
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
September 26, 2021 - 8:00 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude           Pam McConnell 

Passing of the Peace 

Call to Worship 

Leader:   In the name of Christ, you are welcome to this time of worship. 
People:   How good it is to be in God’s house with sisters and brothers of faith. 
Leader:   This week we continue our study of Wesley’s “3 Simple Rules.” Our second rule is “Do 
Good.” 
People:   We are ready to learn. We are ready to live more like Christ. 

Hymn      Pass It On     UMH 572 
 
1. It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 
and soon all those around can warm up in its glowing. 
That’s how it is with God’s love 
once you’ve experienced it; you spread his love to everyone; 
you want to pass it on. 
 



2. What a wondrous time is spring, when all the trees are budding, 
the birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming. 
Thats how it is with God’s love 
once you’ve experienced it; you want to sing, it’s fresh like spring, 
you want to pass it on. 
 
3. I wish for you, my friend, this happiness that I’ve found; 
you can depend on him, it matters not where you’re bound. 
I’ll shout it from the mountain top; 
I want my world to know; the Lord of love has come to me, 
I want to pass it on. 
 
Common Prayer 
 
God of All Creation, you are ever working for good in the lives of all your creatures. Teach us to do 
good, to proactively seek ways to make a difference for the common good and for individuals. Lead us 
in paths where our hands and feet and voices may be used in service to the world in the name of 
Christ. AMEN. 

Children’s Time        Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Bible Presentation 
 
Scripture Lessons 
 
Galatians 5:22-6:2 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and 
self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the 
Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another. 

6 My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore 
such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2 Bear one 
another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

Matthew 22: 34-40 
 
34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one 
of them, a lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is 
the greatest?” 37  Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” 

Hymn   Jesus Hands Were Kind Hands    UMH 273 
 
1 Jesus' hands were kind hands, doing good to all, 
healing pain and sickness, blessing children small, 
washing tired feet, and saving those who fall; 
Jesus' hands were kind hands, doing good to all. 



2 Take my hands, Lord Jesus, let them work for you; 
make them strong and gentle, kind in all I do. 
Let me watch you, Jesus, till I'm gentle too, 
till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you. 

 
Sermon  Three Simple Rules - Do Good   Rev. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 
 
              
Prayer Hymn  Stay in Love With God  From the book “Three Simple Rules” 

        Do no harm by any word or deed; 
        do good wherever there is need. 
        Remain attentive to God’s word. 
        Stay in love with God, Stay in love with God.      
     
    
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  

Offertory           Pam McConnell  

Doxology            UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, you call us to follow Jesus and to use our lives to share your love and grace. Empower us to 
be generous with our time, talent, and treasure in order to make a difference in our church, 
community, and world. Amen. 
 
Hymn    Take Time to Be Holy     UMH 395 

            
1. Take time to be holy, 
speak oft with thy Lord; 
abide in him always, 
and feed on his word. 
Make friends of God's children, 
help those who are weak, 
forgetting in nothing 
his blessing to seek. 



2. Take time to be holy, 
the world rushes on; 
spend much time in secret 
with Jesus alone. 
By looking to Jesus, 
like him thou shalt be; 
thy friends in thy conduct 
his likeness shall see. 

3. Take time to be holy, 
let him be thy guide, 
and run not before him, 
whatever betide. 
In joy or in sorrow, 
still follow the Lord, 
and, looking to Jesus, 
still trust in his word. 

4. Take time to be holy, 
be calm in thy soul, 
each thought and each motive 
beneath his control. 
Thus led by his spirit 
to fountains of love, 
thou soon shalt be fitted 
for service above. 

Benediction                  Rev. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude           Pam McConnell 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 
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