
                

 

Words of Welcome and Announcements: 

• Thank offering Sunday is September 13.  We invite you join us in this giving opportunity.  
Offering boxes for your coins (and bills!) are at the Welcome Center.  You may also use your own 
container from home. 

• Save the date!  Crop Walk 2020 will be a virtual walk during the week of October 4th—10th.  
Some of us will walk on October 4th at 4:00 p.m., while being distanced.  Watch for more details 
soon! 

Peace of Christ Blessing 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Ruth Duck, Bread for the Journey, Pilgrim Press, 1981, p.53.) 
Leader:  Now is the /me to awaken to the presence of God the Eternal Spirit. 
People:  Now is the Bme to come alive with our songs of praise. 
Leader:  Today we open ourselves to the power of the Spirit in our lives. 
People:  Today we extend our hands in caring toward humanity. 
All:   We do all this because we have responded to the ministry and message of Jesus Christ, 
  whose people we are. 

Song of Praise – Let All Things Now Living (TFWS 2008) 

1 Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God the Creator triumphantly raise, 
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, who guides us and leads to the end of our days. 
God’s banners fly o’er us; God’s light goes before us, a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
Zll shadows have vanished and darkness is banish, as forward we travel from light into light. 
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2 The law God enforces, the stars in their courses and sun in its orbit obediently shine, 
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, the deeps of the ocean proclaim the Divine. 
We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; with glad adoraZon a song let us raise, 
Zll all things now living unite in thanksgiving: To God in the highest hosanna and praise! 

Our Common Prayer (unison)  

God, we thank you today for a /me to pause… A /me to worship… A /me to reflect and give thanks.  
We thank you for the work of our hands and feet.  We thank you for the work of others. For those who 
labor, we truly give you thanks.  God, we thank you for your work, in the crea/on of this world we are 
allowed to live in and allowed to take care of. Amen. 

Children’s Time        Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

Scripture Lesson - Adapted Psalm 149 
(For use in worship, adapted with acknowledgement copyright © Jeff Shrowder 2003) 

Praise God! Sing to God a new song. Praise God among the communion of saints. Let the people of God 
rejoice in their creator. Let them praise God with dance, and celebrate with musical instruments, 
because God delights in them, and adorns the despairing with welfare. Let all the saints jump for joy; 
let them cry out with gladness where they rest. Let high praises of God be in their throats: word and 
song that overcome injus/ce, binding rulers in chains and the powerful in iron shackles; bringing jus/ce 
to them, and honor to all God's faithful. Praise God! 

Response to Scripture – Halle, Halle, Halleluja (TFWS 2026) 

Halle, Halle, Halle - lu - ja! 
Halle, Halle, Halle - lu - ja! 
Halle, Halle, Halle - lu - ja! 
Halleluja!  Halleluja! 

Message         Sing to God a New Song           Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

LITANY OF PRAISE, Adapted and based on Psalm 149 
(Eugene Blair, The Africana Worship Book: Year A, Discipleship Resources, 2006, p. 119.) 

One: Praise God and sing to God a new song. 
Many: Let’s li[ our voices and just praise God! 
One: Let the people rejoice in God their maker, and let all the children be filled with joy. 
Many: Let’s li[ our hands and just praise God! 
One: Praise God with dancing and singing, /mbrels and harps. 
Many: Let’s li[ our souls and just praise God! 
One: Let the saints of God be joyful and let them sing aloud all the day long. 
Many: Let’s li[ our songs and just praise God! 
One: Let there be high praises to God in our mouths and on our lips. 
Many: Let’s li[ our shouts and just praise God 
One: Praise God for mighty deeds of jus/ce, righteousness, and honor. 
All: Let’s just praise God! 

Prayer: Type in your joys/concerns or text to 402-810-8900. 



Prayer Hymn – Take My Life, and Let It Be (UMH 399) 

Take my life, and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
swi^ and beau/ful for thee. 

Pastoral Prayer 

People’s Prayers: Joys and Concerns shared 

Lord’s Prayer 

The Great Thanksgiving 

One:  Creator of the harvest- We li^ our voices in praise! 
Many: Creator of the table – In you we find our peace. 
One:  In gra/tude we gather to share this meal. 
Many: With thanksgiving, we gather to share our love for neighbor. 
One:   As the sun sets earlier, the days become cooler, and the crops near harvest, we celebrate 
the plenitude of fruits available to us.  We acknowledge the ways that we can use our gi^s to care for 
our siblings in need.  We extend this table through the work of our hands and the missions of this 
church family. 

As we celebrate this sacrament, may we remember the laborers in the fields: 
The harvesters of the wheat and grapes. 
The transporters of the their yields. 
Those who transform wheat into bread and grapes into juice. 
Bless their hands and feet as they labor at farms and gardens, in trucks and warehouses.  We give 
thanks for the ones who prepare the table here today.  May their gi^s of prepara/on and hospitality 
inspire us to extend hospitality to the strangers among us.   

A^er laboring on the streets of Jerusalem- 
Doing jus/ce, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God- 
Jesus clutched bread in his hands.  He blessed the food, gave thanks, and heardully expressed to his 
friends that this was the bread of life.  “As you eat this bread, remember me.” 

A^er supper, Jesus grasped the cup filled with the gi^s of the vine.  In his blessing, he reminded them 
“whenever you drink of this cup, remember me.” 

Spirit of wisdom and of wonder, wind around these elements today.  May they s/r us from stagna/on 
into ac/vely loving God, our neighbors, and ourselves.  May our par/cipa/on at this table transform us 
into the people God is calling us to be. 

With gra/tude, we gather at this table.  As we take a piece of bread, let us experience the love of God 
as seen in Jesus the Christ.  As we immerse the bread into the cup, let us remember the grace that 
pours from God. 

Let us pray… 



Offering 
 We give generously of our /me, talents, gi^s, service, and witness. 
  To make a gib in support of our conZnued ministry during the global pandemic,    
  please  place your offering in the box near the front door, or visit sewardumc.org    
  and click on the ‘donate’ budon. 

Offertory           

Doxology, Praise God From Whom All Blessing Flow (UMH 95) 
 Spoken together in unison:  
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
  Praise God all creatures here below 
  Praise God above ye heavenly host 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of DedicaBon (unison) — (Exodus 12:1-14) 
 Our God and our Deliverer, as you protected the Israelites in their Bmes of trials, brought 
them out of Egypt and led them through the wilderness, so you have guided and protected us in our 
Bme of trials, anxiety, and uncertainty. In our bringing, of our offering today, we remember that in 
the first Passover, it was the act of an offering that idenBfied households your people, protected by 
you. We give these gi[s in thanksgiving for your care for us, in hope for your conBnued presence, and 
as a sign of our desire to follow. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  

Closing Hymn – Glory to God Forever 

1 Before the world was made    2 Creator God you gave 
Before You spoke it to be    me breathe so I could praise 
You were the King of kings    Your great and matchless name 
Yeah You were, yeah You were   All my days, all my days 
And now You're reigning s/ll    So let my whole life be 
Enthroned above all things    a blazing offering 
Angels and saints cry out    A life that shouts and sings 
We join them as we sing    The greatness of our King 

Chorus  Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God Forever! (repeat) 
Bridge  Take my life and let it be, all for you and for your glory 
 Take my life and let it be yours (repeat) 

Blessing 

 Please wait for an usher to dismiss you from the sanctuary, row by row.  Thank you! 
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