Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church
October 24, 2021 - 10:30 a.m.

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond.
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Clap Your Hands

Chancel Choir

Passing of the Peace
Call to Worship:
L: God created all that is and with love formed us in God's own image.
P: When our love failed, God's love remained steadfast.
L: God gave God's only son, Jesus Christ, to be our savior.
P: All that we are, and all that we have is a trust from God.
L: And so in gratitude for all God's gifts, we offer ourselves to God, and all that we have, in union with
Christ's offering for us.
P: May the Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in
ministry to all the world.
All: Amen.
(adapted from United Methodist Book of Worship, #552, p. 551)

Hymn

Open The Eyes of My Heart

Chorus

Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You
Verse

To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy
Bridge

Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy
I want to see You
CCLI Song # 229835
Paul Baloch
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 94411

Common Prayer (in unison)
Holy One, forgive us for taking your love so casually and your church for granted. We need you, and
our world needs your church. Teach us to be generous even as you are generous with us. Grant that
our gifts support your acts of love. In Jesus' name. Amen.
(adapted from "Now Concerning the Offering" by Hilbert J. Berger, p. 19)

Children’s Time

Pastor JoEllen Axthelm

Scripture Lessons
2 Corinthians 9:6-7
New Revised Standard Version
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
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John 12:1-8
New Revised Standard Version
Mary Anoints Jesus
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from
the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table
with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped
them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the
poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into
it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”
Hymn

When Mary Poured a Rich Perfume
Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette Tune: KINGSFOLD

1. When Mary poured a rich perfume on Jesus’ weary feet,
her caring filled that humble room; the fragrance there was sweet.
But full of anger, Judas said, “We could have used this more!
Why was her gift not sold instead and given to the poor?”
2. The Lord replied, “Leave her a lone! She bought it for this day.
This caring love that she has shown is faithful to God’s way.
The poor will always be with you, but you will not have me.”
He blessed her and he thanked her, too, for giving lavishly.
3. O, Christ what can your people bring to show you thanks and love?
You need no fragrant offering; for now you reign above.
Since there will never cease to be the poor through-out the land,
may we, your church, serve faithfully by offering them our hand.

Sermon

God Loves a Cheerful and Generous Giver

Pastor JoEllen Axthelm

The Prayers of the People
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900.

Prayer Hymn

Live in Charity

TFWS 2179

Live in charity and steadfast love,
live in charity; God will dwell with you.
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Offertory

Sarah Rodocker

Doxology

UMH 95
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, you call us to follow Jesus and to use our lives to share your love and grace. Empower us to
be generous with our time, talent, and treasure in order to make a difference in our church,
community, and world. Amen.

Hymn

Njalo/Always

Always, Always, Always
Always, Always, Always, Always
R

Always we pray
Always we give
Always we bless
Always (repeat)
V

Benediction

Pastor JoEllen Axthelm

Postlude

Sarah Rodocker
The People of God Go Forth to Serve
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