
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

Words of Welcome and Announcements: 

 Please be sure to check out the Seward United Methodist webpage for links, news, details, 

and upcoming ministry items. 

 Please check your weekly news for important updates we are sending out.   

 Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of our SUMC family/friends in our 

community. Your generous hearts have helped us to continue to serve, share, and love 

people. 

 Cocoa and Coffee Fellowship Zooms continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  You can phone in 

to these also to participate.  Email Pastor Jo Ellen for details or call her. 

 Kahoot Game Night via Zoom will be hosted on Sunday, June 28th from 5-6:20p.m.  Please sign 

up by emailing Wess.robotham@gmail.com to sign up.  Please do this by noon on June 28th so 

that you can be emailed the details and link for the evening.  Cindy Butzke will be hosting our 

fun evening and we invite all ages to sign up.   

Peace of Christ Blessing 

Prelude 

Call to Worship – Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (UMH 837) 
 Leader: I love the Lord, who has heard my voice and my supplications, 
 People: and has inclined his ear to me whenever I called. 
 L: What shall I return to the Lord for all my benefits? 
 P: I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 
 L: I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 
 P: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones. 
 L: O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid. 
  You have loosed my bonds 
 P: I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the Lord. 
 L: I will pay my vows to the Lord, in the presence of all his people, 
 P: In the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
  Praise the Lord!  
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Song of Praise – Build My Life 
Verse 1      Verse 2 

Worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing  Jesus the name above ev’ry other name 

Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring  Jesus the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe Worth of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 

We live for You     We live for You, We live for You 
 

Chorus       Bridge 

Holy there is no one like You    I will build my life upon Your love 

There is none beside You     It is a firm foundation 

Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who You are I will put my trust in You alone 

And fill me with Your heart     And I will not be shaken 

And lead me in Your love to those around me 

Our Common Prayer (UMC Discipleship Ministries) 

Triune God, 

We praise you as the God of love and life. 

Though Jesus prayed that we would be one, 

We confess that we fail to live in unity with each other and with you. 

We break our communion through hostile words and unkind actions. 

We long for your Spirit to heal us and to correct us. 

We long for you to help us experience communion with you and with each other 

As we gather around your Word [and table]. 

Even now, dependent on your grace, we commit ourselves to live more fully in the 

unity you desire. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Children’s Time   Show and Tell   Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

Prayer Hymn: Type in your joys/concerns or text to 402-810-8900 as we sing 

Prayer Song  Help Us to Know Ourselves, Oh God (Black Lives Matter 6/5/2020) 

   Words/Music: Darrin Isaac – University Heights UMC, Indianapolis, IN 

1Help us to know ourselves oh God,  2Help us to see ourselves oh God, 

the ways that we perceive   in true and honest ways 

and how we see the world around  that do not hide from wounds we’ve felt 

through all that we believe.   or stress throughout our days. 

Each circumstance is different,   Together we can build a life. 

each challenge is unique.    Together we can share. 

Your summons calls us forth to serve,  Together we can start anew, 

Your kingdom God, we seek   our crosses bravely bear. 



3Help us to look within oh God,   4Help us to see your face oh God, 

to see the pain we’ve dealt   in every one we meet 

through blindness or through silent prayers your justice loudly cries to all 

while action was not felt.    while marching through your streets. 

It’s not too late to change ourselves,  We know that change is coming soon, 

it’s not too late to grow.    we know that God is here! 

It’s not too late to come to terms,  We know your world will be made new, 

the grace of God to know.   Your Kingdom now draws near. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

People’s Prayers: Joys and Concerns shared 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Scripture Lesson 

Romans 5:1-8 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
Results of Justification 
1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 

through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope 
does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 
has been given to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 

Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 
might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died 
for us. 

Matthew 9:35-10:23 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Harvest Is Great, the Laborers Few 
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he 
had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 

The Twelve Apostles 
10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them 
out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 

Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
 



The Mission of the Twelve 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and 
enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, 
proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 
the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 9 Take no gold, or 
silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers 
deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there 
until you leave. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; 
but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your 
words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
 

Coming Persecutions 
16 “See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18 and 
you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 
19 When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what 
you are to say will be given to you at that time; 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you. 21 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children 
will rise against parents and have them put to death; 22 and you will be hated by all because of my name. 
But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes. 

We give thanks to God for the gift of Scripture. 
Thanks be to God! 

Response to Scripture – Open My Eyes, That I May See (UMH 454) 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see 

glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 

place in my hands the wonderful key 

that shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

Message  See All the People… Open Our Eyes  Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 

Offertory/Offering/Doxology 

 We give generously of our time, talents, gifts, service, and witness 

Prayer of Dedication (UMC Discipleship Ministries) 

Holy God, we marvel at your love for all your creation. When Jesus saw the crowds that 

gathered, he had compassion on them, and his ministry and the church that bears his 

name must always remember we were born out of compassion. We offer our gifts to 



continue the work of compassion, but more than this, we offer ourselves, as he also 

commanded us to “Go!” In his holy name, we pray. Amen. 

Closing Hymn – Freely, Freely (UMH 389) 

1 God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name,   2 All power is given in Jesus’ name, 

I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name,   in earth and heaven in Jesus’ name, 

and in Jesus’ name I come to you,   and in Jesus’ name I come to you, 

to share his love as he told me to.   to share his power as he told me to. 

Refrain: 

He said, “Freely, freely you have received, 

freely, freely give. 

Go in my name, and because you believe, 

others will know that I live.” 

Blessing 

Postlude 

The People of God Go Forth to Serve 

Hymn/Song music and texts used in this service are done so by permission of CCLI License 

944110 and streaming license CSPL139482 and performance/broadcast license CCS 8686 

 

Worship on Television 

Today’s worship will be broadcast on Charter cable Channel 1302 at 10:00 a.m. Thursday and 

6:00 p.m. next Sunday.   If you would like to receive a DVD of the service, please call the church office.  

A grant from the SUMC Foundation makes this possible. 

 

The Seward United Methodist Church, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE 68434 

Phone: 402-643-4156 ~ Fax 402-643-4159 

E-mail: umcseward@gmail.com ~ Website: www.sewardumc.org  

Office hours: Flexible Right Now… call ahead  

For Pastoral Visits/Phone Visits/Care:  Pastor Jo Ellen @ 910-214-1357 


