
Welcome to Seward United Methodist Church 
Easter Sunday 

April 4, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 

Making disciples who make a difference in Seward and beyond. 

Welcome and Greeting 

Call to Worship:  
L:    Christ has risen!  
P:    Christ has risen indeed!  
L:    God is alive...  
P:    New birth is given.  
L:    Hope is alive...  
P:     A new age is dawning.  
L:     Joy is alive...  
P:     Redemption is here.  
L:     Love is alive...  
P:     Death cannot harm us.  
L:     We are alive...  
P:     New life is within us.  
L:     The church is alive...  
P:     God's Spirit is within us. God of life, we worship you. God of creation, we praise 
you. God of revelation, we learn from you. God of resurrection, we are here to celebrate 
you.     (from "Flames of the Spirit" p. 39)  



Song of Praise    Jesus Messiah 

1 He became sin, who knew no sin;  C Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names 
that we might become His righteousness; Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross. The Rescue for sinners, the Ransom from heaven; 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. (C)  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
2 His body the bread, His blood the wine   B All our hope is in You 
broken and pure out, all for love.    All our hope in in You 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. All the glory to You, God, 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. (C)   the Light of the world.  

Common Prayer 
O Source of all living things, we praise you for the power of recurring re-creation of life we see around 
us, and for the timeless resurrection of Jesus our Christ. May these signs inspire us to manifest your 
presence in our relationships and actions, that those cries of joy first heard on Easter morning may 
echo through the centuries to our time and place. Amen.  (from "Bread for Journey" p.46)  
  
Children’s Time         Pastor Mary Kay Totty 

Scripture Lesson  
John 12:  24-26 (Jesus is speaking): 
24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life 
in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, God will honor. 

Mark 16:1-8  
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the 
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which 
was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is 
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from 
the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid. 

Hymn    Now the Green Blade Riseth    UMH 311 

1 Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain  2 In the grave they laid him, Love who had been slain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;   thinking that he never would awake again, 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:   laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.  Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 



3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,   4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain;   Jesus’ touch can call us back to life again, 
quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen:   fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.  Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

Sermon    Seeds of New Life   Pastor Mary Kay Totty 

Service of Confirmation 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ's holy Church.  We are incorporated 
into God's mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 
All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 
 
Through confirmation, and through the reaffirmation of our faith, we renew the covenant declared at 
our baptism, acknowledge what God is doing for us and affirm our commitment to Christ's holy 
Church. 

We present Ethan Anderson, Jena Eberspacher, Xander Foulk, Lawson Luebbe, & 
McKenzie Martin for confirmation  

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of 
your sin? 
 I do. 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in 
whatever forms they present themselves? 
 I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve 
him as your Lord, 
in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 
 I do. 

According to the grace given to you, will you remain a faithful member of Christ's holy Church 
and serve as Christ's representative in the world? 
 I will. 

Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, 
reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ? 
 We do. 



Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include these persons now before you 
in your care? 
 With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example 
 of Christ. 
 We will surround these persons with a community of love and forgiveness, 
 that they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to   
 others. 
 We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that   
 leads to life. 

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended   
 to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right   
 hand of the Father, 
 and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen. 

Name, the Holy Spirit work within you, 
that having been born through water and the Spirit, 
you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

As a member of Christ's universal Church, 
will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church, and do all in your power to 
strengthen its ministries? 
 I will. 

As a member of this congregation, Seward United Methodist Church, 
will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service 
and your witness? 
 I will. 



Members of the household of God, 
I commend these persons to your love and care. 
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
 We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in   
 Christian love. 
 As members together with you in the body of Christ  
 and in this congregation Of Seward United Methodist Church, 
 we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church 
 by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, 
 that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 

The God of all grace, 
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you and strengthen you that you may live in 
grace and peace. 

The Prayers of the People 
Please share your joys or concerns at the microphone or in the comments on Facebook or by texting us at 402-810-8900. 
 Prayer Song   Shout to the Lord 

  1 My Jesus, my Savior,    C Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing 
  Lord there is none like you   power and majesty praise to the King 
  All of my days, I want to praise   mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
  the wonders of your mighty love.  at the sound of Your name 
  My comfort, my shelter   I sing for joy at the work of your hands 
  tower of refuge and strength  forever I love You forever I’ll stand 
  Let every breath, all that I am  Nothing compare to the promise I have 
  never cease to worship You.  in You 
   
 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

Offering 
 Doxology           UMH 94 

Prayer of Dedication 
     Holy One, thank you for sharing Jesus with us. Thank you for choosing us to carry on the work  
Jesus did. We bring our offerings to help in that work. Bless the offerings that they can do good in our 
town and all around the world. Help us to be better disciples every day. Amen.  
            ( adapted from "Bread for the Journey" p. 48) 

Easter Celebration of Communion 
Invitation 
The Resurrection has begun! The Day of Celebration is here! 
Alleluia! 



We gather at the table to share in the Banquet of Life! 
Here we meet all who share with us the hope for a brighter future! 
All who wish to follow The Way of Life are welcome to eat and drink at God's table. 
Let us eat together. 

Thanksgiving 
Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen Indeed! 
We should give thanks! 
Thanks and praise to the One who brings life! 

Gracious God, we raise voices hoarse from shouting alleluias, 
we sing praises for the wonder of an empty tomb, 
we give thanks for the gifts of life, of life that breaks the bonds of death. 
We sing songs of praise for the world you have given us, for the beauty of the earth, for 
the glory of the skies. 
As the spring deepens and the earth thaws, as green breaks through the brown of winter, 
we sing songs of hope for new life springing from dead soil, for the promise held in 
every seed that is sown. 

As people of faith we remember all those who have gone before. 
People like Moses and Miriam, leading their people to freedom; like Sarah and 
Abraham, seeking a new life in a strange land; like Peter and Mary, proclaiming an 
empty tomb and life beyond the cross. 
We remember these and many others, named and unnamed, who have embraced Your life, Your 
hope, and moved into a new age. 
And we trust that in remembering and retelling their stories, we too can take the leap 
into New Life. 

Deep among all those memories we remember the life of a Special One. 
Jesus, Child of Mary. 
Born of a woman, he grew to adulthood among people who struggled daily for life. 
Baptized by John, he embraced the life to which You called him. 
He taught and preached a vision of a world where all divisions were broken down, where all had what 
they needed for abundant life, where the Reign of God was as real on earth as in heaven. 
And though the powerful in his world fought back, he stood strong. 
When offered a chance to take the easy way he overcame his own fear and instead prayed “yet Thy will 
be done”. 
Even though they put him to death you raised him to life, vindicating his vision and 
bringing hope and healing to the world. 

As inheritors of that hope we join together in the cries the welcomed him into Jerusalem, the cries of 
hope for the world: 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Holy One! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest! 



Remembering 
As we gather at this table we remember a story told mere days ago 
and yet also an age ago 
We remember that Jesus gathered with his closest friends in an Upper Room to share the feast of 
liberation 
And while sharing the ancient story of freedom, he called them to remember the 
promised freedom of God's Kingdom. 
We remember that at that table he took the bread, gave thanks for it, blessed it, broke it and passed it 
among them saying: 
This is my body, broken by and for the world. Whenever you eat it remember me. 

Then later he took the cup of wine, blessed it and passed it among them saying: 
This is the cup of the New Covenant, sealed in my blood. Whenever you drink it 
remember me, and look toward the fulfillment of God's Kingdom. 

And so we break the bread and pour the cup and we remember with hope. 
On this Easter Day we share in the Banquet of Freedom to celebrate Life Victorious! 

Transforming 
God of Life, in the beginning your Spirit hovered over the water,  
calling forth life, creating and inspiring. 
Send Your Spirit upon we who gather to share this meal, infuse this bread and this juice with the 
Spirit's power, 
As we eat and drink my we feel the power of Life Triumphant pulse in our veins, the fire 
of hope blaze in our hearts, and the joy of the Empty tomb dance in our souls. 
Christ who died is now alive! 
Alleluia! Amen.          (written by Gord Waldie) 

Special Music   Remembrance     Praise Team 

Hymn    Christ the Lord is Risen Today   UMH 302 

 1 Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  2 Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
 Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! Fought the fight the battle won, Alleluia! 
 Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
 Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

 3 Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  4 Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
 Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! Following our exalted head, Alleluia! 
 Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
 Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

Benediction         Pastor Mary Kay Totty 

Postlude           Sarah Rodocker 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 



Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and 
streaming license CSPL139482  

and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.


