
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
September 5, 2021 - 8:00 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude            Dylan Teut  

Passing of the Peace 

Call to Worship (Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual) 

We can trust God. 
God is like the mountain: rock solid. 
God loves all the people: 
the poor, the disabled, the outcast, the stranger. 
We can depend on God. 
God feeds the hungry, heals the sick, 
and restores relationships. 
Praise our Loving God. 
Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 



Hymn   Have Thine Own Way      UMH 382 

1. Have thine own way, Lord!     2. Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way!      Have thine own way! 
Thou art the potter;       Search me and try me, 
I am the clay.        Savior today! 
Mold me and make me      Wash me just now, Lord, 
after thy will,        wash me just now, 
while I am waiting,       as in thy presence 
yielded and still.       humbly I bow. 

4. Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 
Hold o'er my being 
absolute sway. 
Fill with thy Spirit 
till all shall see 
Christ only, always, 
living in me!  

Common Prayer (Discipleship Ministries) 
 
We praise your abiding guidance, O God, for you sent us Jesus, our Teacher and 
Messiah, to model for us the way of love for the whole universe. We offer these prayers 
of love on behalf of ourselves and our neighbors, on behalf of your creation and our 
fellow creatures. Loving God, open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to 
you, that the whole world may be one with you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Children’s Time        Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 

Scripture Lessons 
Proverbs 22:1-2 (NRSV, Adapted) 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
    and favor is better than silver or gold.  
The rich and the poor have this in common: 
    God is the maker of them all. 

Proverbs 22:8-9 
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 
    and the rod of anger will fail. 
Those who are generous are blessed, 
    for they share their bread with the poor. 

Proverbs 22:22-23 
Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 
    or crush the afflicted at the gate;  



for God pleads their cause 
    and despoils of life those who despoil them. 

James 2:1-17 (NRSV, Adapted) 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 
person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 
say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 
feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be 
rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that God has promised to those who love God? But you 
have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into 
court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?  You do well if you 
really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if 
you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps 
the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.  

For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you 
do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so 
act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to anyone 
who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment .  

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

Hymn   O God Our Creator, You Work Every Day 
     (Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette | Tune: St. DENIO - “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”)   

O God our Creator, you work every day: 
A potter, you form us — your people — like clay. 
A shepherd, you guide us and seek out the lost. 
A parent, you love us, not counting the cost. 

Christ Jesus, how rough were your hard-working hands! 
You labored among us; our God understands! 
Bless workers who struggle, their families to feed; 
Bless those who face hardship, oppression, or greed. 

Lord, some live among us who need constant care, 
Whose work is to make us more humbly aware. 
They teach us the best of your lessons, by far: 
It's not what we do, Lord, you love who we are! 

We're baptized! Your Spirit gives new work to do, 
That we, through our serving, may glorify you. 
Each person's vocation, each calling, has worth 
As you send us out to bring Christ's love on earth. 



Sermon  God is at Work . . .We are at Work!  Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 

Prayer of Response  (B. David Hostetter) 
 
God of all work, who created for six days and rested on the seventh, bless all who work to create things 
of beauty and things of utility from the elements that you made from nothing. Divine Redeemer, 
direct and teach all who repair and renew what has been broken and what no longer works as it 
should. Bless those who care for people who cannot care for themselves. 
 
Healing Spirit, inspire with loving wisdom those who counsel any who have lost their way and are 
seeking new direction and are having trouble getting it all together. 
 
Head of the church, so enable your body to respond with fidelity to all that you command that your 
work may proceed with little interruption and the goals you have set be achieved in our community 
and our world, which is really yours. 
 
Governor of governors, bring a fuller measure of justice to our world, that the rights of all may be 
protected, from childhood to old age, from the simplest worker to the most responsible manager, all 
created in your image. 
 
Free us from any activity that is a detriment to ourselves and to others. Grant us all joy in our work 
that we may have satisfaction in knowing that what we do makes a difference for good, benefitting our 
common life. 
 
God our Creator, you have created people who go out to their work and to their labor until the 
evening. We rejoice in both our vocation and our retirement. The rest at the end of the day is sweeter 
after a day of good work. The retirement at the end of years is satisfying when we can look back at 
what our work has helped to accomplish. 
 
We celebrate the rest you have prepared for the people of God. We rejoice in the memory of those who 
rest from their labor, and their good works follow them to heaven by your gracious acceptance in 
Jesus Christ. May we not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give. So by your earthly sacraments prepare us for the heavenly rest, 
through Jesus Christ, who finished his work, to whom with you and the Holy spirit be all glory and 
praise, time without end. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone as the Acolyte passes it or in the comments on Facebook or by 
texting us at 402-810-8900. 

 Prayer Hymn   Change My Heart, O God  TFWS 2152 
 
Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 
 
You are the Potter, I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
 
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 



 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Celebrant Pastors: JoEllen Axthelm & Jen Davidson

For Holy Communion, if at home, you may use whatever simple elements you have at hand — bread, crackers, 
pita, juice, water, wine. If you are at the in person worship please follow the instructions given by the Pastor. 
The sacrament of communion is open to all persons. Our communion bread is gluten free. 
INVITATION 

Pastor: 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, 
who earnestly repent of their sin 
and seek to live in peace with one another. 
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

CONFESSION AND PARDON. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All pray in silence. 

Pastor: 
Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God's love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

All: 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 
Offertory           Dylan Teut 
 
 Doxology           UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
Always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth… 

And so, 
with your people on earth 
and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The pastors continue the thanksgiving.  The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled. 

Pastor: 
And so, 
in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, 
in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory 
and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 



Through your Son Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, 
now and forever.  

Amen. 

The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Prayer of Dedication 
We remember and give thanks for those who came before us. We are grateful for their generosity 
which enables us to gather for worship this day. Holy One, help each of us to be as generous as those 
who have gone before that we, too, might make a difference in this congregation and community. 
Amen. 

            
Hymn    Go Forth for God      UMH 670 

1. Go forth for God, go to the world in peace;   2.Go forth for God, go to the world in love 
Be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace,  strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak; 
in God’s good Spirit daily to increase,   help the afflicted; richly from above 
till in the kingdom we see face to face.   God’s love supplies the grace and power we seek. 
Go forth for God, go to the world in peace.   Go forth for God, go to the world in love. 

3. Go forth for God, go to the world in strength;  4. Go forth for God, go to the world in joy, 
hold fast the good, be urgent for the right;   to serve God’s people every day and hour, 
render to no one evil; Christ at length   and serving Christ, our every gift employ, 
Shall overcome all darkness with his light.   rejoicing in the Holy Spirit’s power. 
Go forth for God, go to the world in strength.  Go forth for God, go to the world in joy. 

Benediction        Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 

Postlude           Dylan Teut 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.


