
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
July 25, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

Call To Worship 
L: Let us give thanks for our faith ancestors who established a Methodist and a United Brethren   
 presence in Seward as far back at the middle of the 19th century.  
P:   Thanks be for those faith ancestors. 
L:   Let us give thanks for the 1968 union of the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United   
 Brethren Church as a denomination, and also locally to form the United Methodist Church of   
 Seward.  
P:   Thanks be for this union.  
L:   “From our past will come our future.” Let us give thanks for our history which has brought us   
 to this day.  
P:   Thanks be for our history. 



Hymn    Come Now Is The Time To Worship      
 
Verse 
Come now is the time to worship 
Come now is the time to give our heart 
Come just as you are to worship 
Come just as you are before your God 
Come 

Chorus 
One day every tongue  
Will confess You are God 
One day every knee will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains 
For those who gladly choose You now 

Ending 
Come come just as you are come come 

CCLI Song # 2430948 
Brian Doerksen 
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 944110 

Common Prayer 
God of Past, Present, and Future, we give thanks for the ones who established churches and passed down faith 
in Jesus to those of us who are the congregation of Seward United Methodist this day. May we learn from our 
past, may we be faithful in our present, and may we prepare with creativity for our future. We pray for the Holy 
Spirit to guide all our ministries. Amen. 

Litany of Return and Transition 

MKT: It is with joy and delight that we welcome back home, Pastor Jo Ellen. How was your Sabbath Leave? 

JEA: (responds) 

MKT: And how has the first week back been?? 

JEA: (responds) 

MKT: We celebrate with Pastor Jo Ellen her season of rest and renewal and we welcome her back to full time 
ministry in our midst. 

ALL: Welcome Back! We missed you! 

MKT: During these recent months, we have had the joy of getting to know Pastor Jen, who has graciously 
served as a part time substitute while Pastor Jo Ellen was away. 

ALL: We are grateful for Pastor Jen’s ministry. 

MKT: The good news is that Pastor Jen has so appreciated this congregation that she has decided she wants to 
continue to be a part of this community, not as paid staff, but as a volunteer pastor in our midst. So this 
morning she has moved to sitting in the congregation rather than up front. She is wearing regular clothes and a 
stole to mark this day of transition.  

JD: (responds) 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
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MKT: Let us acknowledge this transition. . . 

All: We give thanks for Pastor Jen and her time as temporary paid staff. We welcome her into 
our body as a volunteer pastor.  

MKT & JEA: We give thanks for Pastor Jen and welcome her ongoing ministry and presence in our midst. 

JEA: Let us pray, Holy and Loving God, we thank you for these recent months—months where I rested, months 
where Pastor Jen was on staff. We look with anticipation to the months and years that are before us. We are 
eager for our return to all our programming. We are grateful for ALL the volunteers in this congregation that 
make possible these ministries. Guide us all through this transition as Jen shifts to volunteer pastor, as I 
return to full time ministry, as we add more ministry opportunities to our weekly schedule. In Christ’s name, 
Amen. 

Children’s Time        Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

Scripture Lessons 
 
Proverbs 16:24 
Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, 
sweetness to the soul and health to the body. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (NRSV) 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And 
if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in 
the body, each one of them, as God chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body 
be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 
need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members 
of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and those members of the body that we think 
less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with 
greater respect; 24 whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged 
the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be no dissension within 
the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 



Hymn     We Are the Body of Christ   TFWS 2227   

One heart, one Spirit, one voice to praise you, 
we are the body of Christ.  
One goal, one vision: 
To see you exalted. We are the body of Christ. 
And to this we give our lives to see you glorified. 

   

  
Sermon     Sweet Community  Pastor Mary Kay Totty 

The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 

Prayer Hymn Hymn of Promise     UMH 707, v. 2 

  There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
  there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
  From the past will come the future; what it holds a mystery, 
  unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory           Megan Forbes 
 
 Doxology           UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 
We remember and give thanks for those who came before us. We are grateful for their generosity which enables 
us to gather for worship this day. Holy One, help each of us to be as generous as those who have gone before 
that we, too, might make a difference in this congregation and community. Amen. 



            
Hymn  They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love   TFWS 2223 

1We are one in the Spirit,     2We will walk with each other, 
we are one in the Lord     we walk hand in hand, 
We are one in the Spirit,     we will walk with each other,  
we are one in the Lord     we walk hand in hand, 
and we pray that all unity     and together we’ll spread the news   
May one day be restored: (R)    that God is in our land: (R)    

3We will work with each other    4All praise to the Father,   
We will work side by side      fr0m whom all things come, 
we will work with each other    and all praise to Christ Jesus     
we will work side by side,     God’s only Son, 
and we’ll guard human dignity    and all praise to the Spirit, 
And save human pride: (R)     who makes us one: (R) 
    
    RAnd they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  
    yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love.   

Benediction         Pastor Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude          Megan Forbes 
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