The Methodist
 A Publication of The Seward United Methodist Church
 1400 North 5th Street  Seward, NE  68434 
Church Office: (402) 643-4156

8:30 a.m.
Blended Worship
10:30 a.m.
Praise Worship
Are there any individuals that would
be interested in covering the office
for a few hours on occasion and maybe doing some data entry? Please call
the church office at 402-643-4156 if
you would be willing to volunteer.

Do you have the book the
memorials were kept in? It
has gone missing since the
memorial committee was disbanded and we would like to
find it.
NO Meeting

Nurture Comm

7:00 PM—Parlor

Tues Aug 2

SPRC

7:00 PM—Parlor

Wed Aug 3

Witness Comm

5:30 PM—Parlor

Mon Aug 8

Bldg Fund Comm

6:30 PM— Parlor

Tues Aug 16

Worship Comm

10:00 AM — Parlor

Tues Aug 16

BBCDC Board

6:00 PM— Parlor

Tues Aug 16

M&O Comm

7:00 PM— Parlor

Thur Aug 18

Trustees

7:00 PM—Parlor

Thur Aug 25

Finance Comm

7:00PM—Parlor

Monday Nights - Bible Study
@ 7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Cliff Lowell - Leader

The adult Sunday school class
that meets in the parlor will
meet on Sunday, August 14,
at 9:30 to discuss/select what
to study during the 2016-17
year. All are welcome. Come
with ideas to share and/or to
vote on your preference. If you
plan to attend the class this fall
but can't on August 14, contact
Cliff Lowell, 308-708-0325 or
at clonacottage@gmail.com.

Watch us on Cable 13
at 9:30 p.m.
on Sunday
and/or
10:00 a.m.
Thursday
mornings.
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Date

Just the Facts

August
August
August
August

7th
14th
21st
28th

Title

Scripture

Hospitality to Outsiders
Helping Blind to See
What’s Important
Seeing the Son of God

Mark
Mark
Mark
Mark

9:30-37
10:46-52
12:28-34
15:25-39

Lay Leadership Report:
2016 Great Plains Annual Conference, June 1-4, Topeka, KS
Theme: Serving Christ Near & Far (the global connection of the UMC)

Appointed for a four-year term as Bishop of the Great Plains Conference in
2012, Bishop Scott Jones’ assignment with GP ends August 31, 2016 when
he will be transferring to another conference. Our new bishop is Roy Sanez,
Jr. from San Antonio, Texas.
Occurring every four years, the UMC world-wide church completed its General Conference in Portland, Oregon, in May.
A synopsis of the General Conference proceedings is in the GP Connect, Summer ’16.
General Board of Global Ministries is opening a new endeavor in Vietnam. UMCOR services are much needed there, as
well as in other developing nations.
Celebrations:
+ The Memorial Service recalled our own Pastor T. J. Fraser, while Pastor Dale Lambert was a part of the group of 37
clergy recognized during the Retirement Service. Seventeen new clergy were ordained.
+ Camp Comeca Revitalization Project has reached $721K of its $994K goal.
+ Conference-wide, Hispanic Ministries and Campus Ministries are growing.
+ For the second year in a row, UMW mission giving for 2015 exceeded $750,000.
+ Offerings raised more than $53,000 for Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference, Lydia Patterson Institute, Zimbabwe
East Conference, Camp Comeca, Imagine No Malaria, and Youth Service Fund.
Areas needing prayer:
+ Need for more people to enter into ministry.
+ Growth in membership.
+ On-going discussion of our current Discipline as it responds to the LBGTQ issues.
As I was unable to attend AC this year, info for this report was gleaned from www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference,
as well as the Summer 2016 edition of the GP Connect.
Respectfully submitted,
~ Lynette Broderick, Lay Leader
Sunday, July 31st at 9:30 a.m. all leaders for Sunday School are invited and
requested to attend a leadership gathering for the upcoming school year.
We will plan to meet in the church Parlor and have refreshments and new
curriculum on hand. Hope to see you all soon!
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Please call the church office
or talk to someone on the
Board of Trustees if you are
interested in this FREE piano.
It is in the BBCDC area and
needs to find a good home
ASAP. We would like it to go
to a church member before
we offer it to the general
public.

Mission & Outreach Committee will again be
collecting funds for the Elementary and Middle
School Counselors to use when they see a
student in need.
Place donations in the lunch boxes at the back
of the church.
Beth Moore will join us via simulcast
on September 17, 2016!
“You're invited to be part of this global, oneday simulcast that will encourage you to dive
deeper into the Word of God. Beth follows the
leading of the Holy Spirit to prepare a specific
message for each of her events, and the simulcast is no exception. Don't miss out on this
special event!”
This special day will be from 9a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for a great day of
worship, meeting new people, and spending time in God’s Word.
This is open to all and will cost $15 (includes sales tax) per person
(includes a catered lunch and study guide).

Monthly Budget: $31,930
May 2016
Donations:
Expenses:

$ 22,658
$ 27,357

Donations: General Operating & Mission Shares
Expenses: Budgeted Items Only

Sign up with JoEllen at joellenaxthelm@gmail.com and checks are to be made
out to Seward UMC to reserve your spot, lunch,
and study guide. We will register until Friday,
September 2nd, but I encourage you to sign up
as soon as you know you can attend. Please invite your friends, neighbors, and loved ones and
sign up soon to reserve your spot.

I would like to express
thanks to my wonderful
church family for all of
the prayers, cards, visits,
etc. during my surgery
and recovery at home. Thanks. - Sue Imig
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Youth Forums

Sunday, August 14th is a
special day for our church
family as we celebrate
Rally Day Sunday.

Middle School
Wednesday, August 3

The schedule for the day is
as follows: 8:30 and 10:30
services will find us dedicating new teachers/leaders for all of the
children’s, Youth, and Adult discipleship
groups. We will also have a prayer over all
students returning to schools in the coming
weeks.

12—2 pm
Godfather’s Pizza
Senior High
Wednesday, August 10
6:30—8:30 pm
Godfather’s Pizza
Pastor Robert would like you to join his family for pizza and for
an opportunity to talk about their likes, areas for improvement
and what they believe would be a dream or hope for their
church.

Always Thinking
Outside the Box

Plan to wear your favorite Tee-Shirt with a
church appropriate Super Hero theme… we
will have a festive, fun theme as we explore
the theme of “Jesus is our Super Hero!”
At 9:30, we will host a Super Hero theme at
Sunday School. Sunday School will kick off
with activities in the classrooms, followed
by Sundaes for those at Sunday School at
9:30. We hope you will plan to join us back
in SS and ready for a truly
SUPER year with our Super
Hero, Jesus in the lead!

See You
In Church
SUNDAY
Call the Church Office if you are
willing/interested in putting a sign in
your yard.

The Witness Committee will begin putting up these signs again beginning July
31st through September 3rd. It is a great
way to raise awareness about our church!

Get those ideas a brewin’ for your
trunk theme at this year’s trunk or
treat on Halloween eve.
(Decorated Trunks are not necessary for you to
join us but they are a lot of fun!!!!!)
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SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, November 12, 2016
SUMC Annual Bazaar
THE SUMC annual bazaar will be held Saturday, November 12. The coffee shop will
open at 8:30, so you can fortify yourself with coffee and goodies for the 9:00 a.m. opening of
the gift shop, Kountry Kitchen and silent auction! The bazaar will close at 2:00 p.m., but in
case you can’t come on Saturday, we will be open on Sunday, November 13 from 9:00 – 12:00.
The Kountry Kitchen will offer handmade baked goods, mixes, jellies, etc. The silent auction
will feature a beautiful hand-quilted quilt made by our very own SUMC quilters. The gift shop
will again offer handmade items great for gift giving or just for you.
Bright Beginnings Child Development Center’s book fair will begin during the bazaar.
Help us plan this year’s bazaar by attending the kick-off meeting on Wednesday, August
3, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at the church.
Questions: Please contact Connie Doehring (402-643-9207), Jeanne Gee (402-643-6878) or
Nancy Eitel (402-643-6789). Thank you.

Wed Aug 3

United Methodist Women (UMW) activities and events are always open to
guests...new faces are always WELCOME!
If you have questions about up-coming calendar events, contact Jeanne Gee for
more information (geewhiz12024@gmail.com or 402-641-1072). Copies of our 2016
Program Books are still available from the UWM Bulletin Board across from our
church office.
Upcoming UMW Events:
UWM Unit Meeting
1:30 PM
Parlor
Report on Latin America Mission Studies

Wed Aug 3

Annual Bazaar Planning Meeting

6:30 PM

Parlor

Wed Aug 17

Reading Group at Maxine Moore’s Home

5-6:30 PM

Thur Aug 18

Evening Group

7:00 PM

Fellowship Hall

UMCOR Mission Work Night
Sat Aug 27

Mission Saturday

8:30 AM

Fellowship Hall

Sun Aug 28

UWM Fellowship Brunch

9AM-Noon

Fellowship Hall

Wed Aug 31

UMW Leadership Team Meeting

3:30 PM

Parlor

Annual UMW Events coming this fall:
 Sunday, September 25 THANK OFFERING SUNDAY
 Tuesday, October 4 UMW Guest Event—Soup Supper
 Saturday, November 12th Annual Church Bazaar
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Hey, Did You Know???
UMW Fellowship Brunch
Sunday, August 28th
Fellowship Hall~9AM ‘til noon
Menu: Egg Casserole, fruit,
coffee cake/muffins
beverages
FREE WILL OFFERING WILL HELP UNITED METHODIST WOMEN TO
FINANCIALLY SUPPORT MORE OF OUR MISSION PROJECTS!!!

SHARE THE NEWS!!
THE NEW PHONEBOOKS ARE HERE!!!!!
When the church switched from Windstream to Time
Warner for our phone/internet service over a year
ago, BBCDC and SUMC were dropped from the phonebook. Sandy has spent numerous hours on the phone
with Time Warner, Windstream and the Berry company
being assured we would be in it this year but we are
not. Please keep the church number posted somewhere handy in case you need to call. See below.
Seward United Methodist Church
1400 N 5th Street
Seward, NE 68434
Phone (402) 643-4156
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: https://sewardumc.org/
Facebook: Seward UMC
Bright Beginnings Child Development Center
Phone (402) 643-2141
Email: bbcdc.seward@gmail.com
Facebook: Bbcdc Seward
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Mission Teams Interest Meeting: We will host a meeting on Sunday, August 21st at 6pm
in the fellowship hall at the church. If you are at least 13 years old, have an interest in
serving on a mission team in the following year, have a heart for missions, have an idea
you may want to go on a mission trip, or are just plain old curious about what mission
opportunities exist at SUMC, then please come and be a part of the beginning stages of
planning for the coming year. We hope you will prayerfully consider this opportunity!
Contact Jo Ellen at joellenaxthelm@gmail.com for more information or questions you may
have.

Foundation
1. That on which something is founded; basis
2. A construction below the ground that distributes the load of a building, wall, etc.
3. An endorsement or legacy for the perpetual support of an institution such as a
school, hospital or church.
Your SUMC Foundation is working to establish a legacy through the generous giving of those who have come before us, so those who come after us can continue to grow and prosper and spread the Word of Christ in our community and beyond.
Mathew 13:32
It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.
BLUE LUNCHEON

SUMC is hosting an appreciation lunch for those who
serve and protect in Seward
County (City, County &
State). It will be in the Fellowship Hall on August 23rd from 12PM-2PM.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you
would like to bring a salad or fruit. Donations
will also be accepted if you would like to contribute to the cost of the meat, potatoes &
vegetable. Please clearly mark your giving envelope or check if you put it in the collection
plate.

AUGUST

Pancake Mix
PANTRY COLLECTION ITEM

The Board of Trustees voted to transfer the proceeds from the sale of the north property, in the amount
of $160,000, to the Short Term Building Improvement
Fund bringing the total pledges/giving as of July 26th to
$311,735. WE HAVE MET OUR JULY GOAL and are over
half way to the December Goal!!! Work has already begun
on the fire suppression system. Thanks everyone for your
donations/pledges.
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Ladies and Girls, please join us on Sunday, August 28th at 6p.m.
in the SUMC Fellowship Hall for a fun evening of food, fellowship,
and swapping!
It’s as easy as ABC to “go green!”
Look around your home for items that are in good condition and
may be a “treasure” to someone else. Bring up to 5 items and
swap them out for something else. Any items that do not go
home with someone else or back to you, will be donated to a local ministry. Suggestions include: decorative pictures or frames,
candlesticks/holders, kitchen items, dishes, jewelry/scarves,
dishes, books, decorative items, small furniture items, Christmas/Seasonal decorations, and for the girls any toys/teen items
that you would enjoy passing along.

Randy Swartz
Jessica & Drew Engel
June 26, 2016

Plan to register in the Welcome Center and see Jo Ellen for
any questions you have about this fun evening with our
church family.
Bring a carry in dish of your choice such as salads, side dishes, etc. to share in a delicious meal together. We will also have
a brief devotion and prayer.

We hope you can come!!!
PLEASE REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Please remember those who were lifted up in prayer for on-going health concerns.
Prayers For:


Continued strength and comfort for Arnold & Sharon Boldt



Don & Bonnie McCall for Don’s healthy issues



Phil Wurst who is struggling with shingles



Recovery for Claudia Horton following a successful surgery



Lynn McAulay with recent health concerns



Monica Sommerfeld while dealing with health concerns



Nita Goings while undergoing tests
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Phone 402-643-2141
Email: bbcdcseward@gmail.com
Check us out on our Facebook page
Bbcdcseward
Lots of pictures of kids and activities

Bright Beginnings is looking for salad size forks. If you
have some that you aren’t using, you can drop
them off at the church office.

Bright Beginnings is looking for individuals interested in
substitute teaching. Please call Kerry at BBCDC if you
might be willing to be on a call list if needed.
Be sure to check
out the new sun
shades in the
play area
behind the
church. Thank
you BBCDC!
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Vacation
Bible
School
July 2016
at SUMC…
Family and
friends!

We have had a wonderful and fun time at VBS in our church building this week with our Church family and
friends! Many thanks are extended to all of the Loved Ones who brought their precious gifts, their children, to
share with us this week! Many thanks go to all of the hands and feet of Jesus who served this week in music,
art, bible, recreation, worship, preschool, meals, and more as we shared the love of Jesus through the bible and
activity centers! It truly takes many people to make VBS a successful and well run week. Many thanks to Jill
and Melissa for their leadership this week and helping us to all stay on track. We collected $432.81 for Habitat
for Humanity.
We had a total of 43 helpers for VBS and attendance each night was around 50. Of those,12 were
preschoolers & the others were K-4 graders. We look forward to sharing some at both services.
The video of the week will be added to the webpage/facebook at a later date.
Our church family is so blessed with having such great volunteers to share in ministry with Jesus!
Love and prayers,
Jo Ellen, Ministry Assistant
A few pictures from our week… watch for more on the webpage/Facebook soon…

The Methodist Mailbox

robert’s reflections
she came
with
a friend
to Vacation Bible School
there
she heard
about a love
that says
you are worthy
you are good
you are loved
but
all she
ever heard
was
stop
no
go away
can’t you do anything
right
for a week
she
experienced
care and joy
at least
it is
a start
knowing
nothing
can separate
us
from
that
love
~ robert
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Seward United Methodist Church
1400 North 5th Street
Seward, Nebraska 68434

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-F
Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist
Robert Henre, Pastor
rhenre@greatplainsumc.org
(253)306-2813
Jo Ellen Axthelm, Ministry Assistant
joellenaxthelm@gmail.com
Every Member, Minister

~ SEPTEMBER ~
MAILBOX
DEADLINE
Friday, August 19th
Submit News by NOON
Drop off your article at the office,
call Sandy at the church office OR

BBCDC: 402-643-2141

UMW Local Church Activities
Chair persons for AUGUST are:
Connie Doehring
402-643-9207
Nancy Eitel
402-643-6789

