
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
October 3, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

Call to Worship 

Leader:   Come and worship! Come and worship! 
People:   With joyful and eager hearts we gather once again to worship and praise God. 
Leader:   Today we explore the final component of Wesley’s “3 Simple Rules” to “Stay in Love with 
God.” 
People:   Remembering that God has first loved us, we will intentionally nurture our 
relationship with God by making time for God. 

     Hosanna (Praise Is Rising) 

Verse 1 
Praise is rising 
Eyes are turning to You 
We turn to You 
Hope is stirring 
Hearts are yearning for You 
We long for You 



Pre-Chorus 
'Cause when we see You 
We find strength to face the day 
In Your presence 
All our fears are washed away 
(Washed away) 

Chorus 
Hosanna hosanna 
You are the God who saves us 
Worthy of all our praises 
Hosanna hosanna 
Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

Verse 2 
Hear the sound of 
Hearts returning to You 
We turn to You 
In Your Kingdom 
Broken lives are made new 
You make us new 

Ending 
Hosanna hosanna 

CCLI Song # 4662491 
Brenton Brown | Paul Baloche 
© 2005, 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 944110 

 
Common Prayer 
 
Steadfast, Abiding God, you are ever present with us. Help us, O God, to stay in tune with you. Keep 
us true to the disciplines that enrich our relationships with you. Sustain and enliven us through 
worship, prayer and study. In Christ’s Name. AMEN. 

Children’s Time        Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Pre-K and Kindergarten Bible Presentation 
 
Scripture Lessons 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

4 Hear, O Israel: Yahweh is our God, and God alone. 5 You shall love God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your might. 6 Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your 
heart. 7 Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are 
away, when you lie down and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an 
emblem on your forehead, 9 and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 

http://www.ccli.com/


Colossians 2:6-7 
 
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus as savior, continue to live your lives in Christ, 7 rooted 
and built up in Christ and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

Take My Life 

Verse 1 
Take my life and let it be consecrated 
Lord to Thee 
Take my moments and my days 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise 
Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee 

Verse 2 
Take my voice and let me sing 
Always only for my King 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee 
Take my silver and my gold 
Not a mite would I withhold 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev'ry power as You choose 

Chorus 
Here am I all of me 
Take my life it's all for Thee 

Verse 3 
Take my will and make it Thine 
It shall be no longer mine 
Take my heart it is Thine own 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
Take my love my Lord I pour 
At Your feet its treasure store 
Take myself and I will be 
Ever only all for Thee 

CCLI Song # 4162843
Chris Tomlin | Frances Ridley Havergal | Henri Abraham Cesar Malan | Louie Giglio
© 2003 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 944110

Sermon  Three Simple Rules - Love God   Rev. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 

http://worshiptogether.com/
http://www.ccli.com/


              
Prayer Hymn  Stay in Love With God  From the book “Three Simple Rules” 

        Do no harm by any word or deed; 
        do good wherever there is need. 
        Remain attentive to God’s word. 
        Stay in love with God, Stay in love with God.      
       
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Mission Moment 

Offertory           Pam McConnell  

Doxology            UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, you call us to follow Jesus and to use our lives to share your love and grace. Empower us to 
be generous with our time, talent, and treasure in order to make a difference in our church, 
community, and world. Amen. 

Special Music - A Communion Invitation - Chancel Choir 
 
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Celebrant Pastors: Mary Kay Totty, JoEllen Axthelm, & Jen Davidson

For Holy Communion, if at home, you may use whatever simple elements you have at hand — bread, crackers, 
pita, juice, water, wine. If you are at the in person worship please follow the instructions given by the Pastor. 
The sacrament of communion is open to all persons. Our communion bread is gluten free. 
INVITATION 

This table is for all of us, near and far, high and low, east and west and north and south. This table is 
for all of us, but it is not our table. It’s not a Methodist table. It’s not an American table. It’s God’s 
table, for all of us, and it’s a table of grace. So come and take your place at the table. You are welcome, 
you are invited, you are called: come, let us share this meal together. 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One: God be with you. 
 
Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
 
Many: We lift them to God. 



One: Let us give thanks to our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O God, creator and ruler of the 
universe. 
 
Even when we were dust, when our story begins in dust, you were there, your word was there, you 
breathed into the lifeless chaos. And upon your word all creation sprang into life. 

When we were in the wilderness, terrified, timid, you were there, your word was there, with manna 
just enough for today, with water even from the driest rock, with the abundant grace upon which our 
story always rests. 

And when we fell short, slaves to power and greed, you were there, your word was there, on the lips of 
prophets, and in the hearts of servants, in stories of revolution and revelation and liberation, calling 
us even now to acts of courage and witness and peace. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

Many:  Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
God. Hosanna in the highest. 

One: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. Indeed blessed are you, O Christ, for risking 
yourself among us, vulnerable and rejected; for teaching among us, teaching the radical hope of God; 
teaching grace to a world bent on vengeance, teaching love to a world bent on destruction, teaching 
peace to a world bent on tearing itself apart. You were there, your word was there, even to the point of 
death itself. Even faced with terror and hatred and the brokenness of the world, you rose again, to 
new life, to new creation, to resurrection, that we might know something other than the dust, that we 
might expect something other than the end, that we might work for something other than ourselves. 
And so you speak to us us again, with these abundant gifts of bread and wine, with which we joyfully 
celebrate your dying and rising, as we await the table of the Kingdom yet to come, and as we dedicate 
ourselves again to you, thankful, and transformed, as living and holy sacrifices, that our lives may 
proclaim the one crucified and risen. Great is the mystery of faith: 

Many: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

One:  Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
that the bread we break together, and the cup we share together, may retell our common stories 
together and reshape our common bonds together, and remember our common grace together, in the 
communion of  your Son Jesus Christ, the one in whose life and death you have torn down our 
divisions. And so may we be one with all who share this feast, on this day, of all days, with all your 
children at every corner of your table. May we share this abundant cup with all those who thirst for 
your justice. May we share this abundant bread with all those who hunger for 
your righteousness, May we be united with every corner of your story, united in hope, united in vision, 
united in purpose, united in ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us from 
this table to be the body of Christ in all the world. Send us with a spirit of courage, a spirit of power 
and love, that we may be witnesses in all creation to the unending story of your word breathing life 
into the dust. Keep us faithful, and fruitful, and hopeful, and peaceful, until we come at last to the one 
table of your Kingdom, to feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm, with you and with 



your Word, through Christ and in Christ, the one who came for us, died for us, and rose for us, the one 
who prays even for us, 

Breaking the Bread 

Prayer after Communion 
Gracious God, we offer our thanks, for the whole communion of saints' witness to this feast, and for 
the ministry of churches around the world who gather with us today. By this broken bread may we 
each be restored for the work yet to come.By this shared cup may we each be claimed for the 
proclamation of your Kingdom. At this shared table may we be united as children of your promise, 
children of your word, dying and made new again, sent boldly together into the world as servants of 
your peace. Amen 

Great Thanksgiving from: https://presbyphl.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2016/ 
 

Hymn     Cry of My Heart     TFWS 2165 

Refrain 
It is the cry of my heart to follow you. 
It is the cry of my heart to be close to you. 
It is the cry of my heart to follow 
All the days fo my life. 
 
1. Teach me your holy ways, O Lord, 
so I can walk in your truth. 
Teach me your holy ways, O Lord, 
and make me wholly devoted to you. 

2. Open my eyes so I can see 
the wonderful things that you do. 
Open my heart up more and more, 
and make me wholly devoted to you. 

Benediction                  Rev. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude           Pam McConnell 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

https://presbyphl.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2016/09/World_Communion_Sunday_Worship_Liturgy.pdf

