
                

Preservice Music  Varia&ons on How Firm a Founda&on   Dylan Teut 
     arr. Michael Burkhardt, Janet Linkner.  

Words of Welcome and Announcements: 

• Please be sure to check out the Seward United Methodist webpage for links, news, details, 
and upcoming ministry items. 

• Thank offering Sunday is September 13.  We invite you join us in this giving opportunity.  
Offering boxes for your coins (and bills!) are at the Welcome Center.  You may also use your 
own container from home. 

Peace of Christ Blessing 

Call to Worship  (MKT, August 2020) 
Leader:  Take a deep breath….  
  Breathe in for a count of five,  
  Hold for a count of four,  
  Breathe out for a count of five,  
                  
People:   In the midst of chaoFc Fmes, we will pause.  
  We will remember to breathe deep. 
  We will remember who we are and whose we are.  
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Leader:   Entering into worship,  
  We are reminded that God created the Sabbath 
  For our rest and well-being.  
  Take another deep breath as we turn our focus to God. 

Song of Praise – Great and Mighty Is God 

Chorus  Great and Mighty is God x x x   Verse Let us liK God’s name up high 
 Great and Mighty is God x x x    Celebrate God’s grace 
 Clothed in glory arrayed in splendor   For God has redeemed our lives 
 Great and Mighty is God x x x (repeat)  And God reigns…on high! 
x = clap 

Our Common Prayer (unison)  -- MKT, August 2020 

God of the Universe, God of this Moment, we are in the midst of chaoFc and unseRling Fmes. We 
are trying to fend off a pandemic, we are trying to keep the economy going, we are worried about 
the November elecFons. SomeFmes the stress of this Fme, makes us anxious and even short 
tempered. Help us, O God. Help us remember and reclaim our core values and to embody those 
values even in these turbulent Fmes. Call forth our best selves to meet the challenges of these days. 
Amen. 

Sacrament of BapFsm and RecepFon of New Members (UMH 33) 
 Khloie Jolynn Fleek 
  Parents: Chad and Kelli Fleek   
  Sibling:  Kennedi 
  Grandparents: Jay & Julie Dring | Mike & PaUy Fleek | Sandy Johnson 
  Godparents: RusWn Dring | Alexis & Sean Fintel | Jennifer Fleek & OJ Hodges 

…The pastor addresses the congrega&on: 
 Do you as Christ’s body, the church, 
 reaffirm both your rejecWon of sin 
  and your commitment to Christ? 

 We do. 

 Will you nurture one another in the ChrisWan faith and life and include this person now before   
 you in your care? 

 With God’s help we will proclaim the good news 
  and live according to the example of Christ. 
 We will surround this person 
  with a community of love and forgiveness, 
  that she may grow in her service to others. 
 We will pray for her 
  that she may be a true disciple 
  who walks in the way that leads to life. 



The pastor addresses all: 
 Let us join together in professing the ChrisWan faith 
  as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 
 Do you believe in God the Father? 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under PonFus Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrecFon of the body, 
  and the life everlasFng. 

Thanksgiving Over the Water 

BapWsm with Laying on of Hands 

 …Now it is our joy to welcome our new sister in Christ. 

 Through bapFsm 
 you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit 
  into God’s new creaFon 
 and made to share in Christ’s royal priesthood. 
 We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you 
  as a member of the family of Christ. 

Response to BapFsm - God Claims You (TFWS 2249) 
Refrain  Khloie and Kennedi, God claims you,  
 God helps you, protects you, and loves you too.  

1 We this day do all agree, a child of God you’ll always be. 
2 We your family love you so, we vow to help your faith to grow.  
3 We are here to say this day that we will help you on your way. 



RecepWon into the Local CongregaWon 

CommendaWon and Welcome 

 Members of the household of God, 
 I commend to you these persons to your love and care. 
 Do all in your power to increase their faith, 
  confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 

 We give thanks for all that God has already given you 
  and we welcome you in ChrisFan love. 
 As members together with you 
  in the body of Christ 
  and in this congregaFon 
  of The United Methodist Church, 
 we renew our covenant 
  faithfully to parFcipate 
  in the ministries of the church 
  by our prayers, our presence, 
  our gias, our service, and our witness, 
 that in everything God may be glorified 
  through Jesus Christ. 

 The God of all grace, 
  who has called us to internal glory in Christ, 
 establish you and strengthen you 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 that you may live in grace and peace. 

Special Music 
 Give Me Oil In My Lamp      Jacquelyn Forbes 

Children’s Time        Pastor Mary Kay ToRy 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
Everyone is invited to have their backpack at hand and to imagine it filled with the various items named 
in the blessing…  

 Bless, O God, these backpacks that they will stay sturdy through this school year, that they will 
distribute their weight appropriately. Let those who use these backpacks have a good school year.  

 Into our backpacks, go books to symbolize learning — grant that those who teach will do so 
with compassion and paWence, grant that students will find joy and ease in learning.  

 Into our backpacks, go pencils and pens to symbolize quesWoning and figuring things out — Help 
our students, O God, to learn how to quesWon and reason and problem solve. Teach them to think and 
not just recite.  



       Into our backpacks, go crayons and scissors to symbolize creaWvity — we pray that this school 
year will have room and Wme for creaWvity — that arts will be celebrated and students’ creaWvity will be 
posiWvely nurtured and encouraged.  

 Into our backpacks, go running shoes to symbolize the importance of learning how to care for 
our bodies through exercise and nutriWon and adequate rest. In athleWc games, we pray that students 
will do their best, and learn to be gracious winners and resilient losers.  

 Into our backpacks, go paper hearts to symbolize love — God who is love remind all teachers 
and students that you love them, just as they are. May your love protect them from the slings and 
arrows of teasing and bullying. May Seward United Methodist students be kind to everyone in school - 
students and teachers alike.  

 Into our backpacks, go some M&M’s to symbolize fun — during school, we pray for fun and 
laughter and delight in appropriate Wmes and in appropriate ways.  

 And finally, not into our backpacks, but with our backpacks we put our masks — masks that we 
pray will keep all teachers and students healthy. We pray that our schools do not have outbreaks of 
Covid19. Help us, O God, to adjust to wearing the masks and help us remember that wearing our masks 
in one way of loving our neighbor, our fellow students, all our school personnel.  

   Holy and Loving God, despite these difficult Wmes, we pray for a good school year for all schools 
in Seward County. Watch over and protect our teachers, students, and educaWon personnel. Keep 
everyone healthy, help our students learn and grow and become more fully who you call them to be.  

Amen. And Amen. 

Scripture Lesson - Joshua 24:14-18 

14 “Now therefore revere God, and serve God in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that 
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve God. 15 Now if you are unwilling to 
serve God, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
household, we will serve God” 

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake God to serve other gods; 17 for it 
is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. God protected us along all the way that we went, 
and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18 and God drove out before us all the peoples, 
the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 



Response to Scripture – How Firm a FoundaFon (UMH 529) 
1 How firm a foundaWon, ye saints of the Lord,  2 Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word!  for I am thy God and will sWll give thee aid; 
What more can he say than to you he hath said,  I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?  upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 When through the deep water I call thee to go, When through fiery trials they pathways shall lie, 
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;  my grace, all sufficient, shall be they supply; 
For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless,  the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
And sancWfy to thee they deepest distress.  thy dross to consume, and they gold to refine. 

5 The soul that on Jesus sWll leans for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.


Message        Taking Stock: Remembering Core Values          Pastor Mary Kay ToRy 

Prayer: Type in your joys/concerns or text to 402-810-8900. 

Prayer Hymn – Come and Find the Quiet Center (TFWS 2128) 

1 Come and find the quiet center 
in the crowded life we lead,     
find the room for hope to enter,    
find the frame where we are freed:   
Clear the chaos and the cluUer,    
clear our eyes, that we can see    
all the things that really maUer,    
be at peace, and simply be.  
   

Pastoral Prayer 

People’s Prayers: Joys and Concerns shared 

Lord’s Prayer 

Offering 
 We give generously of our Wme, talents, giKs, service, and witness. 
  To make a gi[ in support of our con&nued ministry during the global pandemic,    
  please  place your offering in the box near the front door, or visit sewardumc.org    
  and click on the ‘donate’ bu`on. 

Offertory  Be Thou My Vision, arr, Paul Manz     Dylan Teut 

http://sewardumc.org


Doxology, Praise God From Whom All Blessing Flow (UMH 95) 
 Spoken together in unison:  
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
  Praise God all creatures here below 
  Praise God above ye heavenly host 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

Prayer of DedicaFon (unison) — MKT, August 2020 

 Giver of All Good Gias, you have taught that we are blessed in order to be a blessing to 
others. Receive this day, the gias we bring to you. Use these resources for the ministries of this 
congregaFon and grant that these ministries will help us to “See All the People” and do our part to 
encourage and help one another and the wider community. AMEN.  

Closing Hymn – Be Thou My Vision (UMH 451) 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.  I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,  thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
Waking or sleeping, they presence my light.  great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

3 Great God of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
sWll be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Blessing 

Postlude 

 Please wait for an usher to dismiss you from the sanctuary, row by row.  Thank you! 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 
Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 944110 and 

streaming license CSPL139482 and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  
Office hours: Flexible Right Now… call ahead 


