
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
July 11, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

Call To Worship 
L: Let us give thanks for our faith ancestors who established a Methodist and a United Brethren   
 presence in Seward as far back at the middle of the 19th century.  
P:   Thanks be for those faith ancestors. 
L:   Let us give thanks for the 1968 union of the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United   
 Brethren Church as a denomination, and also locally to form the United Methodist Church of   
 Seward.  
P:   Thanks be for this union.  
L:   “From our past will come our future.” Let us give thanks for our history which has brought us   
 to this day.  
P:   Thanks be for our history. 



Hymn   Thy Word is a Lamp     UMH 601 
     

   RThy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

1 When I feel afraid,       2 Now I will not forget  
think I’ve lost my way,     your love for me and yet 
Still you’re there right beside me,    my heart forever is wandering. 
and Nothing will I fear     Jesus, be my guide,  
as long as you are near.     and hold me to your side, 
Please be near me to the end.    and I will love you to the end. 

Common Prayer 
God of Past, Present, and Future, we give thanks for the ones who established churches and passed 
down faith in Jesus to those of us who are the congregation of Seward United Methodist this day. May 
we learn from our past, may we be faithful in our present, and may we prepare with creativity for our 
future. We pray for the Holy Spirit to guide all our ministries. Amen. 

Children’s Time         Pastor Jen Davidson 

Scripture Lessons 
II Timothy 3:10-17 
10 Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 
steadfastness, 11 my persecutions, and my suffering the things that happened to me in Antioch, 
Iconium, and Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet God rescued me from all of them. 12 Indeed, all 
who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 13 But wicked people and impostors will 
go from bad to worse, deceiving others and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you 
have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, 15 and how from childhood you 
have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for 
every good work. 

I Corinthians 1:18-31 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 



26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29 so that no one 
might boast in the presence of God. 30 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in God.” 

Hymn   Wonderful Words of Life   UMH 600 

1Sing them over again to me,      2Christ, the blessed one, 
wonderful words of life;      gives to all wonderful words of life 
Let me more of their beauty see,      sinner, list to the loving call, 
wonderful words of life;      wonderful words of life; 
words of life and beauty teach me faith and duty.   all so freely given, wooing us to heaven. 

3Sweetly echo the gospel call,      RBeautiful words, wonderful words,   
wonderful words of life;      wonderful words of life. 
Offer pardon and peace to all,      Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
wonderful words of life;      wonderful words of life. 
Jesus, only Savior, sanctify forever. 

Sermon   The Word of God     Pastor Mary Kay Totty 

The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 

 Prayer Hymn Hymn of Promise     UMH 707, v. 2 

  There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
  there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
  From the past will come the future; what it holds a mystery, 
  unrevealed until its season, something God along can see. 
 
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory            Deb Snell 
 
 Doxology           UMH 95 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures here below; 



    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 
We remember and give thanks for those who came before us. We are grateful for their generosity 
which enables us to gather for worship this day. Holy One, help each of us to be as generous as those 
who have gone before that we, too, might make a difference in this congregation and community. 
Amen. 
            
Hymn    I Love to Tell the Story    UMH 156  

1 I love to tell the story     2I love to tell the story, 
of unseen things above     more wonderful it seems 
of Jesus and his glory,     than all the golden fancies  
of Jesus and his love     of all our golden dreams, 
I love to tell the story,     I love to tell the story,  
because I know tis true     it did so much for me; 
it satisfies my longings     and that is just the reason 
as nothing else can do.     I tell it now to thee. 

3I love to tell the story;     4I love to tell the story, 
’tis pleasant to repeat     for those who know it best 
what seems,  each time I tell it,    seem hungering and thirsting 
more wonderfully sweet.     to hear it like the rest. 
I love to tell the story,     And when, in scenes of glory, 
For some have never heard,    I sing the new, new song, 
the message of Salvation     ’twill be the old, old story 
from God’s own holy Word.    that I have loved so long. 

    RI love to tell the story, ’twill be my theme in glory, 
    to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

Benediction         Pastor Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude            Deb Snell 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
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