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Pastoral Home Visits Available

Now that the pandemic has moved into green, I am fully 
vaccinated, and Pastor Jo Ellen is back from Sabbath Leave, I 
am available to make home visits for those who would like one. 
Most weeks I can do one or two such visits. If you would like a 
visit, please call the church (402) 643-4156, if I'm not in the office
when you call, please leave a message for me or you may email.
I am allergic to cats, so if you have indoor cats, let's plan a visit 
when the weather will be nice for a porch visit. I look forward to 
getting to know folks better.
 
Grace, peace, Mary Kay

Weekly Activities and Meetings

• July 26th - 29th - VBS - Anchored: Deepening Faith in God
• July 27th - UMW Leadership Meeting - 10:00pm – Fellowship Hall
• July 22nd - FoodNet - 5:00pm

Upcoming Events - Save the Date

• August 8th - Blessing of the Backpacks – during Sunday Service
• August 14th - Seward UMC Day at the Children’s Zoo – 10:00am
• August 15th - Rally Sunday with Cookout following 2nd Service
• August 28th - Sewing Saturday 9:00am – Noon
• September 15th -  Wednesday Midweek FOCUS Re-Starts

Second Quarter Giving Statements Mailed

Earlier this month the Church Finance Secretary emailed out the 2nd quarter giving 
statements. If you have any questions regarding your statement, or did not get one, please 
contact the Church Finance Secretary . Karen will respond to your message.

https://sewardumc.org/about/contact/
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Pastor Jo Ellen returns from Sabbath Leave

I have returned this week from my Sabbath Leave, graciously 
given by our Staff Parish team and our United Methodist Church 
family.  Rest…  Who knew three months could go so quickly?  
Who knew someone could be so tired?  Who knew grief timing 
was coming?  Who knew the joy of graduation and a recital 
could be more free when on Sabbath?  Who knew?  God knew. 

God knew how very much I needed this time to refresh and 
reboot everything.  My family needed the time to be able to travel
to the family farm, to grieve the death of my father-in-law, to 
celebrate significant accomplishments, to take a much needed 
long vacation, to “Huckleberry” (as we call camping), to just play 
games, go for long walks, enjoy the lake, and hang out.

Thank you!  Thank you to Rev. Mary Kay, Wess and Terri for all they did in my absence. They
are a wonderful team to work with and to serve alongside. Thank you so much to Pastor Jen 
for allowing me to Sabbath rest, knowing all
was well with the world and my favorite
place/people to be with.  Thank you Pastor
Jen for loving on this church family and
becoming a part of this family! 

I enjoyed worship, prayer, reading, art, and
much more on Sabbath.  I look forward to
sharing about it more in August.  Until then, I
am sooooo excited for Vacation Bible School
and the Rally Day times on the calendar
already.  Jamie and I will be back to worship
this week and can’t with to visit with y’all!

Love and prayers, Pastor Jo Ellen

Fellowship Volunteers Needed

Coffee fellowship volunteers are needed. You may sign up to host coffee hour on the clip 
board near the front door of the church or you may call Terri in the church office (402) 643-
4156 and she will get you signed up.



Sunday School Leaders Needed

Have you considered leading on Sunday mornings as a way to love our children and young 
people as you live out your faith walk? Have you prayed about how you might serve in the 
coming year? I sure hope so! We are in need of men and women to lead on Sundays this 
school year from 9:15am -10:15am weekly. Older youth who’ve completed confirmation can 
assist in classes for younger children or attend the senior high class. 

Please let Pastor Jo Ellen know if you would be able and willing to serve. You can call the 
church office at (402) 643-4156 or email. Rally Day Weekend will be our kickoff with classes 
for all ages beginning August 15th.  Looking forward to hearing from you soon!

UMW Collection School Supplies

United Methodist Women Evening Circle will be filling school bags for UMCOR in August. As 
you see school supply sales this summer, please help us collect the needed items. A 
donation box will be in the Main Hallway.

Items that may be Donated:
• Blunt Scissors - Round Tips Only - No Plastic Scissors
• Box of 24 crayons (Only 24 Count boxes are accepted)
• One-Subject Notebooks - No Marble Composition Books - No 3 or 5 Subject Books
• Loose-Leaf Paper - 100 - 200 page packets are acceptable -  Wide or College Ruled 

Acceptable
• Hand-Held Pencil Sharpener - 1-inch or longer - Remove from Packaging
• Ruler - 12 inches or 30 centimeters long - Sturdy or flexible material acceptable
• Un-sharpened Pencils
• Eraser - Two inches or larger

 If you have any questions, contact Connie Kamprath at 402 646-0305.

Acolytes Volunteers Needed

Students ages second grade and up can participate in worship as acolytes. Pastor Jo Ellen 
will host a brief training as part of Sunday School on August 22nd for all interested students 
including those who have served in the past. Watch for an email or contact Pastor Jo Ellen if 
you’d like to be added to this list.  We look forward to having our young people back as part of
worship services again!

https://sewardumc.org/about/contact/


Midweek FOCUS to Re-Start September 15th

Wednesday FOCUS, Friends 
of Christ Understanding 
Scripture, programming will 
begin again on September 
15th including a supper meal, 
and many different ministry 
opportunities for all ages. 
Pastor Jo Ellen is beginning to
look for those with a love for 
working with children.  She 
will need several to work 
alongside her as we begin 
again. 

Please consider if this is a way you can share your faith walk with others and pray about how 
you might respond. Watch for specific updates and more news soon!

Calling all Middle & High School Youth!

This year, the Great Plains Conference is hosting
a re-imagined ONEevent, September 3rd - 5th,
2021.  Youth will participate across Nebraska and
Kansas at the five Great Plains camps.  The event
includes worship, workshops, and activities
unique to camp - such as campfire worship.
Youth from churches across the conference will come together to participate in these 
activities, share the love of God through service to local communities, and grow deeper in 
their faith.

If you or a youth you know is interested in participating in this meaningful experience, please 
contact the church office or Wess Robotham.

https://sewardumc.org/about/contact/
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