
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
December 19, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 

Advent IV 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Passing of the Peace 

Hymn   I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light   UMH 206 
 
1. I want to walk as a child of the light.   2. I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to follow Jesus.     I want to look at Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world.  Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
The star of my life is Jesus.     and show me the way to the Father. 
 
Refrain 
In him there is no darkness at all.    3. I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 
The night and the day are both alike.   I want to be with Jesus. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.   When we have run with patience the race, 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.    We shall know the joy of Jesus. 



Call to Worship 

L:   The darkness is gathering. The days shorter.  
P:   Clouds of despair and conflict obscure the horizon.  
L:   In this gloom fear may rise within us; shadows startle; friends and kin are difficult to recognize.  
P:  We wait, longing for the first glimpse of dawn, eager for a new day.  
L:   We hold fast to the promise of the Light that will not be overcome by darkness.  
P:   Our hearts are ready, our minds open, and our senses alert to see the Light.  

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
Reader 1:  “God of Glory, Lord of Love; hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun 
above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day.”    (From “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” UMH #89)  
Reader 2:  Our Advent journey is drawing to a close. Our time of preparing and waiting is nearly 
complete. Today we will light our fourth candle in our Advent wreath. It will join the candles of “Scent 
of Hope”, “Taste the Goodness”, and “Hear the Message.” The theme of our fourth candle is “See the 
Light,” as we long to not only see the light but allow the light to be seen through us. This Advent we 
commit ourselves to fulfilling each day the Great Commandment.  
ALL:  I will love God with all my heart, all my soul, all my mind, and all my strength. 
AMEN.  

Advent Candle   For the Beauty of the Earth       UMH 92, v. 3 
 
3. For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight; (Refrain) 

Refrain: Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
Common Prayer 
 
Bright Morning Star, Unquenchable Light of the World, shine in the shadows of our hearts. 
Transform us into lanterns, and candles, and lamps that we may bring the light of your love and grace 
to our world. We wait as did your people of old for our Savior. Grant that we might see the light and 
make you welcome in all aspects of our lives. In Christ’s Name. Amen 

Children’s Time                Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 

Scripture Lessons 

Isaiah 9: 2-3, 6-7  
 The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest… 



    
6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

John 1:5-16  
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or 
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. 
 
Hymn    O Come, All Ye Faithful     UMH 234 
 
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 
lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (R) 
 
6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: (R) 
 
Sermon     See the Light           Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 



 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting 
us at 402-810-8900. 
 
Prayer Hymn    Make Room 
 
Is there room in your heart 
Is there room in your heart  
Is there room in your heart  
For God to write His story  

You can come as you are 
It may set you apart 
When you make room in your heart  
And trade your dreams for God's glory  
Make room in your heart 
Make room in your heart  
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 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Offertory           Alex Sommerfeld  
 
Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 94  
 
 
Praise, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up lifts! 
Praise the Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication  

Gracious God, we seek to put all we are into this time of preparation that we might fully receive our 
Messiah into our lives. No half-hearted celebrations, no lukewarm commitments; but a generous, 
joyous, enthusiastic offering of our whole being we bring to you this day. We dedicate ourselves and 
these monetary offerings to your work and service. In Christ’s name. Amen.  



Hymn   He Shall Reign Forevermore 
 
Verse 1        Verse 2 

In the bleak mid-winter      If I were a wise man 
All creation groans       I would travel far 
For a world in darkness      If I were a shepherd 
Frozen like a stone       I would do my part 
Light is breaking       But poor as I am 
In a stable for a throne (C)      I will give to Him my heart (C) 

Chorus 
(And) He shall reign forevermore forevermore 
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore 
Unto us a Child is born 
The King of kings and Lord of lords 
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore 

Bridge 
Here within a manger lies the One 
Who made the starry skies 
This baby born for sacrifice 
Christ the Messiah 
Into our hopes into our fears 
The Savior of the world appears 
The promise of eternal years 
Christ the Messiah 
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Benediction                Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude                  Alex Sommerfeld 
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