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“With Glad Hearts” 
Second Sunday of Easter 

April 19, 2020 
Seward UMC Family and Friends ONE Worship Gathering 

 

 

Prelude 
Welcome! 
Announcements:   
See the screens for updates and the website for offering, links, and details.   
Stop by our FB and YouTube Live pages for weekly interaction. 
Our new text feature will send you updates and reminders.  You are welcome to text us 
back at the new text number! 
 
 
 

Spend Time 
Opening Readings 

 
“Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people.”  (Acts 2: 46-47a) 

 
 

Opening Act of Centering Our Hearts as One 
 

 

Join in singing: to the tune of Amazing Grace…  
Be still, O heart, you’re not alone, 

your beat is shared with me. 
Come now, and calm, and center here, 

you’re mine, secure and free. 
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 Readings… 

 
Sing with us please to the tune of Amazing Grace: 

Into your care, we offer now, 
our worries, fears and strife. 

We turn to you and know you’re near– 
Your light, our love and life. 

 
 

Let’s light our candles now and set our heart worry stones next to it. 

 
 

Break Bread 
 

Blessing the Meal 
 
 

Holy Peace-Giver, 
 Holy Peace-Giver [continue to repeat the next lines in this way] 
We gather in your name… 
invited by Jesus… 
bound together with your Spirit… 
in union with each other… 
 
Feed our bodies and our spirits… 
with your comforting presence… 
so that we might be your comfort to others… 
 
Bless this food… 
and break open our hearts… 
Bless this drink… 
and pour out your love… 
Amen… 

 
Leader: And now I invite you to pick something up on the table and let us say the one 
word that is at the heart of the matter in every blessing we do at our tables, repeating 
after me… 

 “Grateful!”  
“Grateful!” 

 
 [begin to serve and eat as the next scriptures and thoughts are shared] 
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Breaking Open the Word with Scripture 
 

Leader: This week we read a passage from the account of the Acts of the Apostles that 
is a wonderful encouragement and reminder that death never is the last word: 
 

Reader: God raised him up! God freed him from death’s dreadful grip, since it 
was impossible for death to hang on to him. David says about him, 

I foresaw that the Lord was always with me; 
    because he is at my right hand I won’t be shaken. 
Therefore, my heart was glad 
    and my tongue rejoiced. 
Moreover, my body will live in hope, 
     because you won’t abandon me to the grave, 
     nor permit your holy one to experience decay. 
You have shown me the paths of life; 
    your presence will fill me with happiness. Acts 2: 24-28 

 
Leader: The “David” referenced in this passage is the Psalmist, and the quote is from 
the 16th Psalm: 
 

Reader: You, Lord, are my portion, my cup; 
    you control my destiny. 
The property lines have fallen beautifully for me; 
    yes, I have a lovely home. 
I will bless the Lord who advises me; 
    even at night I am instructed 
    in the depths of my mind. 
I always put the Lord in front of me; 
    I will not stumble because God is on my right side. 
That’s why my heart celebrates and my mood is joyous; 
    yes, my whole body will rest in safety 
    because you won’t abandon my life to the grave; 
    you won’t let your faithful follower see the pit. 
You teach me the way of life. 
    In your presence is total celebration. 
Beautiful things are always in your right hand. Psalm 16: 5-11 

 
Please join in singing: Near to the Heart of God – UMH 472, v. 2 - 3 

 
Scripture Reading: 
 
 “It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were 
behind closed doors because they were afraid… Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As [Abba, God] sent me, so I am 
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sending you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” - 
John 20: 19-22 

 
 
We warmly welcome a message from our Great Plains Bishop for all in our 
conference today, which includes the great states of Nebraska and Kansas. 
 

"Resurrection Peace" 

Bishop Ruben Saenz, Jr. 
 

Action Response 
 

 

   Special Music/Offertory/Doxology 
We give back to God from generous hearts the gifts of  

prayer, presence, gifts, service, and witness. Amen. 

 
 

Breaking Open our Lives with Discussion 
 
Please add in the chat section of the video feed, as you complete this sentence: 

“I see Peace (in/when/where) __________________.” 

 
 

Breaking Open our Hearts with Prayer 
 

Please add your prayer requests into the feed comment section. 
 
 

Please join us in singing:  “Give Peace (Da Pacem Cordium)”  TFWS 2156 3x  
 
 

Written Prayers,Sharing of Prayers, The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Praise God! 
 

We know Jesus is present among us… [repeat] 
even in this very home… [repeat] 

We will not let fear be louder than love… [repeat] 
but with glad hearts and rejoicing souls… [repeat] 

we will sing God’s praise… [repeat] 
for we are Easter People…! [repeat] 
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Dance Party! 
 

Trading My Sorrows 
 
 
 

Have Goodwill 
 

We invite you this week to send a virtual hug to others via 
video, text, e-mail.  Reach out to those near and far. 
 

Blessing 
(based on Psalm 16)  

 
As we close this time together, remember:  

God is always with you. No matter what you face,  
no matter what trials or hardships come your way,  

God is right beside you, whispering “Peace be with you,”  
guiding and directing your path.  
So do not live in fear, but in joy.  

Take heart! This is the heart of the matter. 
Amen. 

 
Postlude Jam 
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