
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
October 10, 2021 - 8:00 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude   Bridge Over Troubled Waters   Pam McConnell 
  (in recognition of the 20th anniversary of the Seward school bus accident) 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Call to Worship: 

L:  God created all that is and with love formed us in God's own image.  
P:  When our love failed, God's love remained steadfast. 
L:  God gave God's only son, Jesus Christ, to be our savior. 
P:  All that we are, and all that we have is a trust from God. 
L:  And so in gratitude for all God's gifts, we offer ourselves to God, and all that we have, in union with 
Christ's offering for us. 
P:  May the Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world. 
All:  Amen.              (adapted from United Methodist Book of Worship, #552, p. 551) 



Hymn     Many Gifts     UMH 114 
 
1 God of change and glory 
God time and space, 
when we fear the future, 
give to us your grace. 
In the midst of changing ways 
give us still the grace to praise. (R) 

(R) Many gifts, one Spirit, one love known in many ways. 
In our difference is blessing, from diversity we praise  
one Giver, one Lord, one Spirit, one Word 
known in many ways, hallowing our days. 
For the Giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise! 
 
2 God of many colors, 
God of many signs, 
You have made us different, 
blessing many kinds. 
As the old ways disappear, 
let your love cast out our fear. (R) 
 
3 Freshness of the morning, 
newness of each night, 
you are still creating 
endless love and light. 
This we see, as shadows part, 
many gifts from one great heart. (R) 
 
Common Prayer (in unison) 

Holy One, forgive us for taking your love so casually and your church for granted. We need you, and 
our world needs your church. Teach us to be generous even as you are generous with us. Grant that 
our gifts support your acts of love. In Jesus' name. Amen. 
                    (adapted from "Now Concerning the Offering" by Hilbert J. Berger, p. 19) 

Children’s Time        Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
 
Scripture Lessons 

  Proverbs 11: 24-25 

 Some give freely, yet grow all the richer; 
 others withhold what is due, and only suffer want. 
 A generous person will be enriched, 
 and one who gives water will get water. 
 



Luke 3:10-14 

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two 
coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax 
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, 
“Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, 
and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 
Hymn   If I Have Two Coats  (Tune: LYONS, “Worship the King”) 
 
If I have two coats, God calls me to share; 
There's someone nearby with no coat to wear. 
And if I don't know who that person might be, 
It's to a new friendship that God's calling me. 

If I have some bread — and soup, all the more — 
I’m called to reach out to someone who's poor. 
And if I don't know who that person might be, 
It's to a new table that God's calling me. 

If money is mine, God calls me to live 
As someone who loves to generously give; 
And if I don't know someone suffering near me, 
It's to a new neighbor that God's calling me. 

O God of great truth, John's call to obey 
Prepared us for Christ, who shows us your Way. 
May we have the courage to try something new, 
To reach to new neighbors and so welcome you. 
 
Sermon   Wesley’s Advice on Giving   Rev. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 
              
Prayer Hymn  Live in Charity       TFWS 2179 
 
Live in charity and steadfast love, 
live in charity; God will dwell with you. 
      
     Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
 
 
Offertory           Pam McConnell  



Doxology            UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, you call us to follow Jesus and to use our lives to share your love and grace. Empower us to 
be generous with our time, talent, and treasure in order to make a difference in our church, 
community, and world. Amen. 

Hymn     My Life is in You Lord    TFWS 2032 

My life is in you, Lord; 
my strength is in you, Lord; 
my hope is in you, Lord; 
in you, it’s in you. (Repeat) 
 
I will praise you with all of my life, 
I will praise you with all of my strength; 
with all of my life, 
with all of my strength. 
All of may hope is in you. 
 
My life is in you, Lord; 
my strength is in you, Lord; 
my hope is in you, Lord; 
in you, it’s in you. (Repeat) 

Benediction            Rev. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude           Pam McConnell 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 
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