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Advent Season Live Nativity Outreach

Dear Ones, 

Thank you, thank you for braving the cold, wearing the 
costumes, staffing the entrance & exit, and generally being all 
around marvelous! The Drive-Thru Living Nativity was 
wonderful thanks to each and every one of you! For our first 
time doing one of these, it went very well. 

 We had 66 cars drive thru on Saturday and 55 on Sunday. 
Almost all the cars had at least two people, some had even 
more. About half that came were not connected with our 
church. Thank you for being a part of this outreach and witness 
ministry that brightened the season for well more than 250 
people! 

Well done, good and faithful ones! 

  Grace, peace, Mary Kay

Art during Advent at Bright Beginnings

Art is a huge part of the curriculum and play at
Bright Beginnings Child Development Center for
children of all ages.  The infants enjoy using
their fingers and hands as they move the
materials in the plastic bags.  What a fun way to
use fine motor skills!

Our new outside science, art, and music area is
making some progress.  We have the "log
benches" and boundaries in place.  The newly
ordered pieces have arrived and are awaiting
good weather for the addition of base sand and
pebbles before installation.  This project is part
of the Jane and Jim Gardner Memorial for
Children in our nature area.  We are so excited
to make progress on this project.  

love and prayers, 

Pastor Jo Ellen



Upcoming Advent Events

December 16th – 6:00pm Blue Christmas Service Online

Are you struggling with the holidays? Is this time of 
year difficult for you? Is grief or anxiety lingering close
by? Then maybe you would be interested in Seward 
United Methodist Church's "Blue Christmas Service." 
This virtual worship service is designed to 
acknowledge that the holidays are not happy nor 
festive for some folks and that's OK. Bring your tears, 
your sorrow, your worry, your stress and find solace in
this time of worship. The virtual Blue Christmas 
Service will premiere on Wednesday evening, 
December 16th at 6:00pm. Pastors Mary Kay and Jo 
Ellen will be available online, by phone and in-person 
to help. May you know the God of love and hope 
seeks to comfort you if you find yourself in a blue 
season.

December 20th – 5:00pm Drive-In Carol in Cars 

How can we safely sing Christmas carols during a surge in the pandemic??? From the 
warmth and safety of our own cars!!  Join us in the parking lot of Seward United Methodist 
Church on Sunday evening, December 20th at 5:00pm for a time of singing carols and then 
watching a beloved holiday classic, A Peanuts Christmas and our Children's Christmas Pageant. A 
Christmas Worship bag can be picked up upon arrival (after 4:30pm). Treats will be provided, 
bring your own favorite cocoa/coffee/soda/water.  This drive-in event will use radio 
broadcasting to lead the carols and share the sound of the holiday classic short film. In our 
cars, with the windows up, we can both sing and keep our germs to ourselves. Come one, 
come all to this inaugural holiday event!  

December 24th -4:30, 6:30 Christmas Eve Worship Services

Christmas Eve: at 4:00pm - An online worship service will be available for you on Facebook 
and YouTube.

Christmas Eve: at 6:30pm - Join us in-person (with masks), outside on the front lawn, for a 
candlelight service. Bring a chair to sit upon, or stand for this short worship time. We will have
music by guitar celebrating our dear Savior Jesus' birth.



December 27th -8:00 Special Christmas Worship Services

Pastor Jo Ellen will be sharing with us from the conference special worship planned by the 
team she took part in for the conference. Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. will bring the message with 
music and readings from all across Nebraska and Kansas. You are in for a treat! You can 
worship any time on Facebook and YouTube, but Pastor Jo Ellen will be in the live feed on 
Facebook at 8:00am to share in welcome and prayers with each of you. Wess and Shannon 
also assisted in this special worship time. Watch for us!

Nebraska Brass Holiday Concert on Facebook

Join us Sunday, December 20th at 3:00pm
on our Facebook page for our holiday
concert. Holiday favorites by Nebraska
Brass are sure to bring cheer and warm
your heart this holiday season. Selections
will include "Joy to the World," "In the
Bleak Midwinter," "I Saw Three Ships,"
"Christmastime is Here," plus a new
arrangement of "Have Yourself A Merry
Little Christmas" by our horn player Ric
Ricker.

Featuring Dean Haist and Brad Obbink on
trumpet, Ric Ricker on horn, Mark Mendell
on trombone, and Nancy Vogt on tuba.

The event is free. A personal Facebook account is not needed to view the event. 

https://www.facebook.com/nebraskabrass


Christmas Eve Virtual Choir Event

Hello Singers! For Christmas Eve 2020, Seward United Methodist Church is hosting a Virtual 
Christmas Choir!  We will be singing “together” through digital means two Christmas favorites 
— Hark! The Herald Angels Sing & Joy to the World!!!

Many of you have probably not been in a virtual choir before…but as the angels said to the 
shepherds “Fear not!”  A virtual choir isn’t as scary as you are thinking.  I am also here to help
you through the process at any time.  Here is how to participate:

Step One: Review the music and listen to the demo recording.  These arrangements are new 
and different, bringing a sense of joy and excitement to the story of God’s love they contain.  
Once you’ve listened one or two times, then try singing along with the part-dominant practice 
track.  The music, demo recording and part-dominant accompaniment tracks can be found 
online at sumcvirtualchoir.

Step Two: Listen and sing with the part-dominate practice track a few times, until you begin to
feel comfortable with the part.  Sing along as you would if we were all together in person.  
Use good breath support and nice, open vowels.  :-). It’s a good idea to sing along while you 
listen through headphones/earbuds.  This is important for step three.

Step Three: Record!  You will need a device to record you (phone, tablet, computer, video 
camera, etc.) and a device to play the part-dominate track that you will sing along with while 
you record.  Important - you MUST use headphone/earbuds to hear the accompaniment track
while you are recording.  In the video, we only want to hear your voice, not the 
accompaniment in the background.  Dress in your favorite Christmas clothes and record 
yourself from the waist up.  Stand when singing and record in the landscape/horizontal 
camera angle.  Relax and have fun while singing!  We aren’t looking for perfection here.

Step Four: Send your videos to me by December 20th by email. I will compile the videos into 
our final virtual Christmas choir format.  The videos will premiere on Christmas Eve during 
worship!   

I hope you will consider this music ministry opportunity and participate in the Seward United 
Methodist Church Virtual Christmas Choir!  Although we are physically separated to keep 
each other safe and healthy, we can join our voices together in song and praise of Jesus, our 
Savior!

If you have specific questions or need help, I am happy to speak with you.  Just let me know!

Wess

https://bit.ly/sumcvirtualchoir

