The Seward United Methodist

Faith-FULL Times
Faith Formation at Seward UMC:
Small Groups…SundaySchool…FOCUS groups...
Wednesdays begin on September 4th, Sundays on September 8th, and
Mondays on September 16th
Wednesdays will begin on September 4th for all ages and stages.
Please sign up using the link: https://vbspro.events/p/events/8fb170
 There will be music groups and faith formation small groups for all ages/stages in the afternoon
and into the evening time. UMYF and Godparents will also meet each week.
 Meals will be from 5-6p.m. and we request you sign up so we know how many people to plan for.
 Midweek FOCUS Worship from 6-6:30 will be in the sanctuary each week. Our theme for September is HOW are we Anchored to Jesus… Acts of Piety. September 4th: communion (communion
will be shared), September 11th: scripture, September 18th: prayer, and September 25th: fasting.
Join us for worship each week you are able to and share in a time to re-FOCUS midweek!
 Open Sanctuary for Prayer: Each week from 6:30-7p.m. the sanctuary will be open for anyone
who would like to pray. A weekly prayer list will be available as well as people to pray with.
Wednesday leadership includes: Pastor Robert, Pastor Jo Ellen, Wess Robotham, Alex Sick, Amelia
Schlichting, Lauryn Parra, Tonya Parra, Justin Salyer, Tammy Salyer, Shannon Robotham, Carla
Ketner, JB Ketner, Cindy Butzke, Curt Nelson, Michele Nelson, and accompanists for all music
groups. We will have weekly helpers, subs, and others joining us as they have signed up to serve
with groups/meals/worship, etc. Thank you to all!
Sundays continue weekly. We begin in our classrooms or in Room 200 downstairs (for
preschool to 4th grades). There is a nursery available for those attending Sunday School, 10:30
worship, and fellowship times. Nursery is in the wing by the back entrance. Classes are available for
confirmation grades 7th and 8th, and also adult classes. We have a NEW younger adult class,
beginning September 8th with a curriculum called “The Art of Parenting.” this group will be in
room 208 downstairs. A mixed age adult class meets in the Parlor and covers a broad spectrum of
interesting topics and bible study.
Leaders on Sundays include: Amelia S., Jaci Opfer, Pastor Jo Ellen, Pastor Robert, Sue Dickinson,
Pam Jackman, Kelly Wergin, Maggan Quist, Brandi Pflughaupt, Danelle Matzke, Evelyn Hastings,
Jennifer Robbins, Cliff Lowell, Breanna Placke, Rick Mc Connell, Dana Galusha, Matt Hastings, Lindsay Hastings, Cameron Soester, and Melissa Soester. A variety of subs will share as they serve when
needed. Thank you to all!

Monday Study Group...
This new bible study group will begin on
September 16th at 10a.m. in the Parlor.
Evelyn Hastings will facilitate this new group
and lead a great study! We hope you might
make plans to attend this group during the
week. Please sign up with Pastor Jo Ellen if interested.

Bright Beginnings
CDC …
End of
Summer Update:
The children and leaders have had
a full and fun summer of learning in
active, hands-on ways. They had
Monday God and Me time in the
Sanctuary with Pastor Jo Ellen and
Friends who visited this summer.
They had weekly pool days (school
age) and Water Wednesdays.
Fieldtrips included time at the
Seward County Fair and other fun
adventures around town.
Teachers and children found much
outside time on the great sunshine
days we had. Check out pictures
and weekly/monthly updates on the
Bright Beginnings CDC Facebook
page. You will find the children,
teachers, and other special activities
listed there along with what the
children are learning each season.
Many thanks to the Concordia
Women’s Volleyball Team for their
recent morning spent with all the
classes engaged in fun activities.
Volunteer baby rockers and activity
helpers are always needed…
please stop by to see Janae or
Lindsey or give them a call at
BBCDC. You can never have too
many hands and feet for Jesus!
Submitted by: Jo Ellen Axthelm,
Curriculum Director @BBCDC

Preschool Praise and Play! And God’s Squad and Go!
On Wednesdays, afterschool from 4-5pm, children ages
preschool/preK and K-4th grades will take part in a music and
faith formation rotation weekly. For the faith formation small
groups we will be using a curriculum called “Love in a Big
World,” which focuses on building character and hope in kids
through inspiring kids to live with grit. “We are empowering kids
to live a life of purpose,” the curriculum overview states. This
learning is based in social and emotional learning realms and
children will take part in a variety of hands-on centers of activity
to explore each unit of study. Sessions will include writing/
reading/listening/art/drama/missions/bible/etc… children will
spend time in prayer and growing their faith!
Pastor Jo Ellen looks forward to leading these groups with others
helping each week in Room 208 downstairs.

The Women’s Bible Study mid-week will begin on
Wednesday, September 6th at 7:15p.m. in the parlor. We will
have a fall kick-off carry in that evening and discuss our plans for
study in the fall. All are welcome to join!

UMYF for ages 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders will begin
again on Wednesday, September 6th at 7p.m. in the carpeted
room downstairs. The leaders are Tammy Salyer, Justin Salyer,
and Tonya Parra. All young people in this age group are invited
and welcome… bring a friend too!

Godparents for 9th, 10th/11th, and 12th graders will
begin again on Wednesday, September 6th. Watch for details
from the groups about directions to location, etc. Most groups
meet at 7p.m. 9th grade leaders are Carla Ketner, JB Ketner,
and Cindy Butzke. 10th/11th grades leaders are Curt Nelson
and Michele Nelson. 12th grade leaders are Lindsay Hastings
and Matt Hastings. All are invited and welcome!

Fall Sunday School for all ages is underway and all are

welcome to join in the time of discipleship formation, fellowship,
and fun! We meet every Sunday (minus Labor day/Christmas
Eve/New Year’s Eve) from 9:30-10:20. We hope you will
consider coming weekly as this faith formation time is important.

Notes from Pastor Jo Ellen…
The importance of faith formation...
As I begin my September coursework at Duke Divinity School Course of Study, I am reminded of the
importance of faith formation and the process this takes. I often think we assume we are growing if we are
doing all the right things… participating regularly in worship, spending time daily in prayer and scripture
reading… but, we must also set aside time to study the Bible. This often happens best when part of a smaller
study group, such as at Sunday School time, Confirmation, adult bible study groups and small groups. This
takes commitment and the opportunity to participate.
As part of my summer courses, I was tasked with writing down how faith formation happens within our church
family and the cycle of learning we use. I used the framework of planting as a way to define our faith
formation, as this is familiar to our area in Nebraska and also a framework which appeals to me. The first
stage is “seeds”… this is where folks begin to have interest in learning more about God and study of the
Bible. There are a variety of entry points at this stage such as worship, attending a small group for a short
term study, beginning to attend Sunday School, etc. The second stage is “watering.” Watering happens
once seeds are planted. This is where the growing is beginning to happen and much work is done towards
growth. This stage takes more commitment and effort on the part of the seed. Regular participation in Bible
study/small groups/worship/Sunday School is where watering happens. The third stage is “growing” and this
is the deepening of one’s faith to establish roots and become consistent in acts of piety and acts of mercy.
The fourth stage is “plants” where we see living and thriving plants growing deeper in love with God and in
producing new seeds. These stages are not defined by ages/stages of life, but by the growth of individual
people where they are at. Young people can be seeds, but also can be plants! Older people are not always
plants… but on the way to this stage.
The faith formation process is cyclical and has many layers. This fall, as part of my own faith formation, I am
taking a Bible Course which focuses on four books of the bible in greater depth. Though I feel I am a plant, I
still need to grow deeper in my roots of faith and look forward to this time of stretching and deepening of
study.
I encourage each of you to consider where you are in your own faith journey, in regards to faith formation,
and challenge you to stretch some... to grow in faith. Perhaps that will happen with a new Bible study class,
or a Sunday School class… perhaps that will look like more regular participation in worship.
Either way, I challenge all of us to grow some this year!!! Ready, set, grow! If I can help you find a class,
study group, or ways to grow/stretch, please let me know. I am happy to help!
Pastor Jo Ellen

Wednesday
Midweek Meals
will be from served in
the Fellowship Hall from
5-6p.m. weekly. We
invite all to attend… this
is a wonderful time of
fellowship and food
which is intergenerational in focus. Weekly meal talk tips will be on the tables to
encourage fellowship and discussion. Of course, you may
visit also about whatever is of interest to the table! We hope
you will look forward to this time of fellowship and make
plans to attend when you can, as often as you can.
If you would like to take a week to cook, there is a sign up
tablet by the kitchen door. The menus are planned, the
church will pay the costs… donations for the meals will be
accepted each week.
We do have some signed up as shoppers and invite others
to help in this way. If you like to cook/serve/clean up you
can also do that. Family, small groups, or friends can sign
up to cook for an evening!
We will always have bread/crackers, jelly, apple sauce, etc.
available for our younger friends or those to whom the menu
does not appeal.
The MENU for September includes:
4th Sloppy Joes and Sides (UMW: Maxine Moore and
Sue Dickinson coordinating/cooking)
11th Pulled Pork Sandwiches, homemade BBQ sauce
and Sides (Jamie Axthelm cooking)
18th Baked Potato and Salad Bars (need helpers
here__________)
25th Spaghetti and Sides (need helpers here
____________)

Midweek FOCUS Worship from
6-6:30 will be in the sanctuary
each week. Our theme for September
is HOW are we Anchored to Jesus…
Acts of Piety. September 4th: communion
(communion will be shared), September 11th: scripture, September 18th: prayer, and September 25th: fasting. Join us for worship each week
you are able to and share in a time to re-FOCUS midweek!

50th Anniversary

Crop Hunger Walk
Sunday
October 6, 2019
1:30 pm--registration
2 pm---walk
4 to 7:30 pm—food truck
(Table Grace Ministries,
Omaha)

SUMC...On the Move

September Newsletter
(A component of the Faith Community Nursing Program)

Alerting all walkers, runners, bikers, all “movers” in the great outdoors. Whether you are in a parking lot
or a crosswalk, everyone is a pedestrian. Jesus wants you to be safe! We want you to be safe! These three
reminders are never out-of-date!
1)

Stop . . . before entering a crosswalk. Even if you have the right of way, beware of

distracted drivers.
2)

Look ... both ways more than once! And pay attention to traffic as you cross.

3) Listen ... to traffic, NOT to whatever is playing through your headphones! God blessed you with ears to

listen to what’s around you. Use God’s gift of hearing.

---- Drivers and pedestrians, alike, need to keep Heads Up and

Phones Down! ----

Noticed all of the Hand Sculptures located around Lincoln? Sure you have! To get “up close and personal” and
learn about the artists behind them, join us Sunday, 9/22, 2pm for a 45-minute walk around the Haymarket with
our last stop at “The Starry Night” hands, which just happens to be located in front of Ivanna Cone! Of course,
we’ll stop for ice cream! Gathering details will follow.

SUMC...On the Move is now in its third year. W e celebrated our second anniversary on July 27 with a walk through the Lincoln Children’s Zoo followed by a picnic in Antelope Park. FCN and the Witness Committee hosted 117(!) members and

friends of SUMC who savored the sights, sounds, smells, playground, and picnic fare. As we continue in 2020, what activities
would you like to see promoted? What events might you consider leading?

Through the remainder of the summer, we will continue the “aTRACKtion” which is simply a 45-minute group
walk around the SHS Track on Thursday mornings at 8 a.m. Gentle yoga continues to be offered on Thursdays
at 9 a.m. Your $5 donation provides instruction in basic yoga with adaptations for chair yoga as well as variations for more advanced yoga. Typically, we have two instructors. There’s always a mat available for YOU!

Dates to keep in mind:
Sunday, 9/1 & 9/8

Leave your August activity logs in the shoebox.

Sunday, 9/22, 2 pm

Downtown Lincoln -> Learn about the “Hands”

At 3 pm, we’ll enjoy ice cream at Ivanna Cone.
Thursdays, 8-8:45 a.m.

“aTRACKtion “ SHS track. Walk, talk, jog, enjoy!

Thursdays, 9 a.m.

Gentle yoga w/ an emphasis on stretching, church parlor.

Upcoming Event: Sunday, 10/6 Crop Walk. Look for details in a separate article.

As we continue to move forward, please direct questions or comments to
Lynette: 402-641-8177

Jack: 402-641-3485

Lynette.Broderick@connectseward.org

Jack.Broderick@connectseward.org

SUMC Zoo Day | Saturday, July 27
117 participants

Photos courtesy of Kathy Payne

HELP CAMP FONTANELLE: Show your support by engraving a Builder Brick for the
new Retreat Center, as an individual, a group, or a church (3 sizes/locations: $500,
$1,959, and $5,000). We’re hoping for 1,000+ bricks! You can have them engraved
honoring someone special (friends, family, camp supporters, memorials), or with your
name as a witness of your support, or even just a nice phrase, verse or word. Pledges
can be extended into 2020 and 2021. Will you help, please? Get donation details by
clicking the “Ways to Donate or Help” button on the right side of the Camp’s
homepage www.campfontanelle.com .
Also view a short video found by clicking on the Branching Out logo at right of the
home page, then find and click on Trent’s picture at the top of the Branching
Out webpage. If you don’t have internet access, ask your pastor, or call Doug at
402-563-1570 for information. We are counting on Christ, and Christ is counting on us.

Please bring your friends to the Camp’s September 15 barbecue – a combination
60th anniversary celebration of camp ministry and a ground breaking for the new
Retreat Center. We still need $1 million. We expect the balance on existing pledges
that are yet to be paid to provide about $300,000. So we hope to secure commitments
for the remaining $700,000 by the end of this year so that we can proceed to build in
2020. If your brick is purchased in time, a replica will be on display at the
barbecue. Or purchase your brick at the barbecue. The barbecue will have all the
usual fun activities and good food, including a drum line and a photo booth for Camper
alumni to meet their friends from the past and take a group or family picture.
Key times are worship-11:00 AM, full meal barbecue and grill service-12:00-3:00PM,
closing worship-4:30PM, concession stand until 6:00PM. Silent and Quilt
Auctions. Recreational opportunities: Corn Maze honoring First Responders, Pumpkin
Patch, GaGa Ball Tournament, Zip Line, Petting Barn, Jumping Pillows, Barrel Train,
Hayrack Ride, and Much More. More Details at www.facebook.com/CampFontanelle ,
or call the Camp at 402-478-4296.

Saturday, November 9, 2019

Please join us for any of these events:

Wednesday, Sept. 4th

1:30 pm Unit Meeting
Thank Offering ~ Lynette Broderick
Parlor

Sunday, Sept. 8th

World Thank Offering Sunday

Wednesday, Sept. 18th 5-6:30 pm Reading Group
Maxine Moore’s home
Thursday, Sept. 19th

7:00 pm Evening Group

Prayer and Self-DenialProgram ~ Deb Kramer
Hostesses: Linda Swanson & Marty Bender
Devotion: Deb Kramer
Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, Sept. 24th

This All-Church fundraising event
has something for everyone … food,
shopping, gifts, fellowship, crafts,
garden items, doll clothes, vintage
items, jewelry, woodwork, cards
and stationary, … and as always
‘something new and unique’.
All Items to be donated must have
our ‘required sales tags’ attached.
These tags will be available beginning in September.

How might YOU volunteer?
Contact any member of 2019 TEAM
BAZAAR: Jill Eberspacher, Linda
Eberspacher, Jeanne Gee, Carol
LaVelle, Melissa Luebbe, Holly
Matzke, Jennifer Robbins, Sally
Viets, Dixie Zabka, or Carol Zak.

Leadership Team Meeting

10:00 AM Fellowship Hall
(PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF SCHEDULE)

Saturday, Sept. 28th
10-12 noon Creative Hands
9 am – Noon Sewing Saturday

Save the Date: November 9, 2018
SUMC Annual Bazaar
A WORLD OF THANKS !
The United Methodist Women Annual
World Thank Offering Services
will be held Sunday, Sept. 8th.
World Thank Offering is an opportunity
for each of us to respond to God's grace
and abundance with spontaneous
gifts of gratitude.
These funds are then used in the global
mission program implemented worldwide
through United Methodist Women.
Please take time to prayerfully consider financially
supporting this event.

We invite any nurses to
consider joining our
Faith Community
Ministry Team that is
part of the Caring
Ministry Committee of
our church. We have a wonderful group
and would love your help. We do hospital
and home visits, respite care and health
screenings for our congregants. There are
opportunities for participating
occasionally, seasonally or more often--whatever your schedule allows. For more
information please contact Susan Walsh
MSN, RN at skwalsh2004@yahoo.com
or cell phone 402-430-2539.
I want to thank all of
my friends at Seward
United Methodist
Church for keeping
me in their prayers
and thoughts, all the
cards, phone calls, visits & gifts during
my recent illness. All of these kindnesses
and with God’s grace has given me
strength to recuperate.
Thank you again for all your support.
God bless you all,
Carol Zak

Starting Our Conversations
As a denomination, the United Methodist Church held a special
General Conference in February, 2019, to debate and “finalize”
the issues surrounding human sexuality within our denomination. The outcome was to retain the Traditional Plan: The
Book of Discipline, the United Methodist policy book, states that
the practice of homosexuality “is incompatible with Christian
teaching,” and bars “self-avowed practicing homosexuals” from
ordination.
On May 26, 2019, the Great Plains Annual Conference (GPAC)
soundly condemned the February actions of the global church.
At the June 2 GPAC report to the congregation, an overview of
the actions and personal views gleaned from GPAC were given
by Laity delegates: Lynette Broderick and Wess Robotham;
and Clergy delegates: Pastor Perry and Pastor Axthelm. In
order to further address this issue, the delegate group, now
joined by Cindy Butzke, Amy Miller, Merlyn Nielsen, and Jack
Broderick, wants to “start the conversations” with our members
within the next weeks.

This group has decided upon the following course of action:
1. Fellowship Hall meetings to inform our congregation of:
 The history of how the denomination arrived at this point
 The February, 2019 decision and implications for local
churches
 Briefly review current Doctrine as stated in the UMC Book
of Discipline
 Address the GPAC decision and related decisions made by
other American annual conferences this past May & June
 Awareness of the next Global General Conference in May
2020
Dates:

Sunday, September 15 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, September 22 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 24 7:00 p.m.

Front Porch
Faith…
Last of the season
to enjoy fellowship
time…
Tuesday
Sept. 3rd
9:30 a.m.
Franklin & Phyllis Hronik home

Clay & Linda Shepherd
Breakfast Benefit
Sunday,
October 13
7:30am-1:00pm
Please plan to join us for a breakfast benefit
for Clay and Linda. You will be able to
enjoy breakfast casserole, fruit, and
cinnamon rolls. There will also be silent
auction items to bid on.
Please sign up on the sheets provided at
the entrance to the church for food items
you may be able to provide or call the
church office to let your wishes be known.
Other ways you may help them is through
gift cards (fuel, Wal-Mart, Visa or cash
given to Pastor Jo Ellen for her to deliver.)
Linda is currently residing at Holmes Lake
Rehab, 6101 Normal Blvd., Lincoln,
NE 68506
Thank you for your thoughtful
consideration in helping these members of
our church family.

2. October Meet & Greets – small-group listening sessions
Participants will be asked to sign up for these small groups
following the Fellowship Hall Meeting. These groups will gather
in homes and may meet more than once.

Church office closed Monday, Sept. 2nd,
in observance of Labor Day.

Family Game/
Pitch Night

Sunday,
September 22nd,
5:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
Join us for an evening of fun!

Food Requests for
September
Food Net Canned fruit & box meals
Blue Valley Community Action
Canned meat

General Operating Fund
July 31, 2019
2019

July

Year To Date

Expenses

$ 31,918.16 $ 238,618.43

Giving

$ 19,739.75 $ 191,859.91

2019 surplus/(deficit) ($12,178.41)

($ 46,758.52)

September
Committee
Meetings
SPPRC - UMYF
Tues. Sept. 3rd, 6:30 p.m.
Witness - Parlor
Wed.,, Sept. 4th, 5:30 p.m.
Faith Community Nurses - Library
No meeting this month
Nurture - Parlor
Mon., Sept. 9th, 6:00 p.m.
BBCDC Staff Mtg - Fellowship Hall
Tues. Sept. 10th, 6:00 p.m.
Worship - Parlor
Mon. Sept. 16th, 6:30 p.m.
BBCDC Board - Fellowship Hall
Tues. Sept. 17th, 7:00 p.m.
Trustees - Basement Youth Room
Tues. Sept. 17th, 7:00 pm
Finance - Parlor
Thurs. Sept. 19th, 6:30 p.m.
Mission & Outreach NO meeting this month

Dancers and Dramatists Needed!
If you have an interest in serving God through
dance or drama, YOU ARE NEEDED! This
fall, Seward UMC will be incorporating
liturgical dance and drama into worship. All ages and abilities are
wanted and needed.
If dance or drama aren't for you, encourage someone you know to
use their talents to the Glory of God!
Contact Wess Robotham, wess.robotham@gmail.com, if
interested or with questions. Thank you!

Do you have questions about the
General Conference Special
Session meeting in February or
the Judicial Council meeting and
recent decisions in April? Many
helpful resources can be found at
this website:
resourceumc.org

2020 Church Budgets due!!
All Committee budgets due to the office by
September 30th. Thank you in advance for
timely submissions.

The Finance Committee has decided not to print
mid-year donation statements. As is the case any
time of the year, if you wish to check your
balance, or have other questions about your
donations, please contact the church office and
the Finance Secretary will get in touch with you.
Thank you so much for your generouscontributions so far this year!

Faith—FULL Times

Brent Jackman
Pam Jackman
Cliff Lowell
Braden Soester
Susan Walsh

Usher 3
Usher 4
Liturgist

Acolyte

Communion Server
Communion Server
Communion Server

Jackie & Jena Eberspacher
Marty Bender
Cindy Butzke
Daina Sain
Darrin & Jim

Acolyte

Communion Server
Communion Server
Communion Server

Money Counters

Phyllis Hronik
Jolene Wiegardt
Gordon Wiegardt
Jeff Maly
Donna Maly
Marv Bauman
Lou Bauman

Paulette Barth

Jean Kinnamon
Jim Quist
Maggan Quist
Tom Hanson
Janni Hanson
Rod Barth

Carla Schwahn
Sarah Shively
Virgil Canning
Monica Sommerfeld
Alex Sommerfeld
Melissa Luebbe
Jeff Luebbe

God's Squad

Carole & Karen

Lynette & Holly

Jay & Darrin

Randy & Maynard

McKenzie & Zoey Austin Schroeder Katelyn Crook & Avery
Cooper Hill & Kyle Riley
Martin
& Karsyn Fields
Rodocker

Evelyn Hastings
Don McKibbin
LaQuita McKibbin
Kiersten Hill
Diane Hill
Marc Guthrie
Martie Guthrie

Chancel Choir

Gail Brand
Pete Wegman
Cris Slack
JaLena Slack
Jackie & Jena
Eberspacher

Julie Moody
Leanne Josoff
Roy Josoff
Doug Barker
Kylee Josoff &
Brynlie Robbins

Sue Imig
Dale Rocker
Sandi Rocker
Doug Brand

09/29/2019

Jim Eitel

Jeannie Jeary
Dave Neeley
Joanne Neeley
John Moody

Chancel Choir

09/22/2019

Carole Briggs
Bruce Dickinson
Sue Dickinson
Daylon & Kayson
Sayler

Nancy Eitel
Linda Eberspacher
Steve Eberspacher
Billy Snell

09/15/2019

**Please be responsible for finding a substitute if you are unable to work as scheduled.
Notify the church office of any changes. THANK YOU for volunteering!

Sue Curtis
Vernon Curtis
Daina Sain
Gary Sain

Marty Bender
Cindy Butzke
Neal Butzke

Music
Welcome Center
Greeter - East
Greeter - West
Usher 1
Usher 2
Usher 3
Usher 4

10:30 Service

Sharon Hambek

Usher 2

Mary Barker
Cliff Lowell

Linda Flyr

Maxine Moore
Linda Swanson
Steve Hambek

Judy Sloup
Dennis Sloup
Randy Halder
Brecken Matzke & Austin
Schroeder

Rosie Westerhoff
Randy Halder
Lori Shriner
Ken Flyr

09/08/2019

Music
Welcome Center
Greeter - East
Greeter - West
Usher 1

8:15 Service

09/01/2019
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