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8:30 a.m.     

Blended Worship 

9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.   

Praise Worship 

Mon May 1 Nurture Committee  7:00 PM - Parlor 

Wed May 3 Witness Committee 5:30 PM  - Parlor 

Mon May 8 Bldg Fund Committee 6:30 PM - Parlor  

Tues May 16 BBCDC Board 6:00 PM - F.H. 

Tues May 16 Trustees Committee 7:00 PM - Youth Room 

Tues May 16 Mission & Outreach 7:00 PM - Parlor 

Mon May 22 Worship Committee 6:30 PM - Parlor 

Tues May 23 S/PPRC 7:00 PM - Parlor 

Thur May 25 Finance Committee 7:00 PM - Parlor 

The Methodist Mailbox 

Childcare is provided in the preschool room 

during both services as well as Wednesday 

evening from 5:45 - 8:15 PM 

 

 

 

Monthly Budget:  $31,097 

March 2017     

 Donations:     $ 25,443 

 Expenses:        $ 27,943 

 
Donations: General Operating & Mission Shares 

Expenses: Budgeted Items Only 

The church offices will be 

closed Monday, May 

29th in observance of 

Memorial Day 

 Watch us on Cable 13  
at 9:30 p.m.  
on Sunday  

and/or 
10:00 a.m.  

Thursday mornings 
DVD’s are being provided for the senior 

adult homes 

Congratulations to Our  

College Graduates 
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Happy Birthday 

Seward United            

Methodist Church 

September 17, 2017 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 

There was an active Methodist Men’s 

Group in the 50’s and 60’s.  They met 

monthly for study and fellowship.  

Every February they held a 

“Sweetheart Banquet”  inviting their 

wife or special lady for a fun night. 

One Sunday when the minister was 

reminding the men to come and bring their wife or sweetheart a 

chuckle was heard in the congregation.                                                                                       

FAMILY PITCH NIGHT 

Sunday, May 28th 

5-7 PM 

Bring a snack to share 

All ages welcome 

 

robert’s reflections 

 

pomp 

and 

circumstance 

still has 

the power 

to lump 

a throat 

or tear 

an eye 

in a time 

with little 

ritual 

patience 

caps are sweaty 

gowns awkward 

cameras abound 

but the music 

of traditions 

academic 

aisle long 

walk 

touches 

some place 

within 

undimmed 

by ceremonial 

disdain  

  ~robert 

 

 

Prayers of Joy and Concern 

 The family of Willis Bloyd after his passing 

 Scott Ruether during surgery and recovery 

 The family of Linda Swanson in the recent 

loss of her mother on Good Friday 

 The family of Clifford Damrow following his death 

 Prayers for the family of Don Peterson as he nears the end of his earthly 

life  
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Notes from Jo Ellen… 

       Church Family Life…  

              May Gatherings…  

 
 Ugandan Kids Choir 

  We will have special guests in Sew-

ard the week of May 4th-7th!  The 

choir, which has 10 children and four 

adult chaperones will join us in Sew-

ard for a few days of rehearsal, their 

schooling, and a Saturday of fun, followed by two performances 

on Sunday, May 7th during our 8:30 

and 10:30 a.m. worship services.  

Make plans to be here to hear their 

music, meet them, and engage in a 

cultural exchange.    

 

We have host families keeping the 

choir and their adults so they will also receive some “Nebraska” 

hospitality as well!  Many thanks to our host families and to 

those who are providing the lunches and dinners! 

 

 

Children’s Sunday… Honoring our Sunday School, UMYF, 

Godparents, Leaders of Bible Studies… 

Mission Team Commissioning… Awesome 

Sunday planned! 

Join us on Sunday, May 21st for special ser-

vices honoring all of these.  Fellowship times 

that day will feature a pancake breakfast spon-

sored by the mission team, as a fundraiser. Children from our 

Seven Minute Singers and the Cherub Singers will share music 

at worship.  A special time of thanks for all our leaders and a 

commissioning of our Mission Team will also be held at worship 

that day.  Many thanks!!! 

 

 

Summer Sunday School will begin on Sun-

day, June 4th with a younger, middle, and 

older class for children.  We hope you will 

continue to attend when you are able over 

the summer months!  Senior Highers and 

adults are asked to sign up for teaching. 

Women’s 

and Girl’s 

Garden 

Party… 

Saturday, 

May 6th from 2:00-4:00p.m. 

Sign up and locate infor-

mation on the board by the 

church office.  See Jo Ellen 

for details or information. 

 

SAVE THE 

DATE!  Friday, 

June 2nd from 

5-8p.m. is the Kick Off to 

Summer Family Carnival for 

the whole SUMC family and 

BBCDC… watch for details... 

 

Saturday, May 20th will find 

our men’s group gathering at 

8:00 a.m. for a yummy 

breakfast, devotions, and a 

special project… mark your 

calendars to join this awe-

some group of men each 3rd 

Saturday morning.   

Summer plans will be decid-

ed soon... 
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Please complete the Walk-In-Faith questionnaire so that we 

can see where your time and talents can be utilized.     

Completed forms can be returned to the finance office or 

placed in the plastic holder on the door.   

Sunday, May 7th 

8:30 and 10:30 Services 

 

Collection 

Items for Peanut Butter 
Boxed Meals 

The family of Jeanne Walsh gratefully 

acknowledges your kind expressions of 

sympathy and support.  Special thanks 

to Pastor Henre, Jo Ellen Axthelm and 

Sandi Rocker for your frequent visits 

and cards.  

A big THANK YOU to all of you for the 

many, many, cards, phone calls and 

birthday wishes for my 75th birthday.  

I’ve enjoyed hearing from all of you. 

   God’s Blessings,  

   Dorothy Duffek 
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Congratulations Confirmands - April 2, 2017 

Pictured (Left to Right):  Pastor Robert Henre, Ander       

Axthelm, Hunter Novacek, Elizabeth Mavis, Jaci Opfer,    

Sydney Parra, Breanna Placke, Samantha Rojewski, Alex 

Sick and Lynette Broderick. 

Grayson James Quist 

Baptized April 9, 2017 

Parents:  Maggan & Jim 

Siblings:  Sophia & Samantha 

Morgan Mae Naber 

Baptized March 26, 2017 

Parents:  John & Krystel 

Siblings:  Lily, Kathryn & Jaden 

Lance Robert Briggs 

Baptized Arpil 9, 2017 

Parents:  Daniel & Nicole 

Siblings:  Lucas, Max & Blair 

Congratulations to our 

High School Seniors 

 Hannah Core 

 Logan Craig 

 Miguel Dubs 

 Brandon Grendell 

 Cara Henre 

 Jake Reeves 

 Tristan Snover 

 Jacob Tempel 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 

Jordan, to be baptized by him.  John would 

have prevented him, saying, “I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for 

it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all right-

eousness.”  Then he consented.  And when 

Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like  a dove and alighting on him.  

And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 

Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.”     Matthew 2:13-17 

It is the Lord who goes before you; he will not 

fail you or forsake you.  Do not fear or be 

dismayed.            Deuteronomy 31:8 

Senior Sunday 

May 14th 

10:30 Service 



Climate change is affecting your favorite foods. 
True or False? 

 

True or False?  Draw your own conclusion! 

All SUMC members are invited to a special presentation: 

 

“Coffee, Cocoa, Chardonnay, & Corn …  

 Climate Change and the Future of Food”   

   presented by Dr. Bob Hutkins, UNL, Khem Shahani   
      Professor of Food Microbiology in the Food Science  
        and Technology Department 

Mark your calendars for  

 Thursday, May 4, at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

As a Christian denomination, United Methodists are known for wanting to learn about issues before 
jumping to conclusions and joining various bandwagons.  This is a great opportunity to learn from 
an expert who speaks in a language that non-experts can easily understand. Dr. Hutkins presented 
this topic at the 2016 Spring UMW Meeting and it was extraordinarily well-received 

Dr. Hutkins has presented many international scientific seminars on his research and he has also 
presented lectures on a wide range of other food science topics. Since 2011, he has written a 
monthly column in the Lincoln Journal Star on issues in food science, “Ask the Food Doc” which runs 
the first Wednesday of each month in the Lincoln Journal Star. 

Open to the entire congregation, this event is hosted by the UMW. 



Phone 402-643-2141 

Email:  bbcdcseward@gmail.com 

Check us out on our Facebook page 

Bbcdcseward 

The Methodist 

Bright Beginnings CDC is 

preparing for summer. 

We have a fun packed 

summer planned for our 

school age students all 

the way down to our in-

fants.  We currently have 

a couple open slots. If 

you or someone you 

might know, needs child-

care for the summer or 

even year round contact 

Kerry @ 402-309-3642 to 

set up a tour of our facili-

ty and to learn more 

about BBCDC. 

 May 15th we will be celebrating Mother’s Day with all the mothers who bring their children to BBCDC. We will 

have Muffins with Mom along with a short but special program. 

 May 21st at 4 pm will be our Pre K graduation. We have 12 pre K students who will be graduating from preschool 

and preparing to move onto elementary school in the fall. The program is open to everyone.  Refreshments to 

follow the graduation program. 

 June 2nd 5-7 pm BBCDC will be hosting our 4th Annual Kick Off to Summer Carnival. Bounce houses, petting zoo, 

carnival booths, door prizes, along with good food makes this for a fun evening and a great time to fellowship 

with the BBCDC families and employees. This is open to everyone in the church family.  

We are currently hiring for a cook position. This can 

either be a full time or part time position. Very flexible. 

Also the benefit of cooking in our beautifully remod-

eled kitchen.  If you, or someone you know, are inter-

ested in learning more about this position please con-

tact Kerry.  



~ JUNE ~ MAILBOX DEADLINE  ~ Friday, May 19th  

Submit News by NOON  Drop off your article at the office, call Sandy at the church office  OR 

  e-mail articles to umcseward@gmail.com  

Rosie Westerhoff 

402-643-2773 

BBCDC: 402-643-2141  

                                           Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  M-F  Phone:  402-643-4156 

                                                        Fax: 402-643-4159        Email:  umcseward@gmail.com   

                                Website:  www.sewardumc.org      Facebook:  www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist 

              Robert Henre,  Pastor  Email:  rhenre@greatplainsumc.org  Cell Phone : (402) 803-9216 

      Pastoral Appointments can be made by calling church office and Pastor Robert will call you to set appointment 

    J                                           Jo Ellen Axthelm, Ministry Assistant—joellenaxthelm@gmail.com 

                                                                                   Every Member, Minister 
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