
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

Words of Welcome and Announcements: 

 Please be sure to check out the Seward United Methodist webpage for links, news, details, 

and upcoming ministry items. 

 Thank you to all who have given to Food Net so generously over the past few months.  It has 

been greatly appreciated. 

 Cocoa and Coffee Fellowship Zooms continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  You can phone in 

to these also to participate.  Email Pastor Jo Ellen for details or call her. 

Peace of Christ Blessing 

Prelude 

Call to Worship   (Paraphrase, Cynthia Wilson; UMC Discipleship Ministries) 
One: Great Spirit, Open our eyes that we may see the needs of others; 
Many: Open our ears that we may hear their cries; 
One: Open our hearts so that they need not be without succor; 
Many: Let us not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong, nor 
afraid to defend the poor because of the anger of the rich. 
One: Show us where fear and prejudice blind us. Spirit of the Living God, open our eyes. 
Many: OPEN OUR EYES! 
 
Song of Praise – Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

1Come now, O Prince of Peace,    2Come now, O God of love, 

Make us one body,     Make us one body, 

Come, O Lord Jesus,     Come, O Lord Jesus, 

Reconcile your people.     Reconcile your people. 

3Come now and set us free,    4Come, Hope of unity, 

O God our Savior      Make us one body, 

Come, O Lord Jesus,     Come, O Lord Jesus, 

Reconcile your people.     Reconcile your people. 

Our Common Prayer 

Welcome to ONE Worship… 

Sunday, June 7th, 2020… 

Seward UMC Family and Friends 

Making Disciples Who Make a Difference in Seward and Beyond 

  

 



Children’s Time  Greet the Dawn, The Lakota Way Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

Psalm 8   Divine Majesty and Human Dignity  (Leader/People in Bold) 

Leader:   1 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
People:    3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars that you have established; 
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
    mortals[a] that you care for them? 
Leader:     5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,[b] 
    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
People:     8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

Prayer Hymn: Type in your joys/concerns or text to 402-810-8900 as we sing 

Prayer Song – Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (TFWS 2193) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Pastoral Prayer 

People’s Prayers: Joys and Concerns shared 

Lord’s Prayer 

Scripture Lesson 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath 

1 In the beginning when God created[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14017a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14018b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201:1-2:4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201:1-2:4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-2b


6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 

waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters 

that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 

appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he 

called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 

yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The 

earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 

with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the 

third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let 

them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky 

to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the 

day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give 

light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 

moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and 

let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and 

wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every 

kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind[c] in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild 

animals of the earth,[d] and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humankind[e] in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them;[f] 

    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 

upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 

the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the 

earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had 

made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201:1-2:4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201:1-2:4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201:1-2:4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201:1-2:4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27f


2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on the seventh day God 

finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 

done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that 

he had done in creation. 

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

2 Corinthians 13: 11-13  Final Greetings and Benediction 

11 Finally, brothers and sisters,[a] farewell.[b] Put things in order, listen to my appeal,[c] agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy 
kiss. All the saints greet you. 

13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of[d] the Holy Spirit be with all 
of you. 

Matthew 28:16-20  The Commissioning of the Disciples 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”[a] 

Response to Scripture – Lord, You Give the Great Commission (UMH 584) 

1 Lord, you give the great commission:  2 Lord, you call us to your service: 

“Heal the sick and preach the word.”  “In my name baptize and teach.” 

Lest the church neglect its mission,   That the world may trust your promise, 

and the gospel go unheard,    life abundant meant for each, 

help us witness to your purpose   give us all new fervor, draw us 

with renewed integrity.    closer in community. 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us   With the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

for the work of ministry.    for the work of ministry. 

3 Lord, you make the common holy:  5 Lord, you bless with words assuring: 

“This my body, this my blood.”   “I am with you to the end.” 

Let us all, for earth’s true glory,   Faith and hope and love restoring, 

daily lift life heavenward,    may we serve as you intend 

asking that the world around us   and, amid the cares that claim us, 

share your children’s liberty.   hold in mind eternity. 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us   With the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

for the work of ministry.    for the work of ministry. 

Message   Love is…    Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+13%3A11-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29039a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+13%3A11-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29039b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+13%3A11-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29039c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+13%3A11-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29041d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24213a


 

Our Response:  AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FOR TRINITY SUNDAY 

I believe in the Spirit of God that swept over the face of the deep and created the heavens and the 

earth. I believe this same Spirit swept over the waters of the Middle Passage and created the will 

to live deep in the hearts of our African ancestors. 

By God’s Spirit did we come to know that we were created by God and belonged to God, even in 

the days of chattel slavery. 

 

I believe in the Spirit of God, the Almighty Creator. 

I believe in the grace and love of the Lord Jesus Christ, which has kept us as a people through 

racism, Jim Crow, lynchings, discrimination, disenfranchisement, and post-affirmative action. 

 

I believe the same Jesus who suffered on the cross and who equipped the apostles with grace in 

their persecution suffers with us in our tribulations and provides grace for every situation. 

I know that Jesus is walking with us even now, and that God knows us no matter the challenge. 

I believe in the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit and the sweet communion of saints She creates. 

I believe that by the Holy Spirit our ancestors were empowered to found Sunday schools, 

churches, learning centers, and homes that have given us the foundation for the abundant living 

we have been promised. 

By the Holy Spirit, we are empowered to live in community with one another, with love and 

peace.  I believe in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I believe in the Triune God, who has covered our past, present, and future with grace, hope, and 

love.  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with us, now, and forevermore. Amen. 

 
Written by Marilyn E. Thornton, The Africana Worship Book: Year A © 2006 Discipleship Resources. Used by 

permission. 

Offertory/Offering/Prayer/Doxology 

 We give generously of our time, talents, gifts, service, and witness. 

 Prayer of Dedication (Will Willimon):  Many People 
Lord God, come to us in all your delightful difference and thick complexity.  Come to 

us as Lover, Beloved, and the Loving.  Come to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Save 

us from our futile attempts to try to tame your immensity, to worship you as less than 

you are.  Enable us to grow up toward you rather than to try to shrink you down to 

our limits.  Come to us, we pray, so that we might come to you as you are. Amen 

 

Communion Hymn – God of Freedom, God of Justice  

(text: Shirley Erena Murray, tune: PICARDY “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”) 



1God of Freedom, God of Justice   2Rid the earth of torture’s terror, 

you whose love is strong as death,  you whose hands were nailed to wood; 

you who saw the dark of prison,   hear the cries of pain and protest, 

you who knew the price of faith:   you who shed the tears and blood: 

touch our world of sad oppression  move in us the power of pity 

with your Spirit’s healing breath.   restless for the common good. 

3Make in us a captive conscience 

quick to hear, to act, to plead; 

make us truly sisters, brothers 

of whatever race or creed: 

teach us to be fully human, 

open to each other’s need. 

The Sacrament of Communion 

 We invite you to bring your own bread/crackers and juice for communion. 

Closing Hymn – We Are Called (TFWS 2172) 

1Come!  Live in the light! 

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are called – to be light for the kingdom, 

To live in the freedom 

Of the city of God! 

Refrain 

We are called – to act with justice, 

We are called – to love tenderly, 

We are called – to serve one another, 

To walk humbly with God! 

2Come!  Open your heart!    3Sing!  Sing a new song! 

Show your mercy to all those in fear!  Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

We are called – to be hope from the hopeless God will reign – and we’ll walk with each other 

So all hatred and blindness    As sisters and brothers 

Will be no more! (refrain)    United in love! (refrain) 

Blessing 

Postlude 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 

Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 

944110 and streaming license CSPL139482 and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

 



Worship on Television 

Today’s worship will be broadcast on Charter cable Channel 1302 at 10:00 a.m. Thursday and 

6:00 p.m. next Sunday.   If you would like to receive a DVD of the service, please call the church office.  

A grant from the SUMC Foundation makes this possible. 

 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 

Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  

Office hours: Flexible Right Now… call ahead  

For Pastoral Visits/Phone Visits/Care:  Pastor Jo Ellen @ 910-214-1357 


