Seward UMC @ Junto Winery

As you arrive, you are invited to pick up a pastry and beverage. Please wait until the appropriate time to begin eating and sipping.

Welcome and Greeting
Hymn

Chris Has Risen
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1 Christ

has risen while earth slumbers,
Christ has risen where hope died,
as he said and as he promised,
as we doubted and denied.
Let the moon embrace the blessing;
let the sun sustain the cheer;
let the world confirm the rumor:
Christ is risen, God is here!

2 Christ

3 Christ

4 Christ

has risen to companion
former friends who fear the night,
sensing loss and limitation
where their faith had once burned bright.
They bemoan what is no longer,
they expect no hopeful sign
till Christ ends their conversation,
breaking bread and sharing wine.

has risen for the people
whom he died to love and save;
Christ has risen for the women
bringing flowers to grace his grave.
Christ has risen for disciples
huddled in an upstairs room.
God whose word inspired creation
can’t be silenced by the tomb.
has risen and forever
lives to challenge and to change
all whose lives are messed or mangled,
all who find religion strange.
Christ is risen, Christ is present
making us what he has been —
evidence of transformation
in which God is known and seen.

The Love Feast
Reader 1:
Years ago, many small churches did not see an ordained minister every week. Sometimes an ordained
minister would only come through town once a month or so.
Reader 2:
When the ordained minister’s circuit brought them to a church there would be baptisms to perform, weddings
to oﬃciate, and communion to consecrate.
Reader 3:
In between visits of the clergy, congregations would still gather weekly to read scripture, hear testimonies,
sing hymns, and pray. Sometimes they would also observe a “Love Feast.”
Reader 1:
Unlike communion, anyone could preside at a love feast. A Love Feast often includes testimonies, singing,
and prayers.

Reader 2:
grateful.

This old tradition is just right for settings just like these. We will begin by naming things for which we are

Reader 3:

Turn to your neighbor or neighbors and each share something for which they give thanks this morning. This

will be our testimony.
Time for Sharing
Reader 2:
As we gather for this Easter sunrise service, we remember that several of Jesus’s resurrection appearances
happened while food was shared including when the Risen Christ met the disciples on the beach in the early morning.
Reader 1:

We remember that Jesus shared a simple breakfast with the disciples who had been fishing most of the night.

Reader 3:

And in the sharing of that meal, the disciples recognized the Holy in their midst.

Reader 1:

On this Easter morning, we give thanks that Christ Is Risen!

Reader 2:

We oﬀer praise and thanksgiving for this day!

Reader 3:
Let us pray: God of Resurrection and New Life, we thank you for this day. As the sun rises in the sky, may
your Son rise anew in our hearts. Fashion our lives to be reflections of your love and grace. Amen.
Hymn

Be Present at Our Table, Lord
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Be present at our table, Lord; be here and everywhere adored;
thy creatures bless, and grant that we may feast in paradise with thee.
Reader 2:

We now invite you to enjoy your pastry and beverage as our worship service continues.

Scripture Lesson
John 12: 24-26 (Jesus is speaking):
24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.
26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, God will honor.
Mark 16:1-8
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they
might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.
3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not
be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the
place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just
as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
Children’s Time
Hymn

Now the Green Blade Riseth
1 Now

the green blade riseth, from the buried grain
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.

2 In

3 Forth

4 When

he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain;
quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
Sermon

Seeds of New Life
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the grave they laid him, Love who had been slain,
thinking that he never would awake again,
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unsee:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.

our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Jesus’ touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
Pastor Mary Kay Totty

Service of Confirmation
Brothers and sisters in Christ:
Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ's holy Church.
We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit.
All this is God's gift, oﬀered to us without price.
Through confirmation, and through the reaﬃrmation of our faith, we renew the covenant declared at our baptism,
acknowledge what God is doing for us and aﬃrm our commitment to Christ's holy Church.
We present Max Briggs for confirmation
On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you:
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?
I do.
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they
present themselves?
I do.
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord,
in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?
I do.
According to the grace given to you, will you remain a faithful member of Christ's holy Church
and serve as Christ's representative in the world?
I will.
Do you, as Christ's body, the Church,
reaﬃrm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ?
We do.
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include this person now before you in your care?
With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ.
We will surround this person with a community of love and forgiveness,
that he may grow in his trust of God, and be found faithful in his service to others.
We will pray for him, that he may be a true disciple who walks in the way that leads to life.
Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen.
Max, the Holy Spirit work within you,
that having been born through water and the Spirit,
you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen.

As a member of Christ's universal Church,
will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church, and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries?
I will.
As a member of this congregation, Seward United Methodist Church,
will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your witness?
I will.
Members of the household of God,
I commend these persons to your love and care.
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation Of Seward United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
The God of all grace,
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you and strengthen you that you may live in grace and peace.
Morning Prayer
The People of God Share Joys & Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Hymn

Christ the Lord is Risen Today
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1 Christ

the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!

3 Lives

4 Soar

again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!
Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!

2 Love’s

we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted head, Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

Benediction

Pastor Mary Kay Totty
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