The Seward United Methodist

Fai h —FULL Times

Newsletter’s New Name
ALL
Church
Leadership
Luncheon/
Meeting
January 7
All committee members are invited to
share a noon meal,
get to know the members of their team or
group and mutually
select what day/date
works best for a meeting time. There will also
be some general information for all leadership including how
Seward UMC works
together to make a
difference in Seward
and beyond.
The vision for 2018
adopted at Church
Conference will guide
us for the coming year.
12-12:30 Lunch in Fellowship Hall
12:3—1:30 General Info, Vision,
and Committee
Assignments
1:30-2:15 Ad Council in Parlor

In December the church held a contest to
rename the current
newsletter. After receiving seven entries,
a winner was chosen
for the
creativity, play on
words and simplicity.
The name was submitted by Jena
Eberspacher. When
asked how she came
up with the idea she
shared, “I thought
about words that
had to do with God
and Church and
came up with Faith,
and then thought
about faithfulness
and how God asks for us to be faithful all the time.
And the “times” part I thought of the New York
Times newspaper.
Jena will receive a gift card for her winning entry.
Thanks Jena for your gift to us as we start a new
year with a new name for our newsletter. Jena
attends Seward Middle School and is active in
Sunday School and Youth Group and serves as an
acolyte. Congratulations again Jena.

robert’s reflection
he ate
the sugar cookies
off her hospital tray
too hard to chew
she said
they
laughed
and now
that sound
is drifting
somewhere out
in space
because
no
moan
or sign
command or cry
is lost
all
given voice
ride waves
like light
and some electronic
might reach
the journeying point
re cord
bring back
or
in the natural
curvature
of things
re turn
i thought once
midst the noise some
maze
i heard jeepers
my boy days
dog
bark
and grandmothers hand
slap
the jack
we played
atop a brown card table
in the winter
listen listen listen
the laughter
you two made today
stays longer
than those sickroom walls
will stand
~robert

Child Care available Sundays
9:15 until 11:30 and on
Wednesday Evenings during
music groups and Bible Study.

Thank you for a wonderful Advent season and
Christmas. With the help of all musical groups and
Bruce Wallace’s coordination and direction this
Christmas was memorable and fulfilling with your gifts
to make a difference in Puerto Rico and Liberia,
where one new well can be dug in each place for a
number of folks to enjoy clean drinking water.
Cara, Abby and I appreciate all your cards, gifts
and best wishes.
Joy and Peace,
Robert Henre

Church offices will be closed Monday, January 1
and Monday, January 15 for the holidays.

Women’s Bible Study Begins January 10!
Wednesday, January 10, the Women’s Bible Study will
begin a new study about Mary, the mother of Jesus at
7:15 p.m. in the Parlor.
For more information contact, Jo Ellen Axthelm.

General Operating Fund
November 30, 2017
November

Year To Date

Expenses

$ 25,971

$306,990

Giving

$ 73,111

$336,075

2017 Overage $ 47,142

$ 29,085

*Mission Shares paid in full!

Notes from
Jo Ellen…
Church Family Life…
Many thanks with love...
My family and I wish to thank each of
you who sent a greeting, kind gift, or
extended Christian love and fellowship
to us over the Advent/Christmas season. We are truly blessed to begin a
third year in Seward and with our Seward UMC family! God bless you in
2018!

Do you like to decorate?
Are you willing to serve in a task for
three months at a time? We are
looking for someone to decorate the
windows in the foyer, just off of the
sanctuary, on a monthly basis to go
with the worship theme or seasonal theme. We have many
items you can use. Mrs. Sue has held this position for a
long time and wishes to pass it along to folks who would
enjoy this. We need four people to serve in 2018 with the
windows.
Please let Jo Ellen know if you will do this. Thanks!
SUMC Prayer Team:
Let Jo Ellen know if you are
willing to serve on the SUMC
Prayer Team. We are hoping to
add more people of all ages and
stages to the team.
How this works: A ONE CALL is sent out to the prayer
team with a specific prayer request. You are asked to pray
at your own convenience in your own location and keep the
prayer request on your list for the following week or so.
Benefits: blessings of knowing your prayers are benefitting
others in our church family and also our friends.

Prayer
Exchange
Board
coming
soon….
Watch for it!
One of our church members
shared an idea they saw when
visiting another church family.
We love the idea and will be adding our own prayer exchange
board soon… You will add your
prayers of joy/concern to the
board with/without your name …
someone at church will take one
from the board and pray over it
for the coming week. They can
keep it on their prayer list or add
it back to the board for someone
else to pray over.
2018 will be a year of prayer for
our church family! Let’s think
about how we lift each other up,
our community up, and our families up to the Lord. Watch for
this!

Unity Service…

Thursday,
January 18th at
7p.m.
Seward UMC
Join us!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN - 2018

Sacred Spaces are not only places of

January 2018 Events
YOU ARE INVITED
to attend:
Wednesday, January 3, 1:30 pm
UMW Monthly Unit Meeting
Wednesday, January17, 5:30-6 pm
Reading Group
at Maxine Moore’s,
1637 Meadow Lane
Thursday, January 18
Evening Group
5:45 pm Dinner at Dragon Palace
7:00 pm Ecumenical Unity Service
Seward UMC
Saturday, January 27, 8:30 am
Sewing Saturday

Wednesday, January 31, 8:30 am
UMW Leadership Team
meeting

Did
You
Know?
The flame of the United Methodist
Church logo has two parts representing the two churches, the
Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church,
which united together in 1968 in
Dallas, Texas.
We as a church donated $2032
to clean water in Puerto Rico and
Liberia this Christmas.
We paid our mission shares in full
and will begin 2018 with about
$20,000 more than in 2017.

religious significance, but also spaces that
‘are sacred because of the interactions
that take place between God and humans
there.
Each encounter helps a person to see God
clearly. When we interact with God, we
learn something about ourselves … and
we discover God’s purposes for our lives.
In 2018, United Methodist Women across
our globe will be exploring sacred spaces
where we can experience God and
neighbor. As Christ’s disciples, we are
entrusted with creating spaces of
wholeness and abundance for all.
All women (including non-church members) are invited to
participate in our United Methodist Women programs, events,
and/or activities. Our brand new 2018 Program Books will be
available for pick-up in the hallway across from the church office.
Please sign your name when you pick up a booklet.
If you have questions, please contact members of our:
2018 UMW Leadership Team :
Co-President: Evelyn Hastings
Maxine Moore
Vice President: Jeannie Jeary
Secretary:
Jo Ellen Axthelm
Treasurer:
Carole Briggs

2018 Evening Group
Co-Chair: Connie Kamprath
Virginia Jeary
Secretary: Pam Jackman
Treasurer: Debra Kramer

Mission Coordinators: Maxine Moore,
Sue Dickinson, Linda Eberspacher,
Kay Schroeder, Phyllis Hronik,
Jeanne Gee, Sarah Shively,
Marian Fosler, Connie Kamprath,
Deb Kramer, Jean Kinnamon,
Lou Bauman and Virginia Fraser.

This past December, Connie Doehring (left)
received a UMW Special Membership Pin
from Jeannie Jeary who shared the following
information at the presentation.
Every once in a while, the United Methodist
Women wish to honor someone for going the
extra mile of service by donating an extra Gift to
Missions in their honor and presenting that person with the Special Membership Pin. We have
chosen Connie Doehring to receive this honor
for her guidance in the remodeling of the church
kitchen … and …..for the many other things she
does for our church family.”

SUMC...On the Move
(A component of the Faith Community Nursing Program)
Hard to picture Jesus as a chip-munching, caffeine-chugging, channel
zapper … isn’t it? The Bible tells us that He walked A LOT. For health reasons?
Probably not! Exercise was an unknown concept. At that time in human
history, there probably was little emphasis on cholesterol, blood pressure,
counting calories, etc. Life expectancy was low and simple survival consumed
most human energy.
Our culture, today, is very health-conscious. SUMC is now involved in “Healthy
Congregations in Action,” which is a part of the UMC Health Ministry Outreach.
Our January group event continues to be weight awareness. Hopefully you
checked your weight periodically in the last months, and are holding steady.
We are very excited about our upcoming February group event:

Sunday, 2/11, 2-4 p.m., Fallbrook YMCA.
This no-cost, family-friendly block of time will be open to our entire church family for open swimming, gymnasium, yoga and Zumba classes, use of machines,
weight lifting, etc. Free child-watch will also be available. We’re still working
on the details, but encourage you to include this into your February calendar.
Dates to keep in mind:
Sunday, 1/7 & 1/14
Monday, 1/15
Sunday, 2/11, 2-4 p.m

Leave your December activity log in the shoebox
Drawing for the winning December “movers”
Fallbrook YMCA open to SUMC church family

If you haven’t enrolled in SUMC… On the Move: Please

know that you

can register at any time. The registration forms and activity logs are on the information table in the hallway. Registrations can be left in the shoebox! All ages
are welcome. Remember to take a red water bottle from the shelf.

November Winners: adult: Susan Walsh, Phyllis Hronik, E.V. Walsh
youth: Ander Axthelm
As we continue to move forward, please direct questions or comments to
Lynette: 402-641-8177
Jack: 402-641-3485
Lynette.Broderick@connectseward.org Jack.Broderick@connectseward.org
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Daina Sain
Neil Butzke
Cindy Butzke
Gary Sain
Don McKibbin
LaQuita McKibbin
Maynard Steckly
Daylon Salyer
Zach Parra
Cindy Butzke
Daina Sain
LaQuita McKibbin
TBD

Welcome Center
Greeter - East
Greeter - West
Usher 1
Usher 2
Usher 3
Usher 4
Acolyte 1
Acolyte 2
Communion Server
Communion Server
Communion Server
Money Counters

TBD

Carla Schwahn
Dennis Bejot
Janet Bejot
Marc Guthrie
Martie Guthrie
Marvin Bauman
Louise Bauman
Cooper Hill
Braden Soester

Chancel; Praise Team

Lynnette Broderick
Dale Rocker
Sandi Rocker
Maxine Moore
Rosie Westerhoff
Steve Eberspacher
Linda Eberspacher
Jack Broderick
Kyle Riley
Kayson Salyer

God's Squad

1/28/2018

Service schedules will no longer be mailed separately. Please check newsletter to see if you are scheduled to serve.

Bolded name indicates the person signed up for that slot.

**Please be responsible for finding a substitute if you are unable to work as scheduled.
Notify the church office of any changes. THANK YOU for volunteering!

TBD

God's Squad; Praise
Team

Communion; Bells;
Praise Team

10:30 Service

Jeanne Gee
Chuck Matzke
Jan Matzke
Jed Rojewski
Judy Rojewski
Jack Fuller
Angie Fuller
Sue Imig
Connor Matzke
Brecker Matzke

TBD

Sarah Shively
Maxine Moore
Jeanie Jeary
Randy Halder
Lori Shriner
Carole Briggs
Kay Schroeder
JB Ketner
Kylee Josoff
Kathryn Naber

Christina Chapman
Virginia Fraser
Linda Swanson
Leonard Sitzman
Rose Sitzman
Larry Chapman
Alan Boon
Margaret Brock
Addilyn Sugden
Austin Schroeder
Virginia Fraser
Rose Sitzman
Larry Chapman

Welcome Center
Greeter - East
Greeter - West
Usher 1
Usher 2
Usher 3
Usher 4
Liturgist
Acolyte 1
Acolyte 2
Communion Server
Communion Server
Communion Server

Leanne Josoff
Bonnie McCall
Maxine Moore
Roy Josoff
Alyssa Josoff
Tom Hanson
Janni Hanson
Jackie Eberspacher
Jena Eberspacher

Chancel

Communion; Bells

8:15 Service

1/21/2018

Sue Imig
Justin Salyer
Tammy Salyer
Vern Yelden
Karen Yelden
Franklin Hronik
Phyllis Hronik
Lawson Luebbe
Layne Luebbe

1/14/2018

1/7/2018

January 2018

January Issue
Label
Service schedules will no longer be mailed separately.
Please check newsletter to see if you are scheduled to serve.
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1400 North 5th Street
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Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. M-F Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist
Robert Henre, Pastor Email: rhenre@greatplainsumc.org Cell Phone : (402) 803-9216
Pastoral Appointments can be made by texting or calling Pastor Robert
Jo Ellen Axthelm, Ministry Assistant—joellenaxthelm@gmail.com
Every Member, Minister

BBCDC: 402-643-2141

UMW Local Church Activities
Chair persons for January are:

Jolene Wiegert
402-643-9664

~ february ~ Newsletter DEADLINE ~ Friday, January 19th
Submit News by NOON Email articles to umcseward@gmail.com

Virginia Fraser
402-643-0563

