
              

     

Words of Welcome and Announcements: 

• Please be sure to check out the Seward United Methodist webpage for links, news, 
details, and upcoming ministry items. 

• Thank you to all who have given to Food Net so generously over the past few months.  
It has been greatly appreciated. 

• Sign up for new Cocoa and Coffee Fellowship Zooms!  Link in this weeks email news. 

Peace of Christ Blessing 

Prelude   Eternal Father, Strong to Save (Navy Hymn) Dylan Teut, Organist   

Call to Worship  (Rev. Laura Jaquith Bartle2) 
God said let there be light.   
And there was light.   
And God saw that the light was good.   
This very day, God has given us light.   
Let us live in the light with rejoicing! 

Song of Praise – I Want to Walk as A Child of the Light (UMH 206) 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light.  Refrain In him there is no darkness at all. 
I want to follow Jesus.    The night and the day are both alike. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
The star of my life is Jesus.   Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

2 I want to see the brightness of God  3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to look at Jesus.    I want to be with Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, When we have run with paJence the race, 
and show me the way to the Father. (refrain) we shall know the joy of Jesus. (refrain) 
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Our Common Prayer (unison) 

   Light of the World, Light of our Lives, help us to shine with your love and grace. Let 
our lives glow steady and true with your light. We do not want to be merely a bright flash of 
light like the fireworks of this weekend; instead we long to be steady lights that burn all 
through the long night guiding others to know you. Amen.  

Special Music   BaZle Hymn of the Republic  Pam McConnell & Dylan Teut 

Children’s Time   Light    Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

Bap_sm   Baylor Timothy Smith 
    Parents: Morgan & Rachel Smith 
    Grandparents: Rich & Kelly Wergin | Timothy & Jill Smith 

Bap_smal Response God Claims You (TFWS 2249) 
Refrain: 
Baylor, Baylor, God claims you, 
God helps you, protects you, and loves you too. 

1 We this day do all agree, a child of God you’ll always be. 
2 We your family love you so, we vow to help your faith to grow. 
3 We are here to say this day that we will help you on your way. 

Prayer: Type in your joys/concerns or text to 402-810-8900 as we sing 

Prayer Song – Light of the World 

You are the light of the world,   You are a city on a hill… 
you are the light of the world,   You are a candle in the dark… 
so shine, shine, shine where you are.  You are a star in the night… 
You are the light of the world. 

Pastoral Prayer 

People’s Prayers: Joys and Concerns shared 

Lord’s Prayer 

Scripture Lesson - MaZhew 5:14-16 



14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one aYer lighJng a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 

Response to Scripture – Bring Forth the Kingdom of God (TFWS 2190) 

You are the light on the hill, O people  Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy 
Light for the City of God    Bring forth the Kingdom of peace 
Shine so holy and bright, O people   Bring forth the Kingdom of jusJce 
Shine for the Kingdom of God    Bring forth the City of God! 

Message        Let There Be Light…Shining Bright!         Pastor Mary Kay ToZy 

Offering 
 We give generously of our Jme, talents, giYs, service, and witness. 

Offertory   For the Beauty of the Earth   Handbell Ensemble 

Doxology 

Prayer of Dedica_on (unison) 

 Gracious God, accept the giks shared this morning. We celebrate the generosity of the 
givers. We pray that these funds will con_nue to make possible the ministries of this 
congrega_on as we adapt this unusual _me. Amen.  

The Sacrament of Communion 

 We invite you to bring your own bread/crackers and juice/water for communion. 

Christ invites us to this table, all who are ready to move beyond the limitaJons of the past, all 
who are eager to move into the “new thing” that God is doing in our midst, all who are willing 
to let go of the pain that’s gone. 

 This is a day of new beginnings, 
 _me to remember and move on, 
 _me to believe what love in brining, 
 laying to rest the pain that’s gone… 

And so this is an open invitaJon to come and receive the bread that will sustain us as we 
embark on this new journey.  All are invited to receive the sweetness of the cup as a sign of 
God’s promise of abundant possibiliJes.  All are invited to this meal, for all are forgiven their 



past regrets and invited into God’s grace-filled future!  
 Praise to the Living God! 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
LiY up your hearts on this new day. 
 We lik them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Creator 
and Renewer of all life.  Time and again you seek us out, breathing again the breath of life into 
the deflated places of our lives. 

Ans so, we come to your table again to praise you and taste yet again what your steadfast love 
can do. 

 In faith we’ll gather round the table 
 to taste and share what love can do. 
 This is a day of new beginnings; 
 our God is making all things new… 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ.  He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate 
with those others considered unworthy.  Through him, faith and hope were born again for so 
many… 

 For by the life and death of Jesus, 
 God’s mighty Spirit, now as then, 
 can make for us a world of difference, 
 as faith and hope are born again… 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and 
said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as oYen as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

And so, as we remember these words and acts of Jesus, we offer our own lives, leaving behind 
what we do not need, seeking new paths full of risen life in you.   

As followers of Christ, we proclaim and live out this holy mystery: 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 



 Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, 
 step from the past and leave behind 
 our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, 
 seeking new paths, and sure to find… 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these giYs of bread and wine.  Make them 
be for us the body and blood of Christ, so that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
breaking ourselves open to your future.  By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each 
other, and one in ministry to all the world, unJl Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his 
heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is 
yours, alright God, now and forever! 

 Christ is alive, and goes before us 
 to show and share what love can do. 
 This is a day of new beginnings; 
 our God is making all things new! 

You are invited to partake in communion in your family groups, with the elements that you have 
brought from home.  If not all the bread/juice (crackers/water, etc.) are used, please ensure they 
are eaten by you or returned to the earth, from which they came, aPer worship. 

Closing Hymn – We Are the Church (UMH 534) 

Refrain: 
I am the church! You are the church! 
We are the church together! 
All who follow Jesus, all around the world! 
Yes, we're the church together!  

1 The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, 
the church is not a resJng place, the church is a people. (Refrain)  

2 We're many kinds of people, with many kinds of faces, 
all colors and all ages, too, from all Jmes and places. (Refrain)  

3 SomeJmes the church is marching, someJmes it's bravely burning, someJmes it's riding, 
someJmes hiding, always it's learning. (Refrain)  

4 And when the people gather, there's singing and there's praying, there's laughing and there's 
crying someJmes, all of it saying: (Refrain)  

Blessing 

Postlude   God Bless Our Na_ve Land   Dylan Teut, Organist 



 Please wait for an usher to dismiss you from the sanctuary, row by row.  Thank you! 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 

Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 
944110 and streaming license CSPL139482 and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

Worship on Television 

Today’s worship will be broadcast on Charter cable Channel 1302 at 10:00 a.m. 
Thursday and 6:00 p.m. next Sunday.   If you would like to receive a DVD of the 
service, please call the church office.  

A grant from the SUMC Foundation makes this possible. 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 
Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  
Office hours: Flexible Right Now… call ahead  


