
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
September 19, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

Call to Worship 

Leader:  Welcome to this time of worship. 
People:   We’ve come to praise God and to learn how to live out our faith. 
Leader:   This day we will explore the first of Wesley’s “3 Simple Rules”:  “Do No Harm.” 
People:   We hope to grow in our understanding and deepen our discipleship. 
 
Hymn     Build My Life     

Verse 1 
Worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 
Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 

Verse 2 
Jesus the name above ev'ry other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 
Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 
We live for You 



Chorus 
Holy there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me 

Bridge 
I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken 
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Common Prayer 
 
God of Grace and Mercy, open our hearts and minds that we might know more fully what it means to 
“do no harm.” Teach us to guard our actions, our words, and our thoughts. Restrain us from anything 
that diminishes or devalues another. In Christ’s Name. AMEN. 
 
 
Children’s Time        Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 
 
Baptism and Reception of Members 
  New Members: Trevin & Karly  Behrendt 
  Daughter:   Zoey Bhrendt   
 
Hymn    God Claims You    TFWS 2249 
 
R Zoey, Zoey, God claims you, God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 
 
1. We this day do all agree a child of God you’ll always be. 
2. We your family love you so, we vow to help your faith to grow. 
3. We are here to say this day that we will help you on your way. 
 
Scripture Lessons 
 
Romans 14: 13-19 
13 Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a 
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another. 14 I know and am persuaded in Jesus that nothing 
is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. 15 If your brother or sister is 
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being injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the 
ruin of one for whom Christ died. 16 So do not let your good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of 
God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 The one who thus 
serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human approval. 19 Let us then pursue what makes for peace 
and for mutual upbuilding. 
 
Matthew 5: 38-47 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do 
not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40 and if anyone 
wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, 
go also the second mile. 42 Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants 
to borrow from you. 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you 
may be children of your God in heaven; for God makes the sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward 
do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and 
sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
 
Hymn    Help Us Accept Each Other    UMH 560 
 
1 Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, Lord, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. 
 
2 Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become. 
 
3 Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
to practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter's healing art. 
 
4 Lord, for today's encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one! 
 
Sermon  Three Simple Rules - Do No Harm   Rev. Mary Kay Totty 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 
 
Prayer Hymn    Into My Heart    TFWS 2160 
              
1. Into my heart, into my heart, 
come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 
come in today, come in to stay; 
come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 



2. Out of my heart, out of my heart, 
out of my heart, Lord Jesus; 
shine out today, shine out always; 
shine out of my heart, Lord Jesus. 
        
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer  

Offertory  
            Megan Forbes  

Doxology           UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, you call us to follow Jesus and to use our lives to share your love and grace. Empower us to 
be generous with our time, talent, and treasure in order to make a difference in our church, 
community, and world. Amen. 

             
Hymn   Stay in Love With God  From the book “Three Simple Rules” 

        Do no harm by any word or deed; 
        do good wherever there is need. 
        Remain attentive to God’s word. 
        Stay in love with God, Stay in love with God.      
 
      
Benediction                  Rev. Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude           Megan Forbes 
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