The Methodist
 A Publication of The Seward United Methodist Church
 1400 North 5th Street  Seward, NE  68434 
Church Office: (402) 643-4156

8:30 a.m.
Blended Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Praise Worship

You crown the year with Your goodness,
And Your paths drip with abundance.
Psalm 65:11

2017 Leadership Organizational Meeting
Sunday, January 8, 2017
12:00 PM
Fellowship Hall
All individuals who are serving on a board or
committee in 2017
Please join us for a potluck (provided by the
Lay Leadership Team and 2017 Committee
Chairs)
Items on the agenda:
Get to know your committee members
Committee Organization
Meeting Times
Get to know import information about use of the
church building and administration

The church office will be closed Monday,
January 2, 2017 for New Years and Monday, January 16, 2017 for Martin Luther
King Day.

Please note that our worship service is recorded for broadcast.
Attendance implies your willingness for you and/or your children
under your care to be photographed or recorded on video for whatever uses the church
deems appropriate.

Watch us on Cable 13
at 9:30 p.m.
on Sunday
and/or
10:00 a.m.
Thursday mornings
DVD’s are being provided for the senior adult
homes
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I so appreciated all the beautiful cards, thoughts, memories , flowers
and gifts I received for my early birthday celebration my children and
grandchildren planned for me. God Bless one and all.
- Jeannie Jeary

To Our Methodist Church Family:
Gail and I wish to thank you for the many kind words, prayers, cards and
memorials given to us this past month in memory of our fathers, Myron
Brand and Earl Brandes. Your friendship and support is greatly appreciated.
- Doug and Gail Brand
We would like to thank everyone for their kindness and generosity after we lost
everything in an apartment fire. We have found a home to rent and have everything
we need. Many thanks to everyone for their thoughts, prayers and assistance.
- Shannon Bialas & Family
Faith Community Nursing Notes:
January is Cervical Cancer Awareness Month. Cervical cancer is caused by HPV (Human papillomavirus). It is a common infection spread through sexual activity. Approximately 79 million Americans have HPV but many don’t know
they have it.
There are 11,000 cases per year of cervical cancer and HPV has also been found to cause penile cancer in men. The
good news is that HPV can be prevented. Regular Pap tests and follow-up care is vital. There is now a vaccine available to prevent HPV.
Faith Community Nurses encourage all women to start regular Pap smear testing at age 21 if sexually active. Preteen females and males should consider HPV vaccine at age 11 or 12. Women up to age 26 and men up to age 21
can also be vaccinated.
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Notes from Jo Ellen…
Church Family Life…
January Gatherings…
New Year’s Snowflakes of Prayer…
Please add your New Year’s prayers to
the provided snowflakes in the front foyer. This is a special way for us to share
our prayers for our families, our church,
our community, and our world. We invite
you to participate!

Women’s Wednesday
Night Bible Study…

Meals for Concordia
Basketball students…
We have been asked to
help with breakfast for
the teams as they will
be here over the break
and needed community
support. Our church family will be
providing breakfast on Friday, January
6th, 2017 for the teams. Please let Jo
Ellen know if you can help provide
food on the list for the menu that
day. Sign up will be with joellenaxthelm@gmail.com or at the Welcome
Center at church. We will need folks
to cook, serve, and clean up.

Sunday, January 22nd
join us!
Fellowship Hall…
from 5-8pm we
will be hosting a
yummy

We will begin again on Wednesday, January 11th at 7p.m. weekly
in the Parlor. All women are invited… sign up with Jo Ellen or at
the Welcome Center and bring a
friend.
spaghetti dinner
Our new study will be a good one
to support the Pine
on Having a Mary Heart in a MarRidge Mission Team.
tha World. Join us soon!
Donations accepted.
We also have a weekly devotion email list.
Invite your loved ones
If you would like to be added to this weekly list, please and friends as all are
email joellenaxthelm@gmail.com to be added.
welcome!

Starting in January we are beginning a men’s group to
meet for breakfast once per month, on the third Saturdays.
Our first gathering will be on Saturday, January 21st at
8a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for a great meal,
short devotion, and then a short mission project. Sign up
at the Welcome Center… Don’t miss out on this great time!

Many thanks to
all who helped to
make the Advent
and Christmas
season with
church family so
very special… to those who helped
with events, served meals, decorated,
participated in the Birthday Party for
Jesus, those who shared the gift of
music, those who brought cookies to
support the mission team, those who
prepared and served at worship and
open house times, those who helped
with the Christmas Community Dinner, those who rang bells, and all others who helped!
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A special thank you to all
who participated in our
UMW’s Sewing Saturdays
in 2016. Because of you,
we completed 9 twin and
26 kid and lap size quilts.
After the bazaar, the quilts
were distributed to the Living Water Mission in York,
Seward Memorial Hospital,
Ridgewood and Project
Linus.
Our next Sewing Saturday will be January 28th from 8:30AM-1:30PM
in the fellowship hall. Bring your sewing machines or come to tie
quilts.

Family Pitch Night
Sunday, January 29th
5:00 PM
Fellowship Hall
Join Us For Snacks
and an Evening of Fun
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October 2nd




PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Please remember those who were lifted up in prayer for ongoing health concerns.
Prayers for:
 Continued prayers for strength for Arnold Boldt
 Kate Hackbart
 Alexa Axthelm
 Jim and Juanita Ostrander at the loss of his son

Brennon & Dani Kitten (Daughter of Ron & Lori Schultz) with the still born birth of their son and
continued prayers for Dani who is having complications after the birth.
Family and friends of Al Smith who passed away December 17, 2016. Services were held December 22nd at 11:00 AM.
“On a Wing and a Prayer”

Cambridge definition of this is that “You hope things will work out,” That is where our church is
with regard to the heating system in our fellowship hall, offices, Child Care Center, and the classrooms. There are NO PARTS available to fix the original heating system that serves those parts of
our church. Our trusty trustees have managed to continue eking out make-do repairs for the last
several years but that isn’t going to work in the future.
Core sustainability means keeping our church in a functional state. We’ve installed the Fire Suppression System to help keep our church safe but heating and cooling are also an important part of
our core sustainability.
The fire suppression has been installed and payment is complete. Currently we are short over
$200,000.00 for the HVAC. The Trustees would like to start installation in the remainder of the
Church this spring. We are asking each member to prayerfully consider their giving. We understand that not everyone is able to contribute large amounts due to individual and family situations.
However, even an additional $50 or $100 will help. Others will step forward with larger amounts.
That’s the way a Church family works together!

November
27th
January 15, 2017

Monthly Budget: $31,930
November 2016
Donations:
Expenses:

$ 24,625
$ 29,764

Donations: General Operating & Mission Shares
Expenses: Budgeted Items Only

The Methodist Mailbox

Phone 402-643-2141
Email: bbcdcseward@gmail.com
Check us out on our Facebook page
Bbcdcseward
Lots of pictures of kids and activities

Bright Beginnings CDC Christmas program and Soup supper was a great success again
this year. The students all participated with some fun, meaningful songs. Thanks to Miss
Lindsey, Ms. Julie, Ms. Caroline and Ms. Jenna for all their hard work in putting the program together.

BBCDC is currently
looking for anyone
who might be interested in the following positions:
Story teller: Once a
week for 1 hour.
Can be a paid or volunteer position. Read books
to 4 different class rooms. Head teachers remain
with the students for crowd control.
Music teacher: Once a week for 1 hour. Can be a
paid or volunteer position. Teach the children different songs, play different musical instruments,
teach rhythm and beats to songs, dance to different songs. Head teachers
remain with the students for
crowd control.
Please contact either Kerry
or Bailey if you would be interested in helping to make
a difference in a child’s life.
402-643-2141
Reminder BBCDC will be closed over
Christmas break starting
Friday, December 23rd and will reopen
Tuesday, January 3rd.
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Seward United Methodist Church
1400 North 5th Street
Seward, Nebraska 68434

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-F
Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist
Robert Henre, Pastor
rhenre@greatplainsumc.org
(402) 803-9216
Jo Ellen Axthelm, Ministry Assistant
joellenaxthelm@gmail.com
Every Member, Minister

~ FEBRUARY ~
MAILBOX
DEADLINE
Friday, January 20th
Submit News by NOON
Drop off your article at the office,
call Sandy at the church office OR
e-mail articles to umcseward@gmail.com

BBCDC: 402-643-2141

UMW Local Church Activities
Chair persons for JANUARY are:
Virginia Fraser
402-643-0563
Jolene Wiegardt
402-643-9664

