
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
August 29, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

Call to Worship 
(Adapted from Discipleship Ministries) 

Trust in God and do good. 
May God give strength to the people! 

O taste and see that God is good! 
God is our refuge and strength. 

This is the day that God has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 



Hymn   Open The Eyes of My Heart         

Chorus 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 

Verse 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy holy holy 

Bridge 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
I want to see You 

CCLI Song # 2298355 
Paul Baloche 
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 944110 

Psalter 139, UMH page 854-855:  Verses 1-12 

R  Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
Try me and know my thoughts. 

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down, 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, 
  you know it altogether. 
5 You pursue me behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is high, I cannot attain it.  R 
7 Whither shall I go from your spirit? 
  Or whither shall I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
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  If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
  and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
  and your right hand shall hold me. 
11 If I say, “Let only darkness cover me, 
  and the light about me be night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you, 
  the night is bright as the day; 
  for darkness is as light with you.  R   

Opening Prayer (BOW, 1965 adapted) 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
in whom we live and move and have our being, 
you created us for yourself, 
so that our hearts are restless until they find rest in you. 
Grant to us such piety of heart and strength of purpose 
that no selfish passion may hinder us from knowing your will, 
and no weakness from doing it. 
In your light may we see life clearly 
and in your service find perfect freedom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Children’s Time      Pastor JoEllen Axthelm    

     
Scripture Lessons 
Matthew 11:25-30 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, God, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26 yes, God, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed 
over to me by God; and no one knows Jesus except God, and no one knows God 
except Jesus and anyone to whom Jesus chooses to reveal God. 28 “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give your rest. 29 Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 



Hymn   You Are Thirsty     TFWS 2132 

You who are thirsty, come to the well and drink from waters flowing. 
You who are hungry, come to the bread and eat of his holiness. 
You who are tired, find rest. You who are weak find strength. 
You who are thirsty, come to the well and drink. 

You who are thirsty, come to the well and drink from waters flowing. 
You who are hungry, come to the bread and eat of his holiness. 
You who are tired, find rest. You who are weak find strength. 
You who are thirsty, come to the well and drink. He will freely feed all of them who are 
weak. He will quench the righteous thirst of all who humbly seek. 

You who are thirsty, come to the well and drink from waters flowing. 
You who are hungry, come to the bread and eat of his holiness. 
You who are tired, find rest. You who are weak find strength. 
You who are thirsty, come to the well and drink. He will freely feed all of them who are 
weak. He will quench the righteous thirst of all who humbly seek. 

Sermon       Sabbath    Pastor JoEllen Axthelm  

Special Music  Scars In Heaven Jamie Axthelm & Megan Forbes 

The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 

Hymn        What a Friend 

Chorus 
O what a friend we've found 
What a friend we've found 
What a friend we've found in You 
O what a friend we've found 
What a friend we've found 
What a friend we've found in You 
(REPEAT) 



Verse 1 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear 
What a privilege to carry 
Ev'rything to God in prayer 
O what peace we often forfeit 
O what needless pain we bear 
All because we do not carry 
Ev'rything to God in prayer 

Verse 2 
Have we trials and temptations 
Is there trouble anywhere 
We should never be discouraged 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrow share 
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

CCLI Song # 5064328 
Charles Crozat Converse | Joseph Medlicott Scriven | Kathryn Scott 
© 2007 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory               Megan Forbes 

 Doxology           UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Paryer of Dedication (BOW, 1965 adapted) 

O God, our Guide and Guardian, 
you have led us apart from the busy world into the quiet of your house. Grant us grace 
to worship you in Spirit and in truth, 
to the comfort of our souls and the upbuilding of every good purpose and holy desire.  
Enable us to do more perfectly the work to which you have called us,  that we may not 
fear the coming of night, 
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when we shall resign into your hands the tasks which you have committed to us. So 
may we worship you not with our lips at this hour, but in word and deed all the days of 
our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
         

Hymn    My Life is in You Lord   TFWS 2032  

My life is in you, Lord; 
my strength is in you, Lord; 
My hope is in you, Lord; 
in you, it’s in you. 
My life is in you, Lord; 
my strength is in you, Lord; 
my hope is in you, Lord; 
in you, it’s in you. 

I will praise you with all of my strength; 
with all of my life, 
With all of my strength. 
All of my hope is in you. 

My life is in you, Lord; 
my strength is in you, Lord; 
My hope is in you, Lord; 
in you, it’s in you. 
My life is in you, Lord; 
my strength is in you, Lord; 
my hope is in you, Lord; 
in you, it’s in you, in you.  

Benediction          Pastor JoEllen Axthelm 

Postlude           Megan Forbes 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Holy Bible, © 1989,  

by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 
The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 

Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 




