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God Is Love
God is Love: How Should we Define Love?
When the Scriptures say, "God is love," they aren't
telling us that God is some nebulous, warm fuzzy
feeling of love. The writers who penned the scriptures
weren't saying that in our limited form of human love
we will find God. Not at all -- in fact, when we read
that God is love in the Bible, this means that
God defines love. And when we say that God defines
love, we don't mean that He defines it like Webster
might define something -- we mean that God is the
very definition of love itself. There is no such thing as
love without God. As hard as we might try, we cannot
define love outside of knowing God. This essentially
means that our human definition of love is false.
God is the Creator of all things, and by His very
nature, He is love. God says love is unconditional and
sacrificial, and it's not based on feelings; therefore,
love is not an "intense affection… based on familial or
personal ties". To understand what true love is and to
be able to truly love others, we must know God, and
we can do this through a close personal relationship
with Him. We can have that close relationship with
God by putting our faith in Jesus Christ, who was
God's sacrifice of love for us.
God is Love: True Love Only Comes Through a
Relationship With Him
God is Love! As such, true love -- God's love -- can be
summed up in this passage of scripture: "Beloved, let
us love one another: for love is of God; and every one
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this
was manifested the love of God toward us, because
that God sent his only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one another" (1 John
4:7-11).
From the website
www.allaboutgod.com

10 biblical ways
to love
1. Listen without interrupting.
“To answer before listening —
that is folly and
shame” (Proverbs 18:13).
2. Speak without accusing.
“Be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become
angry” (James 1:19).
3. Give without selfishness.
“The righteous give without
sparing” (Proverbs 21:26).
4. Pray without ceasing. “We
have not stopped praying for
you” (Colossians 1:9).
5. Answer without arguing.
“Better a dry crust with peace
and quiet than a house full of
feasting, with
strife” (Proverbs 17:1).
6. Share without pretending.
“Speaking the truth in love,
we will grow to become in
every respect the mature
body of … Christ” (Ephesians
4:15).
7. Enjoy without complaining.
“Do everything without grumbling or arguing” (Philippians
2:14).
8. Trust without wavering.
“[Love] always protects,
always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres”(1 Corinthians 13:7).
9. Forgive without punishing.
“Forgive as the Lord forgave
you” (Colossians 3:13).
10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled is a
tree of life” (Proverbs
13:12).
—From various websites; all
Scriptures NIV

SUMC...On the Move
February Newsletter
(A component of the Faith Community Nursing Program)
And it is written, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” As we look forward to Valentine’s Day,
it’s important to remember that we’ll never attain the complete love of neighbor until we
first love ourselves. Self-love is spiritual and physical. It is humble, respectful, and faithful.
We must take care of ourselves before we can meet others’ needs. Here’s an opportunity
to do just that!
We are very excited about our upcoming February group event. If you need a great gift for
the “valentines” in your life, please let us assist.

Sunday, 2/24, 1:30-4:30p.m., Fallbrook YMCA
SUMC is On the Move for another YMCA shindig!
This no-cost, family-friendly block of time is open to our entire
church family. Activities available are family swimming (laps, pool play
with slides, hot tub); open gym basketball courts; classes to
“sample” (spinning/stationary bikes, yoga, core & more and Zumba); use of
machines and free weights; fun snacks, and more! Free child-watch will
also be available. If you just want to come and visit with your SUMC family,
that’s certainly a-okay! Consider including this afternoon in your February plans.
The Fallbrook YMCA address is 700 Penrose Drive, Suite B, only 23 minutes away. What a
sweet treat for you, your family, your friends!
Dates to keep in mind:
Sunday, 2/3 & 2/10
Monday, 2/11
Thursday, 2/14
Sunday, 2/24, 1:30-4:30 pm

Leave your January activity log in the shoebox
Drawing for the winning January “movers”
Love others the way you want to be loved.
Fallbrook YMCA open to SUMC church family

November Winners: Jim Eitel, Jeri Bierbower, E.V. Walsh
December Winners: Sally Wurst, Don & LaQuita McKibbin
As we continue to move forward, please direct questions or comments to
Lynette: 402-641-8177
Lynette.Broderick@connectseward.org

Jack: 402-641-3485
Jack.Broderick@connectseward.org

February 2019 UMW Calendar

… that on March 23, 2019
United Methodist Women(UMW)
will joyfully celebrate their
150th Birthday?
… that UMW is a world-wide
community of women ?
… that women of all ages can
be a part of Seward’s UMW ?

You are always
invited to join us.
1:30 pm Unit Meeting
Susan Walsh: Maternal Health
Hostesses: Connie Kamprath/Phyllis Hronik
Parlor

… that your copy of the UMW 2019
Program Book is waiting
for YOU in the hallway
by UMW Bulletin Board?

Wednesday, February 6

Saturday, February 9 Ecumenical Legislative Briefing Day
Christ United Methodist Church – Lincoln
4530 “A” Street Lincoln, NE
Wednesday, February 20

5:00-6:30 pm Reading Group
Maxine Moore’s Home

Thursday, February 21

7:00 pm Evening Group
Carole Briggs: “Pledge Service”
Hostesses: Deb Kramer & Jo Ellen Axthelm
Devotions: Carole Briggs
Fellowship Hall

Saturday, February 23
Wednesday, February 27

9:00-Noon Sewing Saturday
Fellowship Hall
3:45 pm Leadership Team Mtg.
Parlor

 PLEASE sign the clipboard

when you pick up your copy.

 Plan to attend one or more

of the activities/gatherings on
the UMW monthly calendar.

 Contact officers if you

have ideas or questions.

 If you wish,

return your completed
Pledge-to-Mission Card
to the church office
c/o Carole Briggs,
UMW Treasurer

Exciting news! There is a digital copy of the 2019
UMW Program Book! If you would like a copy, email
the church office and it will be emailed to you.

“What Do I Have?”
What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a servant?
Eyes, he said,
To see the beauty in all that I’ve made And my children as they travel life’s highway.
Hands, he said,
To reach out and touch hurting souls,
To give a hug or encouraging pat on the back.
Feet, he said,
To lead my children through this world of strife
And to help them run from sin and follow me.

Mouth, he said,
To lift up your voice and sing praises to me
so others may hear the joy in your heart.

Ears, he said,
To listen to my still, small voice of love
and to hear my children when they cry for help.
Heart, he said,
So you may know the full love of my Spirit
and love my children as I have loved you.
~ Thomas Butler

Family Game/
Pitch Night
Sunday,
February 24th,
5:00 pm
Fellowship Hall

Join us for an evening of fun!

Food Requests for
February
Food Net - Fruit &
boxed meals
Blue Valley Community ActionTuna

Seward FoodNet - What is it?
FoodNet is an all volunteer organization that collects food that is
still safe to eat but may be out dated by stores. We also collect
leftover food that was not served and is kept refrigerated or frozen
from various organizations.
A volunteer (called a driver) picks up the food and transports it to
SUMC. On Thursdays, the food is sorted, cleaned, divided, and
packaged to have it ready for distribution on Thursday afternoons at
5:00 pm.
Our customers are people in need of food for various reasons,
whether it be short-term or long-term need. The only requirement
for customers is a first name and how many people are in the
family, which is used for statistical information. If you are 18 years
old or older, you qualify.
Our site is supported by the Seward Ministerial Association and in
affiliation with the Lincoln FoodNet. Volunteers from diverse
Seward churches serve this ministry.
Louise Bauman, Seward FoodNet Coordinator

Like Us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
sewardunitedmethodist

General Operating Fund
December 31, 2018
2018

December

Year To Date

Expenses

$ 34,365.03 $ 376,083.70

Giving

$ 68,317.55 $ 378,148.46

2018 surplus

$ 33,952.52 $

2064.76

February
Committee
Meetings
Worship - Watch bulletins and
emails for further information.
SPPRC - Youth Room
Tues. Feb. 5, 6:30 p.m.
Witness - Parlor
Wed. Feb. 6th, 5:30 p.m.
Nurture - Parlor
Mon. Feb. 11th, 6:00 p.m.
BBCDC Staff Mtg - Preschool room
Tues. Feb. 11th, 6:00 pm
BBCDC Board - Fellowship Hall
Tues. Feb. 19th, 6:00 p.m.
Trustees - Basement Youth Room
Tues. Feb. 19th, 7:00 pm
Mission & Outreach - Parlor
Tues. Feb. 19th, 7:00 pm
Finance - Parlor
Thurs. Feb. 21st, 7:00 p.m.

Acolyte help needed! Anyone 2nd grade
or older is eligible. Please see Leanne
Josoff if able to help with this valuable
benefit to our church worship. Contact
Leanne at ljazzjosoff@gmail.com or
(402) 429-0835.

If you are receiving a
paper copy of the
newsletter & wish to
change to an electronic
version, please contact
the office to be put on
the list for the emailed
version of the newsletter.

Bible App – 21 Day Challenge
What would happen if you gave God’s Word a voice in your life? What if you could make
that a daily habit? Let’s find out!
Just three weeks of consistent behavior can carry you well on your way to a new habit.
Starting February 1, begin any reading plan on the Bible App and continue reading for 21
days. You can pick a plan that is 21 days long, longer, or complete a combination of shorter reading plans (recommended). What’s important is that you connect with God’s Word at least once per
day. You can even invite your friends to complete a plan with you and share your thoughts about the reading
in a private discussion. You can also create a daily reminder right from the app.
Engage in scripture like never before! Even if you can’t start February 1, it’s not too late to begin a new habit. Download the Bible App by YouVersion today, pick a plan that speaks to you, and start reading!

Facebook Live! Every Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Wind chill.
Icy roads.
Feeling sick.
All reasons many of us may not make it to worship on any given
Sunday morning in winter. Now you can join Seward UMC for
worship live on Facebook! Every Sunday morning, at 10:30 a.m., we stream the worship service via Facebook Live. You can join us to watch, listen, and worship God from wherever you are – even the comfort of
your own home in pajamas (optional)!
No bulletin = no problem! Follow along and share in common prayers with your phone/tablet using the Bible
App.

February 3, 2019

Start digging!

Bringing Youth to
Christ Through a
Scouting Ministry
The Scouting program at Seward United Methodist Church
is more than just an activity for our youth to learn about the
outdoors. Scouting provides fun, fellowship, and training to
our youth as well as youth in our community. It emphasizes
honesty, self-reliance, and respect. Through a year-round
program, it affects character, citizenship, and personal
fitness. But the success of our Scouting depends on our
volunteers, who serve in a variety of leadership roles so
that our young people may benefit from our Scouting
ministry. As the Boy Scouts of America celebrates its
anniversary, we salute the splendid volunteers who serve
as Cubmasters, Scoutmasters, and Venturing Advisors,
and in other positions of leadership.
I think the Gospel is a very powerful, yet a very simple
message. It is a message of love, respect, and
responsibility. Scouting is all of that. —Pastor Peter Paine,
Waukegan, Illinois
(The God and Country program) really made me think
about my relationship with God and made me evaluate
it. —Scout Robert Lalley, Princeton, New Jersey
When you look at the Scout Law and the principles which
Scouting teaches young people, all those things are
basically biblical principles. —Pastor Robert Cushman,
Princeton, New Jersey
I’ve seen him study the Bible more in preparation to do
devotions, that all the boys participate in . … —Elinor
Dalene, Parent, Wyckoff, New Jersey
It is our troop, we can really build it the way we want, we
can determine those factors that are important to us to
build into the program, just as God would have us to
do. —Pastor Don James, Wyckoff, New Jersey
Many volunteers give their time so Scouting’s members will
be involved in a quality program. Merit badge counselors
help Scouts learn more about vocations and hobbies.
Volunteers see that the Scout camps of the Council have
the necessary physical facilities and that all camp activities
meet the high health and safety standards of the national
organization. Volunteers serve behind the scenes on
committees so that community organizations using the
Scouting program can find the best leadership possible for
the youth related to their organizations. Volunteers, too,
provide training for these leaders and offer a continuing
service to every Cub Scout pack, Boy Scout troop, and
Venturing crew. Many men and women offer their services
to Scouting, but more volunteers are always needed to
serve as leaders or share their special skills with young
people and other adults. All these people experience a
special sense of achievement through their work in
Scouting. We congratulate all the volunteers who are
active in Scouting throughout Seward and want to offer a
special prayer and word of the thanks to the leaders of
Pack 256 chartered to Seward United Methodist Church.

Scripture promises that God has a
plan for our lives but also reveals
that he wants us to play an active
role in that plan. In 2 Kings 3, three
kings band together to defeat Moab
but end up in an 80-mile desert.
Amid this dire situation, God
commands the people, “Make this
valley full of ditches” (verse 16,
KJV) and promises to fill them
with water — even though it won’t
rain.
Before the people’s need was
supplied, they had to trust God and
act. The next morning, water filled
every ditch they had dug. Plus, they
were victorious in battle.
The takeaway? God will bring the
blessing, but we may have to dig
first!
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Jack Fuller

Susan Walsh
JaLena Slack
Cris Slack

Kay Schroeder
Jack Broderick
Lynette Broderick

Jan Matzke
Carole Briggs
Rosie Westerhoff
Doug Brand

Greeter - West

Usher 1

Usher 2

Usher 3

Usher 4

Liturgist

Janni Hanson
Tom Hanson

Daylon/Kayson Salyer

Don McKibbin
LaQuita McKibbin

McKenzie/Zoey Martin
Doug Brand
Gail Brand
Cindy Butzke

Bells & Praise Team
Marty Bender

Cub Scout Pack 256
Cub Scout Pack 256
Sue Curtis
Vernon Curtis
Brad Perdue
Jill Perdue
Braden Soester

Daina Sain
Gary Sain
Marty Bender
Jay/Carole

Acolyte

Communion Server

Communion Server

Communion Server

10:30 Service

Welcome Center

Greeter - West

Usher 1

Usher 2

Usher 3

Usher 4

Acolyte

Communion Server

Communion Server

Money Counters

Matt Hastings
Lindsay Hastings

Jolene Wiegardt
Phyllis Hronik
Franklin Hronik

Jill Eberspacher
Jon Eberspacher

Lynette/Jim

Conner/Brecken Matzke

Randy/Holly

Kathryn Naber

Pam Jackman

Sue/Holly

Roy Josoff

Brent Jackman

Steve Hambek
Sharon Hambek
Jackie/Jena
Eberspacher

Leann Josoff

Todd Riley

Susan Riley

God's Squad & Praise
Team
Lou Bauman

Avery Rodocker

Chancel Choir & Praise
Team
Jean Kinnamon

Praise Team

Cooper Hill

**Please be responsible for finding a substitute if you are unable to work as scheduled.
Notify the church office of any changes. THANK YOU for volunteering!

Communion Server

Greeter - East

Doug Barker

Cindy Butzke

Cliff Lowell

Jim Eitel

Kiersten Hill

Claudia Horton

Gail Brand
Rick McConnell

Alan Boon

Diane Hill

Ric Horton

Angie Fuller

Dale Rocker

EV Walsh

Juanita Hill

Nancy Eitel
Sandi Rocker

Linda Swanson

Jeannie Jeary

Judy Sloup

Chancel Choir

02/24/2019

Chuck Matzke

02/17/2019

Greeter - East

God's Squad

02/10/2019

Welcome Center

Bells

8:15 Service

02/03/2019

Service schedules will no longer be mailed
separately. Please check newsletter to see if you are scheduled to serve.
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Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-F Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist
Robert Perry, Pastor Email: pastor.robert@hotmail.com Cell Phone : (402) 862-5447
Pastoral Appointments can be made by texting or calling Pastor Robert or
Jo Ellen Axthelm, Associate Pastor—joellenaxthelm@gmail.com, (910) 214-1357
Every Member, Minister

BBCDC: 402-643-2141

UMW Local Church Activities
Chair persons for February are:

Linda Eberspacher
(402) 761-2325
(402) 641-5464

~ March ~ Newsletter DEADLINE ~ Wednesday, February 20th
Submit News by NOON Email articles to umcseward@gmail.com

Susan Walsh
(402) 643-2082

