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8:15 a.m.
Blended Worship

9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Praise Worship
Please Note: Childcare is provided in the
preschool room during 2nd service.

Monthly Budget: $31,097
June 2017
Donations:

$ 19,728

YTD Donations

$140,390

Expenses:

$ 28,045

YTD Expenses

$169,170

YTD Shortfall $28,780
Donations: General Operating & Mission Shares
Expenses: Budgeted Items Only

Tues Aug 1

Nurture Committee

7:00 PM - Parlor

Tues Aug 1

S/PPRC

7:00 PM - Library

Wed Aug 2

Witness Committee

5:30 PM - Parlor

Tues Aug 8

Faith Comm Nurses

6:00 PM - Parlor

Thur Aug 10

Sesquicentennial

6:00 PM - Parlor

Mon Aug 14

Bldg Fund Committee 6:30 PM - Parlor

Tues Aug 15

Trustees Committee

7:00 PM - Parlor

Tues Aug 22

S/PPRC

7:00 PM - Parlor

Tues Aug 22

Mission & Outreach

7:00 PM - Library

Wed Aug 23

BBCDC Board

6:00 PM - F.H.

Mon Aug 28

Worship Committee

6:30 PM - Parlor

Thur Aug 31

Finance Committee

7:00 PM - Parlor

Watch us on Cable 13
at 9:30 p.m.
on Sunday
and/or
10:00 a.m.
Thursday mornings

DVD’s are being provided for the senior
adult homes
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Notes from
Jo Ellen…
Rally Day Sunday: August 20th…
Swimming into a new year!
Join us at worship at 8:15/10:30 and Sunday
School at 9:30-10:20 for our day of celebrating a
new school year at SUMC. We will have special
snacks at fellowship times following the worship
services as well as special activities for Sunday
School.
We will be heading to
the pool as a church
family from 2-4p.m.
that day ($4/5 or use
your pool pass)…
Plan to join us! We will have treats at 4:00 just outside the pool area for all who attend.

Creative
Hands
Ministry:
Join us on
Tuesday, August 22nd from
5:30-6:30 in the Parlor to hear
more about how your knitting,
crocheting, and sewing can be
used by God for ministry at
SUMC with our family and
friends. All ages are invited
and welcome!
See Sarah
Shively or Jo Ellen Axthelm for
more information about this
opportunity. We hope you
will come!

Stained Glass Windows for 150 Celebration: A work Day will be held
on Sunday, July 30th from 3-5p.m. We will begin work on our beautiful
stained glass windows for the east stairway of our building. During the
week of VBS, children will be adding one piece of glass to the project. We
will have this workday on the 30th and folks are also invited to stop by the
building during the week to add to these, unless we finish early. There will be detailed directions on what to do and you are asked to neatly sign your name on the list so that we will have
a record of all who have participated in the two window creations. Bright Beginnings will also
be invited to add a piece of glass for each child. This is a lasting legacy project of our current
church family and friends for many, many years to come. I encourage you to stop by and see
the windows at Faith Lutheran (inset pic is from theirs) if you wish to see how the windows
look when finished. We will have our own unique design for our church family!
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Seeking Church Figurines to borrow…

2nd

For the 150 Celebration on Sunday, September
17th, 2017 we are hosting a special dinner following
the 10:30 service that day.

Annual Law

For decorating, we are using “church figurines” of all sizes. If you
have some we can borrow, please let Jo Ellen know. She is collecting
all sizes of churches and would like to have them by September 1st if
possible. Please label with your name on the bottom using an address label so they can be returned following our special Sunday together. Many thanks, in advance!

Let’s Go to the Sisters Evening… all
women are invited to join us on Friday, September 1st as we head to Lincoln St. Mark’s
UMC for a special evening of fun!

Enforcement
Luncheon:
SUMC will again be hosting a
luncheon for all of Seward
County Law Enforcement on
Friday, August 18th or the 25th
in the Fellowship Hall at 12
Noon. If you would like to help
provide food for this special
meal or help serve, please let
Jim Eitel or Jo Ellen Axthelm
know.

We will meet at the church at 4:30p.m. for those who wish to carpool together, stop to eat a light dinner together, and arrive at St.
Mark’s around 6:15p.m. The cost is $30 plus a small handling fee
when we order tickets unless we have 10 or more… sign up with Jo
Ellen by August 13th and pay your cost to the church office.

We want to thank our officers
for all the good they do in our
community and for serving
each and every day to keep us
all living in a safer place.

Vacation Bible School….

Many thanks to all who have
served in the past and to those
who serve still today!

We had a great time at this year’s Maker Fun Factory!
We had 63 enrolled on Monday with …. Around 30
leaders. Our Missions focus was Water for Peru with
funds going to help build wells and provide fresh water. Just $5 will supply clean water for one year for one person! Children will share in the worship services on Sunday, July 30th.

Save the dates…
Sunday School
Leader Luncheon:
12:30 August 13th
Godparents Leader
Dinner:
7:00p.m. on
Wednesday, August
16th
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Monday, July 24th through Thursday, July 27th
OPENING
WORSHIP

FUN
MUSIC

CRAFTS
BIBLE STORY

MISSIONS
PRE-SCHOOL

YUMMY FOOD

FUN

HISTORY
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Information Meeting for Confirmands and Parents
Sunday, August 20th
What do I believe about who God is? Who do I believe Jesus is? And the Holy
Spirit? The church? United Methodists? These questions and more may help
you discover what you believe as you go through an intensive process of
scripture study spiritual practice and discovery. Confirmation is when you make your first “adult” decision which
was made earlier for you at baptism by your parent or guardian. Some of you may not have been baptized as
infants or children and will have the opportunity to make that commitment before confirming or professing your
faith.
Please make plans to attend an organizational meeting for confirmands and their parents on Sunday, August 20
at 9:30 a.m. in the Youth Room downstairs.





Did you know??? (Information Provided by Sesquicentennial Committee)
 In 1893, the board voted to pay for shades for the kerosene lamps in
the auditorium. In those days the question of coal for heat seemed to
bother the church folks about as much as any problem. Minutes of one
meeting showed the board members strongly discussed the purchasing of
one load of smokeless coal.
(Taken from the “Nebraska Reporter”, October 24, 1889) “Work on the new Methodist Church is progressing
at a rapid rate, and the building will probably be completed within the coming month. It will be an ornament
to the city, and a credit to the society that will worship there.” (The new building, located where the current
fire station stands, was dedicated on June 1, 1890.
In November, 1915, a Union Tabernacle meeting was held in the lots west of the Post Office. Seventy-Nine
people joined the Methodist Episcopal Church by probation as a result of this meeting.

Welcome to Bruce Wallace as our new Director of Music Ministries
Hello everyone, and God’s Grace to all of you!

I am Bruce Wallace, your new staff member, and music person. I am truly
honored and blessed to be serving you, and to help you in any way I am
able.
Your church has a stirring vitality, and an inspiring vision. I am moved by
the opportunity to be part of both things, and to feel the energy of God
moving throughout the church life. Great thanks go to Pastor Robert, Cindy
Butzke, and all the committee people with whom I interviewed, and their
words of encouragement, and belief I can be a meaningful part of this
church. As Pastor Robert will relate, I almost didn’t come to my interview, but through our conversations, God moved and opened my eyes. This, for me, is a calling; a chance to use those things he
has given me to join with you to inspire others in worship and service.
Thank you for inviting me; I look forward to meeting, and knowing all of you. The Methodist Mailbox

robert’s reflections
she came
with
a friend
to Vacation Bible School
there
she heard
about a love
that says
you are worthy
you are good
you are loved
but
all she
ever heard
was
stop
no
go away
cant you do anything
right
for a week
she
experienced
care and joy
at least
it is
a start
knowing
nothing
can separate
us
from
that
love

~ robert

Coming in August….
SUMC is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for making regular offerings. Contributions
can now be debited automatically from your checking or
savings account. Our new electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and provides much needed donation
consistency for our congregation.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no
longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52
envelopes. And, when you travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program
will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.
You will be able to set up these payments either through
our website or on your smart phone. Download the Give+
(Plus) App on your phone through the App Store or Google
Play or look for the link on the church website at
www.sewardumc.org.
Taken from the 1974 Church History:
Our church has two choirs, a youth choir directed by Beth
Griffin and an adult choir under the direction of Paul Bek.
We have a church membership of over 800.
The budget for 1974 is $42,463.

September 17, 2017
September 17, 2017
September 17, 2017
September 17, 2017
Seward Sesquicentennial Celebration at both
services. Watch for your official invitation in
the mail. All are welcome to attend. Bring a
guest. It is sure to be an eventful day.
Please remember to RSVP.
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From the Finance Committee:
Some of you may be aware the church is required to have our financial records review every year. Because of our
size (based on average gross receipts for the last 3 years), the Conference currently requires our annual review to
be performed by a CPA firm once every three years but allows the review to be performed internally in the intervening years. The last external audit covered the 2014 records and an internal audit of the 2015 records was performed
last summer.
We are happy to report this year’s internal audit committee just completed their review of the 2016 records and had no significant findings to report.
Their procedures covered the funds handled through the church office as well as funds influenced/controlled by other groups such as the quilting
group, UMW, and the Foundation. The procedures included a review of internal controls, review of documentation for a sample of individual transactions, a revenue analysis of BBCDC’s tuition payments, and more.
Our church is very blessed to have competent, faithful volunteers and employees handling our finances and the Finance Committee would like to
thank all of them for their many hours of service.

Collection
Items for
Pancake
Mix

August

Spaghetti
& Sauce

Prayers of Joy and Concerns









Roger Hans as he continues to fight bladder cancer with chemotherapy
treatments
Josh Meyer, son of Jerry & Mary Meyer, awaiting test results
Connie Doehring, recovering from back surgery
Dani Kitten, daughter of Ron & Lori Schultz, who has moved back to Seward
with her husband, and living with parents. She continues to make progress
with her paralysis attending intense PT and OT at Madonna. The family
wishes to thank everyone for all their prayers.
Jane Gardner while seeking treatments.
The family of Gertie Horner after her passing.
The Mashek family after the deaths of both Donald and Kelly.
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SUMC...On the Move
(A component of the Faith Community Nursing Program)
What a great response to promote a healthy church! We have 90+
church members and friends who have registered, are keeping
“activity logs,” and sipping from their new, red, stainless steel water bottles.
If you haven’t enrolled: Please know that you can register at any
time. The registration forms and activity logs are on the information table in the narthex. Registrations can be left in the shoebox! J All ages are welcome.
If you have enrolled: Your July calendar should be filling nicely!
At the end of July, please leave it in the shoebox for your chance to
win motivational prizes. Drawings will occur monthly. Take a new “log” for your August activities.
Several of you were interested in gentle yoga and we have visited with some of our favorite instructors at the Fallbrook YMCA. They would happily welcome any of you to their 50-minute classes. Instruction is low key, the moves are very basic, and mats are available for you to use. The current weekly schedule is:
Monday, 9:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m. - Intermediate Yoga
Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. - Basic Yoga
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - Basic Yoga
Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - Basic Yoga
Thursday, 10:30 a.m., Chair Yoga (While participants may not be seated the entire time, each person
has a chair to support all poses.)
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. – Intermediate Yoga
Sunday, 3:00 p.m. – Intermediate Yoga
As we continue to move forward, please direct questions or comments to
Lynette: 402-641-8177 Jack: 402-641-3485
Lynette.Broderick@connectseward.org
Jack.Broderick@connectseward.org
Thank you to Vern and Sue Curtis
for bringing their team of mules for
the 4th of July parade and for all
those that participated. Congratulations to SUMC for winning a
trophy for the best horse powered
unit.
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with these “Cool” UMW activities !
Wednesday, Aug. 2

Guest Day Brunch 10:30 am

Nebraska/Nigeria Partnership – Orphanage & School
Wednesday, Aug 16

Reading Group 5-6:30 pm

Thursday, Aug. 17

Evening Group – 7:00 pm

Mission Night – School Bags for Haiti
Saturday, Aug. 26

Mission Saturday 8:30 am

Wednesday, Aug. 30

Leadership Team Mtg 3:45 pm

………………………………….

SAVE THE DATE …. September 24th
World Thank Offering Sunday
Preparations are beginning for the 2017 All Church Bazaar.
SAVE THIS DATE: Saturday, November 11, 2017.
The bazaar planning team will be meeting soon.
Volunteers are always welcome!!
New ideas are always needed!
Call Jeanne Gee (402-641-1072) if you have questions

School Supplies for Haiti
Reminder that UMW Evening Group will be filling school bags for Haiti.
As you see sales this summer, please help us collect the needed items
and place them in the box for donations in the church hallway by
Thursday, August 17th. See the list of needed items in the July
newsletter (available on the website) or pick one up at the church.
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Addilyn Sugden
Avery Rodocker

Carla Ketner
Conner Matzke
Brecken Matzke

Carole Briggs
Sharon Hambek
Steve Hambek
Lynette Broderick

Jack Broderick
Margaret Brock
Daylon Salyer
Kayson Salyer
Lynette Broderick
Hunter Novacek
Jaci Opfer

GREETER # 2

USHER 1

USHER 2

USHER 3

USHER 4

LITURGIST

Acolyte 1

Acolyte 2

Communion Server

Communion Server

Communion Server

Beth Hentzen
Sydney Parra

Communion Server

Communion Server

Tom Gee

Carla Schwahn
Austin Schroeder

Phillis Hronik
Cooper Hill
Kyle Riley

Samantha Rojewski
Layne Luebbe
Lawson Luebbe

Aug 20 - J. Ferris & T. Wissing
Aug 27 - A.J. Herrold & C. Chapman

Aug 6 - J. Ferris & L. Broderick
Aug 13 - S. Imig & M. Steckly

Money Counters:

Braden Soester

Virgil Canning

Franklin Hronik

Ander Axthelm

JoEllen Axthelm

Michelle Nelson

Curt Nelson

Christina Chapman

Larry Chapman

Sarah Shively

Kathryn Naber

Brynlie Robbins

John Moody

Gail Brand

Doug Brand

Sue Curtis

Vern Curtis

Maxine Moore

Angie Kenney

Lou Bauman

Jeanne Gee

Rick McConnell

Maxine Moore

Jane Gardner

Jim Gardner

Juanita Goings

08/27/2017

Names in bold signed up for the specific dates and times.

**Please be responsible for finding a substitute if you are unable to work as scheduled. Notify the church office of any changes.
THANK YOU for volunteering!

Cindy Butzke

Jill Eberspacher

USHER 4

Communion Server

Jon Eberspacher

USHER 3
Jena Eberspacher

Jill Perdue

USHER 2

Jackie Eberspacher

Brad Perdue

USHER 1

Acolyte 2

Dave & Joanne Neeley

GREETER # 2

Acolyte 1

Cindy Butzke

Maxine Moore

GREETER #1
Jamie Axthelm

Neil Butzke

Janet Bejot
Jean Kinnamon

Brent Jackman

Juanita Hill

Kelly Wergin

Leonard Sitzman
Rose Sitzman

Jan Matzke

Chuck Matzke

Virginia Fraser

Jeannie Jeary

WELCOME CENTER

10:30 SERVICE

Jeanne Gee

Pam Jackman

Virginia Jeary

Kay Schroeder

GREETER #1

Linda Swanson

Judy Sloup

08/20/2017

WELCOME CENTER

08/13/2017

County Fair

08/06/2017

Communion

8:15 Service

August 2017

Phone 402-643-2141

Email: bbcdcseward@gmail.com
Check us out on our Facebook page
Bbcdcseward

Playing ball inside
because it was so hot
outside

Pretending to be a
mommy

School Age go on a field trip to
Houchen Book Bindery in Utica

Look at our garden
grow! Thank you to the
SUMC men’s club for
building this for us and
for those who have
helped with weeding.
We can’t wait until we
can eat it.

Working on Fine Motor Skills

Bright Beginnings CDC has had an awesome summer filled with lots of fun learning adventures for
all ages.

There are some changes in the making around the center in the coming months. The hall way will
be getting a fresh coat of paint and new carpet will be installed into the first two rooms on the east
side of the hall. The office will be moved to the far southwest corner of the hall. The “old” office
room will be our Infant 3 room.
BBCDC will be hosting a come and go Open House for the 2017-18 school year. Sunday August 27th
2-4 pm. This is open to anyone who would like to see what BBCDC is planning for the upcoming
year and a chance to meet our amazing teachers.
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Label
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U.S. Postage Paid
Seward, NE

Seward United Methodist Church
1400 North 5th Street

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-F Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Website: www.sewardumc.org

Email: umcseward@gmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist

Robert Henre, Pastor Email: rhenre@greatplainsumc.org Cell Phone : (402) 803-9216
Pastoral Appointments can be made by calling church office and Pastor Robert will call you to set appointment
J

Jo Ellen Axthelm, Ministry Assistant—joellenaxthelm@gmail.com
Every Member, Minister
BBCDC: 402-643-2141

UMW Local Church Activities
Chair persons for AUGUST are:

Sue Imig
402-643-1626

Cindy Butzke
402-643-5979

~ SEPTEMBER ~ MAILBOX DEADLINE ~ Friday, August 18th
Submit News by NOON Drop off your article at the office, call Sandy at the church office OR
e-mail articles to umcseward@gmail.com

