We lift our hearts in praise; 
Without a doubt we’ll know  
That we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 
 
Sending Forth 

L:   Go forth into this long winter night, knowing that God goes with you and wraps you in arms of 
love.  
P:   We go into the night knowing that we are not alone.  
L:   Go forth to both look for and to be earthly angels who help and comfort where there is need.  
P:    Knowing that we are loved, we go forth to love all in this world.  
All:   Amen and amen.  
 
Benediction                Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude             Dylan Teut 
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