
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
November 7, 2021 - 8:00 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude           Pam McConnell 

Passing of the Peace 

Call to Worship  (from "Touch Holiness" by Ruth C. Duck and Maren Tirabassi, p. 175) 
 
L:  We have encountered the Word, calling us into communion with God and with each other. 
P:  And calling us into discipleship to carry on Christ's work in our world. 
L:  So we come together, here, joining hands in the great quest: 
P:  To worship God, to love each other, and to serve the world. 

Hymn     Jesu, Jesu       UMH 432 
 
[Refrain:] 
Jesu, Jesu, 
fill us with your love, show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you. 
 
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
silently washes their feet, 
Master who acts as a slave to them. 



(Refrain) 
 
2 Neighbors are rich and poor, 
neighbors are black and white, 
neighbors are near and far away. 
(Refrain) 
 
 
3 These are the ones we should serve, 
these are the ones we should love; 
all these are neighbors to us and you. 
(Refrain) 
 
4 Loving puts us on our knees, 
serving as though we are slaves, 
this is the way we should live with you. 
(Refrain) 
 
5 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
silently washing their feet, 
this is the way we should live with you. 
(Refrain) 
 
Common Prayer (in unison)  (from "Touch Holiness by Ruth C. Duck and Maren Tirabassi, p. 106) 
 
Holy Spirit of God, who gathers the church into one body, gather us once again in your presence and 
strengthen the bonds of affection that hold your people together. Bless us with grace to cooperate with 
one another in love and service that we may be the signs of your uniting love to our fractured world. 
Teach us to show compassion for those in need, to face challenges with imagination, and to counter 
disappointments with prayerful trust. So may your church bring forth your will and your reign. Amen. 

Children’s Time         Rev. Mary Kay Totty 
 
Scripture Lessons 

Colossians 3: 12-17 

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as God has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 
in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God. 

Luke 9:12-17 
 
12 The day was drawing to a close, and the twelve came to Jesus and said, “Send the crowd away, so 
that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside, to lodge and get provisions; for we are 
here in a deserted place.” 13 But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.” They said, “We 
have no more than five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy food for all these 
people.” 14 For there were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, “Make them sit down 



in groups of about fifty each.” 15 They did so and made them all sit down. 16 And taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples 
to set before the crowd. 17 And all ate and were filled. What was left over was gathered up, twelve 
baskets of broken pieces. 

 
 
 
Hymn   Walls Mark Our Bound’ries - Words: Ruth Duck, Music: Jim Strathdee 
 
Walls mark our bound’ries and keep us apart; 
walls keep the world from our eyes and our heart. 
Tables are round making room for one more, 
welcoming friends we had not known before. 

R So build us a table and tear down the wall! 
Christ is our host. There is room - - - for us all. 

Walls make us sure who is in and who’s out; 
walls keep us safe from our question and doubt, 
but at a table in open exchange 
new ties are formed as our lives rearrange. (R) 

Once we were strangers, divided, alone. 
Hate a distrust built a wall stone by stone. 
Now at a table the bread that we share 
joins us to Christ in a circle of care. (R) 
 
Sermon    Exponential Possibilities  Rev. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 
              
Prayer Hymn    Fill My Cup, Lord     UMH 641 

Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up, Lord. 
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul. 
Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more; 
fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole.      
       
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  

 
Offertory           Pam McConnell  

Doxology            UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



Prayer of Dedication  (from "Touch Holiness" by Ruth C. Duck and Maren Tirabassi, p. 214) 
 
O God, through the offering of these gifts may we become a more open people... 
open-minded in hearing your Word and wisdom, 
open-hearted in healing a broken world, 
open-handed in heeding your call for charity and enacted love. 
With thanks for all good gifts, we present a portion of our substance and the whole of ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Celebrant Pastor: Mary Kay Totty 
 
For Holy Communion, if at home, you may use whatever simple elements you have at hand — 
bread, crackers, pita, juice, water, wine. If you are at in person worship please follow the 
instructions given by the Pastor.  

Prayers of the Great Thanksgiving (spoken responsively) 
  
Our God is with you,  
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts,  
 We lift them up to our God.  
Let us give our thanks to God.   
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  
 always and everywhere to give our thanks to God.  
Heaven and earth sprang from your wisdom, O God, and you made us for your company.  
 We turned away, and our love failed, 
 but you remained steadfast. 
 You gave us room when we were in distress.  
And so with all your people here, and all the company of heaven, we join in an unending hymn of 
praise:  
 Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
 Hosanna in the highest! 
 Everything that springs from your wisdom is blessed! 
 Hosanna in the Highest! 
You lived among us as our teacher, held us, called us friends.  
 You died and live again 
 to show us death is not the end.  

You took bread.  
 We remember.  

You broke it.  
 We remember,  

You shared it.  
 We ate. We remember.  

You took the cup.  
 We remember.  

You said “Drink”.  
 We remember.  



You shared it.  
 We drank. We remember.  

And so today, we feast again; our bread and wine are you.  
 You live among us still, whenever we remember you.  
We offer ourselves now —  
 In praise and thanksgiving.  
We offer ourselves now —  
 Holy and living.  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!  

Come Holy Spirit, on us gathered here.  
 Be among us as we share these gifts of bread and wine.  
May they become for us the bread of life and the cup of grace  
 that we may become Christ’s love in the world.  
God-incarnate, God-Spirit, and God-Source of All Beginnings,  
 All glory and honor are yours, now and forever. AMEN!  
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP  
 Special Music It Is Well With My Soul  Pam McConnell & Dylan Teut 

Hymn    Sent Out in Jesus’ Name    TFWS 2184 

Refrain 
Sent out in Jesus’ name,  
our hands are ready now 
to make the earth the place  
in which the kingdom comes. 
 
The angels cannot change 
a world of hurt and pain 
into a world of love, 
of justice and of peace. 
The task is ours to do, 
to set it really free. 
O help us to obey 
and carry out your will. (R) 

Benediction                  Rev. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude           Pam McConnell 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.


