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“Straight from the Heart” 
Third Sunday of Easter 

April 26, 2020 
Welcome!  WE are so glad you have joined us! 

 

Announcements: 

 Join us in May for “Drive In” Wednesdays at 6pm (weather permitting) in the SUMC 
Parking Lot… bring your dinner/snacks and park 6 ft apart.   

 Join us on Music Mondays and Devotion Wednesdays at Noon. 

 Children are invited to Walk in Pastor Jo Ellen’s Art Room weekly, shared on FB, 
YouTube weekly. 

 Today is Native American Ministries Sunday.  See your weekly email news for link 
for children’s activities or the FB page.  Thank you to Bruce Dickinson for the lovely 
items he has shared today.  Thank you to Shannon Robotham for sharing the 
lovely doll today.   

 Go to the Seward UMC Webpage for timely news, updates, links, and videos 
shared.  A one stop place for connection for all ages and stages of life! 

 Food Net and local food needs are met with your generous gifts of funds and food 
items.  Thank you so much! 

 Thank you for generous giving during this time so that ministries can continue and 
thrive during this time of Covid 19. 

 
Spend Time 

 
 

“Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people.”  (Acts 2: 46-47a) 
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Opening Act of Centering Our Hearts as One 
 

Please join us in singing, to the tune of Amazing Grace…  
Be still, O heart, you’re not alone, 

your beat is shared with me. 
Come now, and calm, and center here, 

you’re mine, secure and free. 
 

VS. 2 
Into your care, we offer now, 
our worries, fears and strife. 

We turn to you and know you’re near– 
Your light, our love and life. 

 
Let’s light our candles now and set our heart worry stones next to it. 

 
 
 

Break Bread 
 

Blessing the Meal 
 
 

Holy and Surprising God, 
 Holy and Surprising God, [continue to repeat the next lines in this way] 
We gather in your name… 
invited by Jesus… 
bound together with your Spirit… 
in union with each other… 
 
Feed our bodies and our spirits… 
with your comforting presence… 
so that we might be your comfort to others… 
 
Bless this food… 
and break open our hearts… 
Bless this drink… 
and pour out your love… 
Amen… 

 
 [with gusto]  
“Grateful!”  
“Grateful!” 

 
Let us begin to “break bread” while we “break open the Word” in our scriptures. 
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Breaking Open the Word with Scripture 
 

 
Reader: On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking to each other 
about everything that had happened. While they were discussing these things, 
Jesus himself arrived and joined them on their journey. They were prevented 
from recognizing him. 

 
He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?” They 
stopped, their faces downcast. 
 
The one named Cleopas replied, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who is 
unaware of the things that have taken place there over the last few days?” 
 
He said to them, “What things?” 
 
They said to him, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth. Because of his powerful 
deeds and words, he was recognized by God and all the people as a prophet. 
But our chief priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to 
death, and they crucified him. We had hoped he was the one who would 
redeem Israel. All these things happened three days ago. But there’s more: 
Some women from our group have left us stunned. They went to the tomb early 
this morning and didn’t find his body. They came to us saying that they had 
even seen a vision of angels who told them he is alive. Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found things just as the women said. They 
didn’t see him.” 
 
Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! Your dull minds keep you from 
believing all that the prophets talked about. Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then he interpreted for them 
the things written about himself in all the scriptures, starting with Moses and 
going through all the Prophets. 
 
When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was going on ahead. But they 
urged him, saying, “Stay with us. It’s nearly evening, and the day is almost 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. After he took his seat at the table with 
them, he took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their 
sight. They said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts on fire when he spoke to us 
along the road and when he explained the scriptures for us?” 
 
They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and 
their companions gathered together. They were saying to each other, “The Lord 
really has risen! He appeared to Simon!” Then the two disciples described what 
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had happened along the road and how Jesus was made known to them as he 
broke the bread. - Luke 24:13-35 
 

Join us in singing: 
They’ll Know We are Christians By Our Love – TFWS 2223 

 
Readings 

 
 
Message:  Walking in Love      Pastor Jo Ellen Axthelm 
 
 
 

Action Response 
 
 

Special Music/Offertory/Doxology 
 

We give back to God from generous hearts …  
Our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. Amen. 

 
 

Breaking Open our Lives with Discussion 
 
 
 “Let’s complete this sentence, “I see Love shared (in/when/where) ______________.” 
 

 

 
Breaking Open our Hearts with Prayer 

 
Join us in singing: 
“The Gift of Love” 

UMH 408 
 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
People’s Prayers 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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Praise God! 

 
 

We know Jesus is present among us… [repeat] 
even in this very home… [repeat] 

We will not let fear be louder than love… [repeat] 
but with glad hearts and rejoicing souls… [repeat] 

we will sing God’s praise… [repeat] 
for we are Easter People…! [repeat] 

 

Let’s dance and sing Alive Forever Amen 
 
 
 

Have Goodwill 
 

The Blessing 
(based on Psalm 16)  

Amen. 
 
 

Postlude Jam 
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