
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
December 12, 2021 - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Advent III 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude        Pam McConnell & Sarah Rodocker 

Passing of the Peace 

Special Music    Joy to the World    Handbell Choir 

 
Call to Worship 
  
 
L:   We move deeper into Advent.  
P:   We have prepared our hearts and hearths to receive the infant Messiah.  
L:   Now is the time to grow quiet, to pause and listen.  
P:   We will be still and listen for the rustle of angel wings, the baby’s cry, and Mary’s 
soft sigh.  
L:   The story will be told through ancient songs, and pealing bells.  
P:    Our hearts are ready, our minds open, and our senses alert to hear the message.  
 
 



Hymn   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear    UMH 218 
 
1. It came upon the midnight clear,   2. Still through the cloven skies they come 
that glorious song of old,     with peaceful wings unfurled, 
from angels bending near the earth   and still their heavenly music floats 
to touch their harps of gold:    o'er all the weary world; 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men,   above its sad and lowly plains, 
from heaven's all-gracious King."    they bend on hovering wing, 
The world in solemn stillness lay,    and ever o'er its Babel sounds 
to hear the angels sing.     the blessed angels sing. 

3. And ye, beneath life's crushing load,   4. For lo! the days are hastening on, 
whose forms are bending low,    by prophet seen of old, 
who toil along the climbing way    when with the ever-circling years 
with painful steps and slow,    shall come the time foretold 
look now! for glad and golden hours   when peace shall over all the earth 
come swiftly on the wing.     its ancient splendors fling, 
O rest beside the weary road,    and the whole world send back the song 
and hear the angels sing!     which now the angels sing. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

Reader 1:   Let us open ears we have willfully closed. Let us engage our whole selves in actively 
listening. May the sounds of this season — bells and carols and children’s voices — speak to us of 
God’s love.  

Reader 2:  We are at week three of Advent, Mary’s Sunday. We will light three of the candles this 
morning. From the first week of Advent we light the candle for “The Scent of Hope.” The second week 
was “Taste the Goodness.” Today we light the candle for “Hear the Message” as we are eager to hear 
and understand God’s Word for this season. This Advent we commit ourselves to fulfilling each day 
the Great Commandment.  

All:  I will love God with all my heart, all my soul, all my mind, and all my strength. 
Amen.  
 
Hymn    For the Beauty of the Earth   UMH 92, v. 3 
 
3. For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight; (Refrain) 
    
Refrain: Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
Common Prayer 

Steadfast, Abiding One, help us to prepare a way for you. Open our ears that we might hear your 
whisper. Tune our hearts that we might discern your presence and recognize your lure. Let the ancient 
stories resonate with new meaning for our lives today. Grant us clarity of focus and strength of will to 
follow where you lead. Amen. 



 
 
Special Music       Pam McConnell & Sarah Rodocker 

Children’s Time                Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Scripture Lessons 

Romans 10: 13-18 
13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of God shall be saved.” 14 But how are they to call on one in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim God? 15 And how are they to proclaim God 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 16 But 
not all have obeyed the good news; for Isaiah says, “God, who has believed our message?” 17 So faith 
comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 

18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for 
           “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 
              and their words to the ends of the world.” 
 
Special Music   Christ Child Noel     Praise Team 

Luke 1:46-55 
46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies God, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for God has looked with favor on the lowliness of this servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is God’s name. 
50 God’s mercy is for those who fear God 
    from generation to generation. 
51 God has shown strength with God’s arm; 
    God has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 God has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 God has helped the servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of God’s mercy, 
55 according to the promise God made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
 
Hymn    Canticle of Turning    Praise Team 
     Rory Cooney (based on Luke 1:46-58) | Irish Traditional 

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
that the God of my heart is great, 
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
that you bring to the ones who wait. 



You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
and my weakness you did not spurn, 
So from east to west shall my name be blessed. 
Could the world be about to turn? 

Refrain 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near, 
And the world is about to turn! 

2. Though I am small, my God, my all,   3. From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
You work great things in me,    Not a stone will be left on stone. 
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past Let the king beware for your justice tears 
To the end of the age to be.     Ev’ry tyrant from his throne. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame,  The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
And to those who would for you yearn,   For the food they can never earn: 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, There are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed 
For the world is about to turn. (R)    For the world is about to turn. (R) 

4. Though the nations rage from age to age, 
We remember who holds us fast. 
God’s mercy must deliver us 
From the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard 
Is the promise which holds us bound, 
’Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
Who is turning the world a round. (R) 

 
 
Sermon    Hear the Message           Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting 
us at 402-810-8900. 
 
 
Special Music    Silent Night  Alaina Bartels & Avery Rodocker 
             

 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Reception of New Members     8:00 a.m. - Deborah Moberly 
         10:30 a.m. - Curt & Jenny Holle 
 
Offertory   Christmas Medley  8:00 a.m. - Deb Snell & Dylan Teut  
          10:30 a.m. - Megan Forbes 
  



 
Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 94 
 
         Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up lifts! 

Praise the Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication  
Gracious God, we seek to put all we are into this time of preparation that we might fully receive our 
Messiah into our lives. No half-hearted celebrations, no lukewarm commitments; but a generous, 
joyous, enthusiastic offering of our whole being we bring to you this day. We dedicate ourselves and 
these monetary offerings to your work and service. In Christ’s name. Amen.  

Special Music   God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  Handbell Choir 

Hymn    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   UMH 224 
 
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice    2. Good Christian friends, rejoice, 
with heart and soul and voice;    with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say:    now ye hear of endless bliss: 
News, news!       News, news! 
Jesus Christ is born today!     Jesus Christ was born for this! 
Ox and ass before him bow,    He hath opened heaven's door, 
and he is in the manger now.    and ye are blest forevermore. 
Christ is born today,      Christ was born for this, 
Christ is born today!     Christ was born for this! 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice, 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: 
News, news! 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save, 
Christ was born to save! 

Benediction                Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude         Pam McConnell & Sarah Rodocker 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 
Scripture quota-ons are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  

by the Division of Chris-an Educa-on of the Na-onal Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 
The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 

Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 
E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  

Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.


