
Seward United Methodist Church News Stream August 8th

Notes from Pastor Jo Ellen … Children’s Ministry

Our school age friends at BBCDC were telling me at God and Me time last 
week about this HUGE set of tall structures they had been building from 
the cool set of blocks (blocks donated from Christmas family funds).  They 
were so excited to describe these and I asked if they had pictures. Mrs 
Caroline sent me these so I could see them. Wow!

I’ve been sharing a new surprise each week from my Sabbath and they 
wanted to share a surprise also. I was so surprised!  Aren’t you? God 

continues to surprise all of us, all the time!  We just have to be watching and ready for how 
God decides to surprise us. As school is just around the corner, these friends will be heading 
back. But, I’ll still see them after school and when FOCUS begins in September.

If you love children, which I hope you do, you can pray for all
of them as they go back to school. If you REALLY love
children, I have some spots for you at FOCUS.  I need
snack visitors…. Visit and eat snacks.  I need helpers for
Bible and More… listen and help with Bible and activities.  I
need helpers for game time… folks who might like to play
games, board games and l egos. I need prayers… folks who
will pray for the children who are part of FOCUS. I look
forward to hearing from you soon.  How will you help?!?!

Love and prayers!  Pastor Jo Ellen

Weekly Activities and Meetings

• August 8th - Blessing of the Backpacks - at each service
• August 8th - Blood Pressure Checks - after each Service
• August 9th - Team 1 CWNF - 6:15pm - 8:15pm - Parlor
• August 11th - Building Improvements Update - 7:00pm
• August 12th - Yoga - 9:00am - 10:00am - UMYF
• August 12th - FoodNet - 5:00pm
• August 12th - Building Improvements Update - 5:30pm
• August 14th - SUMC Trip to Zoo
• August 15th – Rally Sunday, Teacher & Leader Recognition, Cookout



Blessing of the Backpacks

— Invite everyone to have their backpack at hand and to imagine it filled with the various 
items named in the blessing…

Bless, O God, these backpacks that they will stay sturdy through this school year, that they 
will distribute their weight appropriately. Let those who use these backpacks have a good 
school year.

Into our backpacks, go books to symbolize learning — grant that those who teach will do so 
with compassion and patience, grant that students will find joy and ease in learning.

Into our backpacks, go pencils and pens to symbolize questioning and figuring things out — 
Help our students, O God, to learn how to question and reason and problem solve. Teach 
them to think and not just recite.

Into our backpacks, go crayons and scissors to symbolize creativity — we pray that this 
school year will have room and time for creativity — that arts will be celebrated and students’ 
creativity will be positively nurtured and encouraged.

Into our backpacks, go running shoes to symbolize the importance of learning how to care for
our bodies through exercise and nutrition and adequate rest. In athletic games, we pray that 
students will do their best, and learn to be gracious winners and resilient losers.

Into our backpacks, go paper hearts to symbolize love — God who is love remind all teachers
and students that you love them, just as they are. May your love protect them from the slings 
and arrows of teasing and bullying. May Seward United Methodist students be kind to 
everyone in school - students and teachers alike.

Into our backpacks, go some M&M’s to symbolize fun — during school, we pray for fun and 
laughter and delight in appropriate times and in appropriate ways.

Holy and Loving God, we pray for a good school year for all schools in Seward County, in 
Nebraska, and all around the world. Watch over and protect our teachers, students, and 
education personnel. Keep everyone healthy, help our students learn and grow and become 
more fully who you call them to be.  Amen. And Amen.

Communion Assistants for Worship Needed

We are in need of folks to assist with preparation, service, and cleanup of communion each 
month at both 8:00am and 10:30am worship services. If you're willing and able to serve in this
way, please contact Megan Forbes.

mailto:megancforbes@gmail.com


Sunday School Leaders Needed

Have you considered leading on Sunday mornings as a way to love our children and young 
people as you live out your faith walk? Have you prayed about how you might serve in the 
coming year? I sure hope so! We are in need of men and women to lead on Sundays this 
school year from 9:15-10:15am weekly. Older youth who’ve completed confirmation can 
assist in classes for younger children or attend the senior high class. 

Thank you to Brandi Pflughaupt, Maggan Quist, and Evelyn Hastings for already signing on to
teach this year!!!  I am looking forward to hearing from more folks soon. Please let Pastor Jo 
Ellen know if you would be able and willing to serve. You can call the church office (402 641-
4156) or email.

Rally Day Weekend will be our kickoff with classes for all ages beginning August 15th.  
Looking forward to hearing from you soon!

Acolytes Volunteers Needed

Students ages second grade and up can participate in worship as acolytes. Pastor Jo Ellen 
will host a brief training as part of Sunday School on August 22nd for all interested students 
including those who have served in the past. Watch for an email or contact Pastor Jo Ellen if 
you’d like to be added to this list.  We look forward to having our young people back as part of
worship services again!

Midweek FOCUS to Re-Start September 15th Volunteers Needed

Wednesday FOCUS, Friends of Christ
Understanding Scripture, programming will
begin again on September 15th including a
supper meal, and many different ministry
opportunities for all ages. Pastor Jo Ellen is
beginning to look for those with a love for
working with children.  She will need several to
work alongside her as we begin again. 

Please consider if this is a way you can share
your faith walk with others and pray about how
you might respond. Watch for specific updates
and more news soon!

https://sewardumc.org/about/contact/


Joys and Concerns

Seward United Methodist Church celebrates with Trevin & Karly
Behrendt and family with the new arrival of Zoey Marie
Behrendt, born July 29th, 2021 at 10:00pm. May God bless the
life journey of Zoey with joy, love, and grand adventures as he
grows in faith.

Please keep Jackie Wilke and family in your prayers in the loss
of Jackie's sister. Also continue to pray for Sherri Menze and
family in the loss of Sherri's mother. Lift up in prayer Louise
Bauman, Bonnie McCall, and Melanie Collister-Foulk.

Building Improvement Committee Progress Report

The Building Improvement Committee is eager to share with you the progress being made 
with the Design phase of the South Addition. Please attend one of the four update sessions 
that are offered over the next two weeks.
 

• August 11th 7:00pm
• August 12th 5:30pm
• August 16th 7:00pm
• August 22nd 12:00am

Confirmation Classes Begin Wednesday, September 8th

This Fall, we will begin our confirmation journey for students. All who are in the 8th grade are 
in this class, and we also welcome those who may have missed the confirmation class in 
recent years. Please let Pastor Jo Ellen or Rev Mary Kay know if you would like to join us and
you are not on the 8th grade listing we have. Pastor Jo Ellen is sending out emails to those 
on our lists so watch for these, please. This will be a one year journey with confirmation 
occurring in the spring.

We will start on September 8th at 5:45 with a "meal and meet” gathering for all students and 
their loved ones (parents, guardians, etc.). We will take time to get to know one another and 
to discuss the upcoming year.  We will meet weekly on Wednesdays at 5:45 during the 
FOCUS time. We very much look forward to seeing you soon!



Seward FoodNet Report for July

This month we served 157 family units that
impacted 401 individuals. Thank you to our
amazing team of volunteers this month have
contributed more than 158 hours—Randy Halder,
Jane Pallat, Danielle Pallat, Karla Sierra, Jeff
Sugden, Jody Pelan, Lori Shriner, Sherry Menze,
Deb Snell, Franklin Hronik, Lyra Walsh, Zach
Walsh, Aden Troyer, Cade Bartels, and Pastor Jen
Davidson. We are also grateful to John and
Maralee Meyer for directing their Thrivent dollars to
Seward Foodnet this month! We used these funds
towards needed supplies, food items and equipment—thank you!

We could really use some substitute drivers that could pick up large boxes of food donations 
and deliver them to our church from Lincoln and Seward—please let us know if this is 
something you could do on an occasional basis. All donations are always welcome, but due 
to limited refrigerator space if your donation is perishable, please contact us for coordinating 
those deliveries. Garden produce is especially needed. We appreciated all the plastic and 
glass containers you’ve donated in the past, however at this time we do not have a need for 
them. Thank you for recycling them in other ways.

Thank you--We could not continue this ministry without all your support! We are so very 
grateful!

E.V. and Susan Walsh

Thankful for your Summer Giving 

Here we are in August, County Fairs, school restarting, and summer coming to an end. As we
end our summer, and restart our fall routines, we are grateful for your financial support of our 
church and our ministries. We hope you have had a chance to review your second quarter 
giving statement that Karen Yelden emailed in early July. As is typical for summer, giving to 
the church dips a bit while folks are busy and traveling. We trust that as life gets back to a 
regular routine, all of our giving will also have a regular routine.
Thank you and enjoy the coming of Fall.

Randy Halder, Finance Committee



Seward United Methodist Church Trip to the Lincoln Zoo

The annual Seward United Methodist Church Trip to the Lincoln Children’s Zoo is scheduled 
for Saturday, August 14th. You and your family are invited for fun, fellowship, and to celebrate
God’s amazing gift of animals! Arrive at the Lincoln Children’s Zoo, 27th and A Street, 
anytime between 10:00am – 12:30pm for free admission and train ride tickets. You are 
welcome to stay until closing at 5:00pm. Please note that the cookout at Antelope Park that 
typically follows our time at the Zoo has been moved to Rally Sunday.

Please pre-registration before the end of Wednesday, August 11th by signing up in the hall by 
the front doors at church. You can also text Lynette Broderick (402 641-8177), Jack Broderick
at (402 641-3485) or email lbroderick59@gmail.com,  j  ack.bro1027@gmail.com.

Please direct questions to Lynette or Jack.  See YOU at the ZOO!   This activity is sponsored 
by Faith Community Nurses via Methodists on the Move  and the Witness Committee.

Submitting News Items for the Newsletter

It's starting to get busy around the church again. If you have an item you want published in 
the newsletter, please send it in an e-mail to the church, umcseward@gmail.com. It will need 
to be submitted by the Wednesday before the newsletter is sent out. The newsletter is sent 
every Friday.

mailto:jack.bro1027@gmail.com
mailto:jack.bro1027@gmail.com
mailto:lbroderick59@gmail.com


Back2School Sacred Space

We invite you to bring your family, friends, and neighbors as we pray that God will work 
through us in the coming year.  The Back 2 School Sacred Space is a series of self-guided 
prayer stations in which you are encouraged to pray and encounter God.  The prayer stations
are all based around school supplies and the theme “Making Ripples for God” - seeing 
ourselves in mission with Christ wherever we are and wherever we go.  "Although the prayer 
stations include the use of school supplies, they are open for and relatable to anyone, in all 
stages of life." You may pray at one station or pray at them all!  Plan to spend some time in 
the sacred space this week to pray, create, and rest as you allow God to speak.

One station this year is located outside!  You are invited to visit the Prayer Garden at Faith 
Lutheran Church (1425 N. 2nd St.).  Enjoy a summer stroll through the paved pathway of the 
prayer garden and bask in God’s creation.  There is no ‘wrong way’ to spend time in the 
prayer garden.  Some approaches to a prayer walk include:

• Intentional walk — Address a specific intention, issue, or concern as you pray.

• Intercessory walk — Offer prayer for people or needs.

• Meditative walk — Meditate on a specific word or passage from Scripture, or pray 
repetitively the same prayer.

The Back2School Sacred Space is located in the parlor of the Seward United Methodist 
Church (1400 N. 5th St.) and is available from Sunday, August 8 - Sunday, August 15.  The 
space is available at the following times:

• Sunday, Aug. 8 - 7:00am - 12:00pm

• Monday, Aug. 9 - 6:00am - 8:00pm

• Tuesday, Aug. 10 - 6:00am - 6:00pm

• Wednesday, Aug. 11 - 6:00am - 8:00pm

• Thursday, Aug. 12 - 6:00am - 6:00pm (First day of school)

• Friday, Aug. 13 - 6:00am - 6:00pm

• Saturday, Aug. 14 - Closed

• Sunday, Aug. 15 - 7:00am - 2:00pm (Rally Sunday)

**Note: If you plan to utilize the sacred space before 8:00am or after 4:00pm, please enter the
building from the east door (Bright Beginnings CDC/Kitchen) entrance.  Thank you!


