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Church Office: (402) 643-4156

8:30 a.m. Blended Worship
10:30 a.m. Praise Worship
NO 8:30 Service July 10th

WELCOME PASTOR ROBERT & FAMILY

Monday Nights - Bible Study
@ 7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Cliff Lowell - Leader

We will have ONE church service at 10:30 am on
Sunday, July 10th. There will be a picnic-style
lunch served in the fellowship hall (pulled chicken
sandwiches, potato salad, chips, drinks and ice
cream). You don’t have to bring anything. Just
come, eat and enjoy fellowship with others!
Wed Jul 6

Witness Comm

5:30 PM - Parlor

Sun Jul 10

Foundation Mtg

9:30 AM Parlor

Mon Jul 11

Bldg Fund Comm

6:30 PM - Parlor

Mon Jul 11

Nurture Comm

7:00 PM - Youth Room

Sun Jul 17

Admin Council

11:45 AM— Parlor

Tues July 19

Worship Comm

10:00 AM—Parlor

Thur Jul 21

Trustees

7:00 PM - Youth Room

Tues Jul 26

BBCDC Board

6:00 PM - Parlor

M&O Comm

NO Mtg in July

Finance Comm

7:00PM - Parlor

Thur Jul 28

Watch us on Cable 13
at 9:30 p.m.
on Sunday
and/or
10:00 a.m.
Thursday
mornings.
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Please sign up for a ‘Meet
& Greet’ to welcome Pastor
Robert. ‘Meet & Greets’ are
informal gatherings of 10-12
people hosted by church
members in their homes.
These gatherings provide
an opportunity for Pastor
Robert and us to get to
know each other.
The sheets will be either at the Welcome Center or in the office. Day and
evenings times are available.
The sale of the north property (407 Northern
Heights) closed on Friday, June 10th. After
closing costs and some repairs to the house,
the proceeds amounted to $160,000.00.
Thank you to the many members who helped
prepare the house so it could be sold. We
wish the Spangler family many years of happiness in their new home and welcome them as
neighbors.

Thank you to all who have welcomed us to Seward, NE and Seward UMC.
My family and I have appreciated the hospitality from all of you as we
NOTE FROM
continue to get settled in Seward. The meals, groceries and gifts of a
PASTOR
ROBERT……...
movie at the Rivoli are especially appreciated in this time of change. It appears our household goods will now arrive from Lincoln, Saturday (June
25th). I am grateful to have met some of you as we get set up with all the
new items (utilities, insurance, etc.). I will appreciate your graciousness as
we seek to learn all your names, life stories, and hopes and dreams for
your individual ministry as well as our communal ministry together to
serve Jesus the Christ making love our aim for the community and world we serve. I look forward to being in the office starting approximately June 28th and seeing many of you on Sunday,
July 3. We also are very much looking forward to our first 4th of July in Seward.
Peace, Robert
Lord, Please be with our church family as we go through this pastoral transition. Help us to understand that change is good. Be with Pastor Dale as
he continues his journey into retirement and the changes he will be facing
in his life. Also, be with Pastor Robert as he becomes a part of the SUMC
family. Help us to be patient and kind to him and his family as they get to
know each of us. Help us to continue our walk in faith here at the church
as we continue on our road towards our future growth.
The Methodist Mailbox

Memories for Dale
If you haven’t had a chance to sign the memory book
for Pastor Dale, please take a moment to do so. It will be available in the office for a couple of weeks. It will also be out on
Sunday, June 26 for you to sign.
Dale has served Seward UMC from July 2013 through June 2016
Thank you for the many cards, notes, and kind words you have
given me these past few weeks. A special thank you to those who
planned my celebration of ministry and ensured it all flowed
smoothly. The Seward United Methodist Church has been a blessing to me, and I am sure you will be a blessing to Pastor Robert
Henre.
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Dale

I want to extend my appreciation and thanks to Pastor Dale for his
support and for the prayers, flowers, cards, call and visitations while I
was in the hospital and after coming home. This was what helped me
get through it. What a wonderful, caring church family. I was released with no chemo treatments.
God Bless All, Jean Algya

Monthly Budget: $31,930
May 2016
Donations:
Expenses:

$ 33,524
$ 27,242

Donations: General Operating & Mission Shares
Expenses: Budgeted Items Only

The church office will be
closed, Monday, July 4th in
observance of Independence
Day. Have a safe and happy
holiday.
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Join us for a great week of Vacation Bible School…
July 18th to the 21st
Evening meal starts at 5:00 p.m.
Worship and Centers begin following dinner.
8:00 p.m. Head home.

Following Jesus… The Light of the World
Sign up now in the Welcome Center, by the Sanctuary.
We hope you can all come… ages preschool to 4th grade!
Looking ahead at the plans we are making… hoping you will
mark these dates on your calendars now to attend later on!
Sunday, August 14th: Rally Day at SUMC… join us as we kick off
a new year in the life of our church family
Sunday, August 28th: Go Green Night...Women’s Ministry 68PM
Saturday, September 17th: Plans are in the works for a Beth
Moore Simulcast Day at SUMC… this is for all who wish to attend, invite others
Sunday, October 2nd: Evening Church Wide Hayride and Bonfire at the Curtis Family Farm… going
to be a blast… *rain date is Sunday, October 9th
Sunday, October 16th: Crop Walk for all of Seward on World Hunger/Food Day… SUMC is participating in this good event to draw awareness to Hunger needs around our community and greater
world
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Preparations are beginning for the November 14th

2016 ALL Church Bazaar
The planning team is meeting Wednesday, July 13th at 6:30 PM
in our church parlor.





Volunteers are always welcome!!
New ideas are always needed!
Call Jeanne Gee (402-641-1072) if you have

July DATES TO REMEMBER FOR United Methodist Women

Saturday, July 23rd “Mission Saturday” - 8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, July 27th “UMW Leadership Team Meeting” - 3:30 PM in the Parlor
NO READING GROUP at Maxine’s in JULY
As of the printing of this newsletter, we have approximately $127,105 in donations/pledges towards the Building
Improvement Fund. We are nearly to the $153,000 goal
for July 31st. Thanks to everyone who has given or
pledged. Every dollar helps so please prayerfully consider
what you can give to reach our goals.
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Sunday, July 27, 2016
Please join us in
celebration of
Nita Goings’ Special Birthday
After 8:30 & 10:30 Worship Services
Hosted by:
Diane Clark, sister-in-law of Nita Goings
Connie Doehring, friend of Nita Goings

JULY

KLEENEX
PANTRY COLLECTION ITEM
Dear church family,
Thank you so much for your support and prayers
during the recent mission trip to the Pine Ridge
Reservation in South Dakota. We had 19 folks
who went with us and we had a fun and work
filled week serving the Lakota people. We were
able to take part in learning more about the
Lakota people and their heritage via excellent
speakers and tours, built decks and stairs for
several homes, added skirting on several
homes, and also worked on building outhouses
for several homes. The week was an opportunity to be Jesus’ hands and feet… to serve as He

would and calls each of us to serve. I imagine,
for many, it was quite eye opening to see the
life circumstances and also a bit humbling upon
going home. We will be going back next summer... watch for details about an informational
meeting in August. Be in prayer about how you
might be a part of this ministry opportunity for
all ages of our church family. Jesus calls each
of us to serve, no matter our ability... He just
wants our availability! Thank you again for your
prayers for the mission team!
love and prayers,
Jo Ellen
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Phone 402-643-2141
Email: bbcdcseward@gmail.com
Check us out on our Facebook page
Bbcdcseward
Lots of pictures of kids and activities

The new sun shades are starting to go
up over the playground equipment.
Wednesday is Water Day at BBCDC. The children
played in the front yard of the church on June 22nd
since they were working on the sun shades. It also provided some much needed watering due to some underground sprinkler issues.
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FOODNET
Now that gardens are producing,
FoodNet will receive all fresh
produce. Produce may be left in
the kitchen or fellowship hall on
Thursday.

Brecken Jay Soester,
Son of Cameron & Melissa Soester

As of July 1, Lou Bauman as coordinator with the assistance
of Juanita Hill, will work together to coordinate FoodNet. I
thank them for their willingness to see that FoodNet continues in Seward.
Since 2000, FoodNet has served many families with their
food needs. Many people, churches, businesses and organizations have made this possible with food donations.
Also, many faithful volunteers have made this possible. Currently, besides the coordinators, we have Charlotte
Murphy who is co-cordinator, Janita Seaman, Anita Goings,
Judy Colberg, Paul Beck, Jim Eitel, Boyd Gabel, Mary Jo
Yates, Murlein VanDyke, Mae Thorfinnson, Don McKibbin,
and Jane Gardner. I personally thank these people for being so dedicated.
FoodNet is ecumenical. The following churches are represented by the above volunteers. Faith Lutheran, Freiden’s UCC, St. Vincent and UMC.
Concordia University has also been represented by volunteers, currently Rachel Kathman.
Thank you to anonymous donors who have left bags of
food products in the kitchen without a name attached. All
donations are gratefully received and help to continue the
mission of FoodNet.
Also, I thank Seward Ministerial Association for supporting FoodNet, from the very beginning of its organization, by
acting as a sponsor.
Seward FoodNet has a history of serving people which
will continue under the new leadership.

June 5, 2016

LaQuita McKibbin, retiring coordinator

PLEASE REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Please remember those who were lifted up in prayer for on-going
health concerns.
Prayers For:


Continued strength and comfort for Arnold & Sharon Boldt



Don & Bonnie McCall for Don’s healthy issues



Phil Wurst who is struggling with shingles



Nita Goings who is recovering from the removal of her spleen



Jean Algya who is recovering from surgery for colon cancer



Sue Imig after having surgery to repair a cracked femur

The Methodist Mailbox

The week of July 25th to 31st we will host an art show for the students of Bright Beginnings Child Development Center and any interested children/youth of SUMC. Please have your art work submitted to Jo Ellen by Wednesday, July 13th for the art show. All
work will be mounted to black paper and/or placed on display in
the church halls. Both 2D and 3D art is accepted. This art show is
to feature original creativity on the part of our children and youth
at SUMC. Please submit original art and attend the showing on this
special week. God has greatly given creative gifts to our young
people and we want to share these with the whole church family! God is the first master of art as
evidenced by His amazing handiwork in the world around us and in the individual people He designed each of us to be. We hope to have an amazing art show!
Super Summer Sundays: July 10th, 2016
9:30 Sunday School in the Youth Room, for all ages
Kick off the VBS theme and fun!
Join us for a great morning to learn more about Jesus
and VBS…
Hear great new music and much more!

Follow up to June Fun at SUMC…
The church wide campout was a lot of fun on Friday, June 10th. Around 31 people took part
at some point in the evening, with six staying overnight in a camper and a tent. We held a
nice dinner and worship service led by Pastor Dale, followed by fun games and crafts, a
short movie, and a campfire with s’mores. We will want to do this again… perhaps on a
cooler night!
The Super Summer Sundays for Sunday, June 12th found us having Sunday School for all ages
in the youth room. Our theme was based on God’s great nature work and included some
mission moments from the Pine Ridge Reservation in SD, Bible discussion on how God uses
each of us and how we learn more from reading his Holy Word *(His guidebook for our
lives), followed by centers of activity to include mural drawing, painting nature pictures with
our fingers, making “God’s Eyes” yarn crafts, and eating s’mores. We had 18 in attendance
with 11 children and 7 youth/adult leaders for the activities. We hope you will plan to join
us in July and August at SSS!
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Seward United Methodist Church
1400 North 5th Street
Seward, Nebraska 68434

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-F
Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist
Robert Henre, Pastor
Jo Ellen Axthelm, Ministry Assistant
joellenaxthelm@gmail.com
Every Member, Minister

~ AUGUST ~ MAILBOX
DEADLINE
Monday, July 20th
Submit News by NOON
Drop off your article at the office,
call Sandy at the church office OR

e-mail articles to umcseward@gmail.com

BBCDC: 402-643-2141

UMW Local Church Activities
Chair persons for JULY are:
Susan Walsh
402-643-2082
Sandi Rocker
402-643-2269

