The Seward United Methodist
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Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
The Lord has done great things for
us, and we rejoiced. Psalm 126:3
NRSV
Fall weather has arrived! Halloween
and Trunk or Treat were a success
and Thanksgiving is on the way. This
year, the Seward Ministerial
Association will be hosting the
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at
our church. All will gather to give
thanks to the Lord for the blessings
He has bestowed upon us and our
community.
New this year, the service will be on
TUESDAY, November 20th at
6:30 p.m. It is our hope that more
people will be able to participate as
the service has been moved to a
Tuesday, and will not include
communion. A time for fellowship
will be provided after the service at
7:30 p.m.
Please plan to join us and invite your
family, friends, and others in the
community to celebrate and give
thanks to God!

Children’s Christmas Program
“O Come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.”
Many of the Sunday School children are already preparing songs and reviewing scripts for the Children’s
Christmas Program on Sunday, December 9th. The
program will be performed between worship services
at 9:30 a.m. The program, How Far is it to Bethlehem?, tells the story of a caravan from Jerusalem to
Bethlehem upon hearing the news of Jesus’ birth.
In preparation for the program, a few special
rehearsals have been scheduled to ensure the
children can learn their lines and songs.
Those assigned speaking roles will need to meet at the
following times:
Sunday, November 4, 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sanctuary
Sunday, November 18, 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sanctuary
All children in the program are requested to be
present:
Sunday, December 2, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall
A pizza lunch will be provided!
Saturday, December 8, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sanctuary
Plan to attend the presentation of How Far is it to
Bethlehem? on Sunday, December 9th at 9:30 a.m.
followed by a birthday party for Jesus after the second
worship service.

This Sunday, Seward United
Methodist Church will observe All
Saints Day. We invite you to bring a
candle (or candles) in memory of any
of your dearly departed to light during
the service and process to the front
with them where they will be placed on
special tables for the remainder of the
service.
For the “Procession of Light”,
please proceed via the side aisles to the
rear of the church. Ushers will be
available to light your candles; and
then you will come forward via the
center aisle. If you are uncomfortable
processing with a lit candle, additional
ushers will be stationed at the chancel
to light candles as well.
The names of those members who
have passed away in the last year will
be read. We will then invite those in
attendance to stand and name any other
friends or relatives who have passed
away in the past year.
Historically, All Saints Day (Nov.
1) and All Souls Day (Nov. 2) have
been two important “feast days” in the
church. All Saints Day was also
known in northern Europe as All
Hallows Day. The day before (October
31st) was known as All Hallows Eve.
This name was contracted to what
became known as Halloween.
For a variety of reasons, as the
contemporary non-Catholic church has
begun to celebrate this day in some locations, it has moved to the first Sunday in November. Please join us for
what we hope will be a meaningful remembrance of our beloved who have
gone on to eternal rest.

SUMC Worship Bulletins –
On Your Smartphone!
Wish you could take notes during worship on
Sunday? Want to continue engaging with God’s
Word after hearing the sermon? Forget what all
those announcements were about before the
service?
The Seward UMC Worship services are
available in the Bible App - Events. Before and
during the service, you can follow along just as
you would using a printed bulletin. You can also
use the app to:
 View announcement information
 Sign up for volunteer opportunities
 Request a favorite song or hymn
 Take notes during the pastors message
(notes are private to you alone)
 Begin a Bible reading plan related to the
weekly message
 Invite your friends and family on social
media to attend worship or engage with us
 And more!
Give it a try! Download the Bible App by
YouVersion from the Apple App Store or
Google Play.
Once signed in, click on the menu/more button
Click Events
Select the Seward UMC Worship service
you would like to interact with.
Need help? Contact Wess Robotham, Director
of Music and Worship Technology before/after a
service or at 402-641-2679 or at
wess.robotham@gmail.com.

Advent Church Family
Dinner and Workshop…
All ages and
stages are
asked to attend
as we prepare
for the advent
season at SUMC!

Make plans to come join us on Saturday,
December 1st from 4:00-6:30p.m. as we begin
our advent journey together. This special
evening has us working on special keepsake
treasures for advent, a shorter “hanging of
the greens” worship time, and a healthy meal
together as we fellowship and prepare for
this most beloved season.
Sign up soon on the board in the front
hallway so we can plan the meal and
treasure keepsakes accordingly.

Women on
Wednesdays … WOW!
We meet each week at 7:15p.m. Join us
when you can… great group to study
God’s word, share in prayer, and
fellowship with!
Notes from Jo Ellen… Church Family Life…
I am feeling incredible thankful this fall for our church family! Thank you to all
who sent cards and sweet little gifts for Pastor Appreciation Month… they were
all such a blessing and warmed my heart this October!
I enjoyed a trip this month to renew my soul and rest while visiting our
daughter in Florida. Many thanks to all who keep SUMC so well when we need
to be away!
Love and prayers, Pastor Jo Ellen

Children’s Christmas
Musical and
Birthday Party for
Jesus...
Musical in the Sanctuary:
Sunday, December 9th at
9:30a.m.
Birthday Party in the Fellowship Hall at 11:30a.m.
Gift bags for all children
in attendance and fellowship/goodies for all ages!
Additional Rehearsal
Dates/times
Sundays… October 28th from
11:30-12, November 4 and
18th from 11:30-12, December
2nd from 11:30-1:30 with a
pizza lunch provided, and a
last dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 8th from 10amnoon.

Nurture and SS/
UMYF/Godparents…

Join us for a thanksgiving
meal and meeting at 6p.m.
Monday, November 12th
as we look at the upcoming year and needs/plans.
Please see email and RSVP
to Jo Ellen

Bright Beginnings
Child Development
Center
New members of the SUMC family:
this September!

Carol Lavelle

Josh and Jamie Fields

Jeff and Donna Maly
Please let Pastor Jo Ellen or Pastor
Robert know if you are interested in
joining our amazing church family… we
have dates available for joining… but
most importantly we want you to know
you are always welcome to visit,
worship, serve, and share in the family
life at SUMC as long as you wish to!

BBCDC has secured strong, experienced,
and educated teachers to lead children in
their classroom learning, including our new
Pre-K class! We currently have 8 staff
members that hold associate degrees or
higher, 7 staff members that have at least
five years of experience in the
education field, and well equipped
support staff.
Our two Toddler rooms have received a
face lift: one getting a fresh coat of
paint, and both receiving new
flooring. This brings a much needed
update to our space. SUMC has also
graciously offered to share an additional
room with us in the basement. This
room has allowed us to separate our 3
year olds from our 4 and 5 years olds,
thus having more age appropriate
activities and care for every child.
All of us here at Bright Beginnings are
looking forward to a great school year
focused on filling our children’s hearts
with the love of Christ, guiding their
minds to new heights, and fostering
their growth in all ways we are able.
We have had a great month… see our
Bright Beginnings CDC facebook page
for lots more pictures of what we
have been up to this past month.
Many thanks for all the prayers for
sweet Marshall! He is back to
BBCDC this week with some
partial days and doing much
better.
Prayers for all of our children and
t each ers a lso a re mu ch
appreciated!

Youth Hand Chime
Choir

Make a joyful noise to the
Lord, all the earth. Psalm
100:1
SUMC Music Ministries is
looking for youth in middle
school or high school to
become part of a Youth Hand
Chime Choir. Hand chimes
are similar to bells with a
different tone and sound.
The hand chime choir will
meet on Sundays after the
second worship service.
This opportunity provides youth to become
involved in music ministry without being required
to sing. A starting date will be announced once
youth have had an opportunity to sign up. If you
are, or know of, a youth who is interested in giving
praise to God through music, please contact
Wess Robotham at 402-641-2679 or at
wess.robotham@gmail.com.

November
Committee
Meetings
Witness - Library
Wed. Nov. 7th, 5:30 pm
Nurture - Parlor
Mon. Nov. 12th, 6:00 pm
BBCDC Staff Meeting - FH/Kitchen
Tues. Nov. 13th, 6:00 pm
Finance - Parlor
Thurs. Nov. 15th, 7:00 pm
BBCDC Board - FH
Tues. Nov. 20th, 6:00 pm
Trustees - Basement Youth Room
No meeting this month
Mission & Outreach - Parlor
Tues. Nov. 20th, 5:00 pm
SPPRC - UMYF
Tues. Nov. 27rd, 7:00 pm

One never knows the depth of the love and
support from a church family until we have
experienced it. It helps to know others
care.
Thank you for reaching out at a difficult
time with the death of our son, Steve. We
pray God’s blessing of comfort to others of
our church family who have lost a loved
one.
Don & LaQuita McKibbin
Thank youIt is with heartfelt appreciation
that we thank our church family
for the love and support that we
have received throughout Steve’s
ALS journey. Our cup runneth
over with gratitude and love for
you all.
Denny, Shawn, Rebecca and
family, Jesse, Christa and family,
Timothy Perry Carr

Church Conference
Sunday, November 4th
2:00 pm
Fellowship

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, November 10, 2018
SUMC Annual All-Church Bazaar
THE 66th Annual All-Church Bazaar will be held Saturday, November 10th in
the Fellowship Hall, kitchen and parlor of the Seward United Methodist Church.
This event is open to the community as well as our church family.

Proceeds from this event will be used for:
 sponsorships for children’s summer church camp registrations;
 sponsorships for our high school youth to attend July 2019
National Gathering for United Methodist Youth in Kansas City, KS; and
 financial support for local, regional and worldwide mission and outreach needs.
The Coffee Shop in the parlor will open at 8:30 am so you can fortify yourself with
coffee, tea, muffins, cinnamon rolls or other baked goodies before the 9:00 a.m.
opening of our Gift Shop and Kountry Kitchen.
The Kountry Kitchen will offer a wide variety of homemade baked goods, mixes,
jellies, jams, etc. Items go very quickly, so come early if possible.
The Gift Shop in the Fellowship Hall will again offer hundreds of handmade items
perfect for gift-giving … or for you to enjoy in your own home.

The Annual All-Church Bazaar will close at 2:00 pm Saturday; but in case you
cannot shop on Saturday, we will be open on Sunday, November 11th from
9:00 – 12:00 am; and usually there are plenty of items gift items still available.
Volunteers are always welcomed and needed!
If you have questions, please contact Jeanne Gee (402-641-1072).

Q. How were the Church Bazaar
proceeds from 2017 shared?

UMW Dates to Remember:

A.
November 7th

November 8th

1:30 pm UMW Unit Meeting
‘The Sacred Space of Grief and Hope’
Pastor JoEllen Axthelm
Fellowship Hall

$1,000 UMCOR
$ 500 Methodists Ministries Big Garden
$ 500 Child Advocacy Center – Lincoln
$ 500 Released and Restored Prison Ministry
$ 250 Blue Valley Community Action
Partnership
$ 25 People’s City Mission – Lincoln

7:00 pm Evening UMW
Fellowship Hall

November 10-11th SUMC Annual Church Bazaar
November 14th

5:30 pm UMW Reading Group
Maxine Moore’s Home

November 15th

6:00 pm Creative Hands Ministry
Parlor

November 28th

3:45 pm Leadership Team
Parlor

SAVE-the-DATE ….. December 5th
UMW Christmas Luncheon

AND … $3,000 was contributed to pay off our
2017 HVAC balance

Q. How will the 2018 Church Bazaar
proceeds be used?
A.




November 3rd,
this Saturday evening!

$2,775 was distributed this summer to the
following agencies and programs:

Recipients of the 2018 proceeds will be:
2018 Summer Camp Scholarships for children
attending church camps
Registration for church youth attending
July 10-14th YOUTH 2019 - National
Gathering for United Methodist Youth in
Kansas City, MO
Financial support for various local, regional
national and world-wide programs serving people
who are in need.

Church office is closed for
Thanksgiving Day and
the day after
Thanksgiving. Have a
restful and wonderful
holiday weekend.

SUMC … On the Move
November Newsletter
(A component of the Faith Community Nursing Program)
Fall is a great time to get fit! You can establish a new routine before the upcoming holidays, and get a
jump start on your New Year’s resolution. Hence, our November/December group event will be
“Rockin’ Your Routine.” In particular:
1. Take advantage of the Weather – Be outdoors whenever possible. Recreation areas are
less crowded and the crisp fall air is a treat for the senses. Visit orchards and pumpkin
patches. Raking leaves definitely increases the heart rate and burns calories.

2. Become an active TV Watcher – If you watch hours of TV, have a plan to move while you
view! As you watch the tube: walk or run in place, do standing lunges, do tricep dips off the
couch, or lift weights. During commercials, do push-ups or sit-ups. During a one-hour show,
you probably can convert 20 minutes of commercial interruption into 20 minutes of exercise.
3. Remember the 30-Day Rule – It takes the body 21-30 days to adapt to a new lifestyle.
That’s why people who give up on their fitness programs tend to do so within the first 30
days. After a month, behavior patterns will have adapted and it will be much easier to
succeed in the long term.
4. Strive for the Three C’s - Commitment, convenience, and consistency … First, exercise
takes commitment. Just as you plan for everything else, you have to plan for exercise.
For convenience, choose a venue close by, or an activity that can be done at home. Select
times when interruptions are unlikely. Finally, there’s consistency. It’s better to work out
for 10 minutes each day than one hour each week. Start small to reap large rewards!
Dates to keep in mind:
Sunday, 11/4 & 11/11
Saturday, 11/10
Monday, 11/12
Thursday, 11/22
Friday, 11/23

Leave your October activity log in the shoebox.
Walk to and through the SUMC Bazaar. Be a consumer!
Drawing for the winning October “movers.”
Eat, drink, and be thankful! Feast ‘til you’re stuffed!
Smile as you shop. Then, enjoy a very long walk!

If you haven’t enrolled in SUMC … On the Move: Please know that you can register at any time.
All ages are welcome! The registration forms and activity logs are on the information table in
the hallway.
Registrations can be left in the shoebox!
Remember to take a red water bottle
from the shelf.
September Winners: Susan Walsh, Carole Briggs, Jim Eitel
As we continue to move forward, please direct questions and comments to
Lynette: 402-641-8177
Jack: 402-641-3485
Lynette.Broderick@connectseward.org
Jack.Broderick@connectseward.org

From the
Foundation:
Just a few more weeks until we
all join together to celebrate
Thanksgiving and Christmas
and anticipate 2019. The
Seward United Methodist
Church Foundation has been
active this year with numerous
funding assistance needs for
our church facility and church
family.
The Foundation was a valuable
asset in helping fund:
--the remodel of the kitchen
--finishing the HVAC system
project
--monetary gifts to Seward
UMC graduating seniors
-- curriculum needs
--tuition for classes and
continuing education

You walked the walk!
A cold, rainy afternoon walk was enjoyed by
some and endured by many as 40+ SUMC
members and friends participated in the Crop
Walk on October 7.
If you were a walker, thank you for strolling
through Seward and bringing attention to the
plight of world hunger.
If you were a contributor, your generosity is so
appreciated. We very much exceeded our goal
of $200 with a total collection of $1,165. Your
gifts go far beyond the borders of Seward and
will be distributed through Church World
Service. Hunger knows no boundaries. Thank
you, thank you, thank you.

All of this is possible because
of contributions to the Seward
United Methodist Church
Foundation.

The Legacy Society is
developing with individuals
remembering the SUMC
Foundation in their estate
planning. We are hoping that
our SUMC Foundation may
count on your support.
Thank you.

Family Game Night
Sunday, Nov. 18th
5:00pm-7:00pm
Fellowship Hall
Come join the fun!

Food Requests
for November
Food Net
Canned Fruit &
Vegetables

**If you have empty
reusable/recyclable
containers that can
be used by FoodNet,
please bring to the
church. **

General Operating Fund
September 30, 2018
September Year To Date
Expenses

$34,665.39

$280,673.23

Giving

$28,431.17

$246,667.86

2018 deficit

$6,234.22

$34,005.37

Mid-year giving statements are ready. These statements
represent your giving from 1/1/18 through 6/30/18. If you
pledged, the pledge number on the statements also represents
this six month period. Martie Guthrie will be handing them out
during services. If she missed you, please stop in the church
office to pick yours up. If you have any questions about your
giving statement, please call Martie at 402-641-4901 or leave a
message at the church office. The statements will remain in the
church office until the end of the year. These mid-year
statements will not be mailed. As always, if you have any
questions about your donations, please call the church office
and leave a message for Martie Guthrie, SUMC Financial
Secretary.”

Blue Valley
Community Action
Boxed meals

Snow Team help is needed!
Volunteers are still needed to complete our snow
removal teams for the coming winter. Teams are
only responsible for the sidewalks around the
church and in front of the church. The church owns
snowblowers and shovels. Sand and snow melt are
also provided. Please contact Carla Schwahn,
402-641-5125 or Sue Imig, 402-643-1626 to
volunteer.

If you are receiving a
paper copy of the
newsletter & wish to
save postage for the
church, please contact
the office to be put on
the emailed version of
the newsletter.

Missing from the Church Library:
A yellow book with lists of
Dewey decimal numbers and
subject titles ~ a great help for
arranging books according to
subject categories. Needed!
Please return.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
The time is here to start thinking about Christmas poinsettias. If you wish to bring your own plant to help
decorate the sanctuary, it needs to be in the church parlor by noon on Wednesday, November 28th. Please
clearly mark your name on the plant. Also turn this form in to the church office with the information you
would like on the bulletin insert for Christmas Eve. Forms are due to the office by December 10th.
For your convenience, you may order your plant through the church and we will place a large order to St
Johns Lutheran School for their school fundraiser. Make your check (no cash) payable to St Johns
Lutheran School for $15. Please submit payment and the completed form to the church office by Sunday,
November 11th. Your poinsettia will be delivered directly to the church and available for you to take home
to enjoy after Christmas.

NAME:
# OF PLANTS

(All plants will be 8-10" tall with at least 3 blooms and red in color)

IN MEMORY OF
IN MEMORY OF
IN HONOR OF
IN HONOR OF
Thank you for sharing your poinsettia - please take it home after ANY of the Christmas Eve services.
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Lynette Broderick
Daina Sain
D Welch/L Broderick

Communion Server

Communion Server

Money Counters

M Steckly/K Yelden

J Ferris/C Briggs

K Yelden/H Matzke

Conner/Brecken Matzke
Creighton Kalhoff

**Please be responsible for finding a substitute if you are unable to work as scheduled.
Notify the church office of any changes. THANK YOU for volunteering!

Rod Barth

Makenzie Martin/Kylee Josoff Jackie/Jenna Eberspacher

Communion Server

Acolyte

Linda Eberspacher
Gary Sain

LaQuita McKibben

Lynette Broderick

Usher 4

Steve Eberspacher

Maynard Steckly
Don McKibben

Jack Broderick

Jill Perdue

Jerry Meyer

Vern Yelden

Usher 3

Brad Perdue

Karen Yelden

Bruce Heidbrink
Elaine Heidbrink

Rod Barth
Paulette Barth

Usher 2

Elaine Nielsen

Samantha Phillips

Marv Bauman

Greeter - West

Usher 1

Mary Meyer

Merlyn Nielsen

Nathan Phillips

Greeter - East

Carol Zak

Lou Bauman

Daina Sain

Welcome Center

Worship Leader

Chancel Choir & Youth
Praise Team
Jean Kinnamon

Bells & Worship Leader

10:30 Service

Zack Parra

Sue Imig

Sue Dickinson

Bruce Dickinson

Greg Zabka

Dixie Zabka

Chancel Choir & Adult
Praise Team
Jolene Weigardt

Mary Barker

Doug Barker

Communion Server
Larry Chapman

Cooper Hill

Addilyn Sugden

Karsyn Fields

Acolyte

Communion Server

John Moody

Communion Server

Kelly Wergin

Deb Snell
Evelyn Hastings

Tom Gee

Pete Wegman

Cindy Butzke

Billy Snell

Carla Ketner

Liturgist

Larry Chapman

Usher 3

Carla Schwahn

Usher 4

Mary Barker

Usher 2

JB Ketner

Sue Imig

Jan Matzke

Liz Neeley
Juanita Hill

Margo Gish
Doug Barker

Usher 1

Marla Jisa

Chuck Matzke

Austin Schroeder

Gus Gish

Greeter - East

Greeter - West

Jeannie Jeary

Nita Goings

Kay Schroeder

Christina Chapman

Welcome Center

Chancel Choir

God's Squad

Bells

11/25/2018

8:15 Service

11/18/2018

11/11/2018

11/04/2018

November

Service schedules will no longer be mailed
separately. Please check newsletter to see if you are scheduled to serve.

November Issue
Label
Service schedules will no longer be mailed separately.
Please check newsletter to see if you are scheduled to serve.
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Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-F Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist
Robert Perry, Pastor Email: pastor.robert@hotmail.com Cell Phone : (402) 862-5447
Pastoral Appointments can be made by texting or calling Pastor Robert or
Jo Ellen Axthelm, Associate Pastor—joellenaxthelm@gmail.com
Every Member, Minister

BBCDC: 402-643-2141

UMW Local Church Activities
Chair persons for November are:

Carole Briggs
402-643-2304

~ December ~ Newsletter DEADLINE ~ Tuesday, November 20th
Submit News by NOON Email articles to umcseward@gmail.com

Janet Matzke
402-643-3020

