
     

Words of Welcome and Announcements: 

• Faithful and Inclusive Bible study begins in-person and via zoom.  Zoom sessions will begin 
Sunday, October 4 at 6:30 p.m.  In-person sessions will begin Tuesday, October 6 at 6:30 p.m.  
Call the church office to sign up or call Amy Miller with any quesLons at 402-643-5068. 

• All animals and pets are welcome to a special Blessing of the Animals service on Wednesday, 
October 4.  A picnic supper will be provided at 5:30 p.m. with the blessing service beginning at 
6:00 p.m.  If your creature would not do well in public, we invite you to bring a photo. 

• Seward UMC work day will be Saturday, October 10 from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  There will be 
various jobs to complete both indoors and outdoors.  Please consider volunteering for an hour…
or four! 

Peace of Christ Blessing 

Call to Worship (Psalm 100) 
    L:    Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth. Worship God with gladness and come into God's   
 presence with thanksgiving.  
    P:   Know that the Most High is God. It is God that made us, and to God, we belong; we are God's   
 people, and the sheep of God's pasture.  
    L:    Enter God's gates with thanksgiving, and God's courts with praise, give thanks and bless God's   
 name.  
    P:    For God is good. God's steadfast love endures forever, and God's faithfulness to all    
 generaFons. 

Welcome to Worship 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Worship Gathering 

Making Disciples Who Make a Difference in Seward and Beyond 



Song of Praise – Cry of My Heart (TFWS 2165) 

It is the cry of my heart to follow you 
Is is  he cry of my heart to be close to you 
Is is the cry of my heart to follow, all of the days of my life. 

1 Teach me your holy ways, O God, so I can walk in your truth. 
Teach my your holy ways, O God, and make me wholly devoted to you. 

2 Open my eyes so I can see the wonderful things that you do. 
Open my heart up more and more, and make my wholly devoted to you.  

Our Common Prayer (MKT, 2019) 

God of Grace and God of Glory, in a world that cares most about the boIom line and geJng to the top, 
remind us that there is a wideness to your mercy. Remind us that your grace extends to each and every 
person -- a grace that saves us, grounds us, and calls us to faithfulness. Teach us to be agents of grace in 
a world of judgement. Amen and amen.  

Children’s Time        Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

Scripture Lesson - Romans 12:9-18 

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual 
affecRon; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve God. 
12 Rejoice in hope, be paRent in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 
what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

Response to Scripture – Help Us to Know Ourselves, Oh God (Darrin Issac - University Heights UMC) 

1Help us to know ourselves oh God,  2Help us to see ourselves oh God, 
the ways that we perceive   in true and honest ways 
and how we see the world around  that do not hide from wounds we’ve felt 
through all that we believe.   or stress throughout our days. 
Each circumstance is different,   Together we can build a life. 
each challenge is unique.    Together we can share. 
Your summons calls us forth to serve,  Together we can start anew, 
Your kingdom God, we seek   our crosses bravely bear. 



3Help us to look within oh God,   4Help us to see your face oh God, 
to see the pain we’ve dealt   in every one we meet 
through blindness or through silent prayers your jusRce loudly cries to all 
while acRon was not felt.    while marching through your streets. 
It’s not too late to change ourselves,  We know that change is coming soon, 
it’s not too late to grow.    we know that God is here! 
It’s not too late to come to terms,  We know your world will be made new, 
the grace of God to know.    Your Kingdom now draws near. 

Message         Grace Abounds: SancFfying Grace          Pastor Mary Kay ToZy 

Prayer: Type in your joys/concerns or text to 402-810-8900. 

Prayer Hymn – Grace Alone (TFWS 2162, v. 2) 

Every soul we long to reach, ever heart we hope to teach, 
everywhere we share God’s peace is only by God’s grace. 
Every loving word we say, ever tear we wipe away, 
ever sorrow turned to praise is only by God’s grace. 

Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown God will provide. 
Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will go forth in grace alone. 

Pastoral Prayer 

People’s Prayers: Joys and Concerns shared 

Lord’s Prayer 

The Great Thanksgiving 
For Holy Communion, if at home, you may use whatever simple elements you have at hand --bread, crackers, pita, juice, 
water, wine. If you are at in person worship please use the elements you brought from home or pick up cracker and water in 
the foyer. 

The Great Thanksgiving

L: God be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to God. 
L: Let us give thanks to God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Creating God, 
even in the midst of such strange times around the world.

You formed us, breathing life into us. 
When we got ourselves into that first strange time in the garden, 
you clothed us and watched over us 
as we went out to make our own way. 



Your love kept calling us back to you, and sometimes we heard it. 
When we stepped into freedom after bondage in Egypt, we were following your love. 
Even in the midst of the strange times of famines and illness, injustice and unrest, 
you continued to create by speaking love into our hearts 
through prophets and teachers, priests and widows.

And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God.

We praise you for speaking love into and through Jesus Christ. 
He knew what it was like to grow up in strange times. 
He grew up under the violence of Roman occupation. 
He grew up impoverished, experiencing the pain of poverty. 
His heart was open to see the way we use religion not to nourish and strengthen, 
but to cut down and cover up. 
And even though the suffering of the world seemed insurmountable then, just as it does today, 
Jesus proclaimed the coming of a world defined entirely by love. 
He poured your love over us through healing the sick and eating with sinners, 
and he challenged us to love one another and ourselves as you love us all.

Around the world our tables look different and even strange today, 
but your Table is always one defined by love. 
We love one another even by not partaking of one literal loaf. 
We love one another by wearing masks and distancing our bodies, 
even though we long to hold hands, hug, and sing. 
The first communion meal was a fraught table just as ours is now. 
Jesus knew some of his friends would betray him, deny him, and abandon him. 
And he nourished them anyway, just as you nourish us in these strange times.

You gave yourself to us in Jesus, 
pouring love over us, filling us with grace. 
You took bread and said:

“This is the bread of life, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

You took drink from the vine and said:

“This cup is the new covenant of grace, 
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”

The disciples did not understand. 
We do not understand. 
But we remember. 
May our remembering connect us to you and one another even in such strange times. 
So let us proclaim this mystery of faith:



Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your Spirit on us gathered here and on these gifts of bread and cup, 
pointing us toward that day when we who are many will partake of one loaf and one cup. 
Breathe life and love into us and knit us together, 
even as we eat distanced from one another. 
Make these gifts for us be the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for this broken world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
Though our communion this morning may feel disjointed and strange, 
nourish us to minister with all the world until Christ comes in final victory 
and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Child Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

  

The Breaking of the Bread and Offering of the Cup and Sharing in the Feast

Using those words that fit your context, invite one another to the Table and eat together.

Communion Hymn - Remembrance 
I take the bread of life, broken for all my sin.  Your body crucified, to make me whole again. 
I will recall the cup, poured out in sacrifice, to trade this sinner’s end for Your new covenant. 
 Hallelujah.  I’ll live my life in remembrance. 
 Hallelujah.  Your promise I won’t forget. 
I’ll walk salvaRons road with fear and trembling.  Your way borne as my own as Christ is formed in me. 
 Hallelujah.  I’ll live my life in remembrance. 
 Hallelujah.  Your promise I won’t forget. 
If ever I should lose my way, if ever I deny Your grace, remind me of the price You paid. 
 Hallelujah.  I’ll live in remembrance. 
You’ve been so, so good to me.  You’ve been so, so good to me.  Oh to think where I would be if not for You. 
As far as heights reach from the depths as far as east is from the west, so far Your grace has carried me. 
UnRl I see you face to face, unRl at last I’ve won my race, remind me You’re not finished yet. 
 Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.  I’ll live in remembrance.

The Prayer after Receiving

Behold: we have experienced a mystery! 
Ordinary bread and ordinary fruit become for us nourishing life that can transform 
even the grief and fear of these strange times into hope and love. 
May it be so not just in this meal but each meal. 
And may we who have been fed go forth to feed others. Amen.

(Communion liturgy used with permission by Rev. Shannon Sullivan, 2020)  

Offering 
 We give generously of our Rme, talents, gids, service, and witness. 
  To make a gi^ in support of our conLnued ministry during the global pandemic,    
  please  place your offering in the box near the front door, or visit sewardumc.org    
  and click on the ‘donate’ bucon. 

http://sewardumc.org


Offertory    Holy Manna     Handbell Choir   

Doxology, Praise God From Whom All Blessing Flow (UMH 95) 
 Spoken together in unison:  
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
  Praise God all creatures here below 
  Praise God above ye heavenly host 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of DedicaFon (UMC, BOW) 

Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gid, teach us to render to you all that we have and all 
that we are, that we may praise you, not with our lips only, but with our whole lives. Amen.  

Blessing          Pastor Mary Kay ToZy 

Song of Praise – Your Grace in Enough 

1 Great is Your faithfulness O God   2 Great is Your love and jusRce God 
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart  You use the weak to lead the strong 
You lead us by sRll waters into mercy   You lead us in the song of Your salvaRon 
And nothing can keep us apart   And all Your people sing along 

Remember Your people    Your grace is enough 
Remember Your children    Your grace is enough 
Remember Your promise O God   Your grace is enough for me 

Yeah Your grace is enough 
Heaven reaches out to us 
Your grace is enough for me 
God I sing Your grace is enough 
I'm covered in Your love 
Your grace is enough for me for me 

Postlude           Megan Forbes 

Please wait for an usher to dismiss you from the sanctuary, row by row.  Thank you! 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and 

streaming license CSPL139482 and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  
Office hours: Flexible Right Now… call ahead 


