
 

The Methodist 
 A Publication of The Seward United Methodist Church  

 1400 North 5th Street  Seward, NE  68434   

Church Office: (402) 643-4156 

Sun May 1 Caring Ministry 
Visitation 

6:30 PM - Parlor 

Mon May 2 Nurture Comm 7:00 PM - Parlor 

Wed May 4 Witness Comm 5:30 PM - Parlor 

Mon May 16 Bldg Fund Comm 6:00 PM - Parlor 

No May Mtg Worship Comm  

Tues May 17 BBCDC Board 6:00 PM - Parlor 

Tues May 17 M&O Comm 7:00PM - Parlor 

Thur May 19 Trustees 7:00PM - Youth Room 

Thur May 26 Finance Comm 7:00PM - Fellowship Hall 

The Methodist Mailbox 

 
Monday Nights - Bible Study                    
@ 7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 

Cliff Lowell - Leader 
 

Wednesday Nights - Bible Study                    
@ 7:00 p.m. Parlor 
One Thousand Gifts 

Jo Ellen Axthelm - Leader 
Ending May 2nd 

 
Thursday Mornings - Bible Study 

@9:30 a.m. Parlor 
Pastor Dale - Leader 

Ending May 26th 
 

Thursday Evening - Bible Study 
@6:45 p.m. Parlor 
Disciple Fast Track 

LaQuita McKibbin - Leader 
Ending May 12th 

          
Sunday Mornings - Sunday School 

@ 9:30 a.m. - Library 
"The Case for Faith" 
Cliff Lowell - Leader 

 
Sunday Mornings - Sunday School 
@9:30 a.m. - New Bsmt Library 

"Too Busy NOT to Pray" 
Dana Galusha - Leader 

Ending May 8th 

 

       Watch us on Cable 13  
at 9:30 p.m.  

on Sunday  

and/or 

10:00 a.m.  

Thursday mornings. 

8:30 a.m.    Blended Worship 

9:30 a.m.    Adult Sunday School  

9:30 a.m.    Youth Sunday School 
 (Last Day of Sunday School -  May 8th) 

 

Mothers - Be sure to join us 

for service on May 8th to 

receive a special gift 



In Christ’s service, 

 

 

Pastor Dale Lambert 
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Dear friends, 

 By the time this newsletter is mailed 
Nancy and I hope to be visiting a place we 
didn’t even know existed.  We hope to be 
enjoying the Wichita Mountains in 
southwestern Oklahoma.  Until recently we 
thought all of western Oklahoma was sand 
and sagebrush, but actually, one of the 
oldest mountain ranges in North America is 
there.  There are pine forests, prairie, and a 
small mountain range. They get enough 
moisture to support a variety of vegetation 
and wildlife that I didn’t know existed 
there. 

 When I was younger, people older 
than myself said things such as, “The older I 
get, the more things I realize I don’t know.”  
I guess I am one of those older people now.  
I constantly discover things I don’t know.   

 That is true in life, and that is equally 
true in faith.  If our faith is alive and active 
we continue to learn about how we fit into 
the story of salvation as presented in our 
Bible. 

 John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, said our faith is founded on the 
truths of the Bible.  The Bible contains 
lessons about all parts of our lives.  It is the 
story of humanity’s sin and God’s quest to 
bring salvation to all of creation.   

 However, he said that understanding 
the Bible’s teaching depends on us making 
an effort to understand.  As we try to 
understand our faith, we will continually 
learn ideas about God and Jesus, and we will 
gain new insights about the Bible’s message 
for us. 

 But we are not to read the Bible in a 
vacuum.  Every reading of the Bible requires 
discernment, and that requires several 
things. 

   

First, we are to try to understand how the 
Bible applies to our life.  To do that we 
need to learn what the Church has taught 
about the Bible message throughout history 
and today.  To read the Bible in light of the 
faith of people who have come before us 
helps us to refine how we read the Bible 
today. 

 Next, we need to realize that God 
speaks to us through our experiences in 
life.  We believe that God is still working 
and teaching in the world today.   

We need to ask what our experiences teach 
us about how God works in the world?  How 
are other people striving to live faithfully 
to fulfill Christ’s mission in the world?  
Where have we seen God bring wholeness 
out of brokenness, hope out of 
hopelessness, and life out of death?  As we 
see where the Bible’s story and our stories 
intersect, we begin to understand the 
Bible’s message more clearly. 

 Lastly, we need to remember that 
God gave us a wonderful gift when God 
created our brains.  God gave us the ability 
to think reasonably and rationally.  It is our 
responsibility to not accept what people 
tell us about God without thinking about it.  
Developing a vital faith requires thinking, 
questioning, and sometimes doubting what 
others have told us about faith. 

 Let us continue to grow in our faith 
through Bible study, prayer, Christian 
fellowship, worship, and discernment.  As 
our walk with Christ grows, so does that 
inner peace that only God can give. 



Our New Pastor: An Introduction 

Some of Pastor Robert's Favorites 
 Favorite Bible Verse: "For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:38-39, NRSV) 
 Favorite Sayings: "What Box?"  "Ministers are people too!"  "Always count the yeses!" 
 Favorite College Football Team: The Cornhuskers, of course! 
 Favorite College Basketball Team: KU Jayhawks 
 Favorite Pro Teams:  Green Bay Packers, Seattle Seahawks and Kansas City Royals 
 Favorite Foods:  Pizza, Seafood and Runzas 
 Favorite TV Shows:  Downton Abbey, Vicar of Dibley, all shows NCIS or Law and                                    
 Order and Limitless 
 Favorite Ice Cream Flavor:  Licorice or any Frozen Custard 

Other little known facts: 
Attended CMSU on a tennis scholarship; Back-up singer on a million selling record; Ate dinner with Bob Hope and Miss 
America;  Took 40 youth to Finland, Poland and the Soviet Union before the Berlin Wall came down; Taught Youth and 
Practical Ministry Courses at St. Paul School of Theology; Have numerous former youth and young adults in ministry 
throughout the US; Traveled to all lower 48 states and have been on all continents except Antarctica.   
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We will be celebrating Pastor Dale's 

retirement with a potluck dinner on 

Sunday, June 12th from 11:30AM - 

1:00PM.  More details to come……. 

The church calendar is now on our website at  

www.seward.umc.org.  Just click on the picture of the 

calendar.  You can select to view by the month or week 

as well as agenda (all events in line order).  The room the  

event/meeting is in is noted or you can click to select the 

event for more detail.   

If you would like to request to reserve 

the church for something, you can select to add a calendar  

event from the home page.  You will be transferred to a short informational screen that 

you will complete and submit.  This information will go to the church email where the 

event will be place on the calendar.  We will contact you if we need more information.  

Otherwise, the event will be added to the calendar within a couple of business days and 

you will be able to see that it has been reserved.   

If the event is private (such as a wedding or anniversary, etc.).  The public will be able to 

see the room is reserved but will not be able to see the details. 

PLEASE CHECK IT OUT!  www.sewardumc.org 

Thanks to Dana Galusha for helping make this happen!! 

http://www.sewardumc.org
http://www.sewardumc.org
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Sacrament of Baptism 

Abbigail Amelia Bishop 

Noah Thomas Bishop 

Jenny Melott  

From First United Methodist 

North Platte 

FAITH COMMUNITY 
NURSING MINISTRY 

will be holding blood 
pressure screenings in 

the back of the 
Fellowship Hall on the 
2nd Sunday of every 

month 

Vacation Bible School 2016 
Cave Quest: 

Following Jesus - 
The Light of the World 

July 18-21, 2016 
evenings 

We are looking for adults and youth (5th-12th grade) 

who are interested in helping with VBS (group leaders 

and assistants, helpers in centers, etc…) 

Please email Melissa Luebbe at 

melissa_lu@milfordpublicschools.org if you are 

interested 

SAVE THE DATE 
Friday, June 10th 

Church Family 
Campout 

Many thanks to Joyce & Ken Paulsen for 

the donation of the sectional, which has 

been put in the carpeted room 

downstairs in our church.  Also to Leslie 

Stratton and the SUMC choir members who were instrumental in moving the two-

piece sectional.  Special thanks to Pam and Rick McConnell for the use of their 

truck and enclosed trailer to protect the sectional from rain during the move.  

This coordinated effort emphasizes the work between our church's members to 

make our church great.   - SUMC Board of Trustees 
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Please plan to enjoy  -  May 1
st

   Fellowship Brunch  -   9:30 and 11:30 am 

 

             Brunch Menu: egg casserole, fruit, coffee cake/muffins, & beverages                   

Free Will Offering will help United Methodist Women To financially support 
more 2016 summer camp scholarships for our youth !!! 

May 22 is Peace with Justice Sunday.  It is one of the six special 

annual offerings of the United Methodist Church.  Fifty percent of 

the offering stays in the Great Plains Conference, and the other fifty 

percent goes throughout the nation and world to train people and 

support peace and justice ministries.   

 In the summer of 2014, the Micah Corps included nine 

young adults from Nebraska and Kansas who connected faith with 

four social justice issues: immigration, peace and nonviolence, 

children in poverty and the environment. “This summer has helped me form more definitive and 

informed opinions about a variety of issues, where before I simply had the makings of opinions 

without a solid foundation to stand on,” said Hannah Bannister, Micah Corps intern.   

 The Micah Corps is still active in our Conference, teaching young people to pray, study, 

interact with people, and make a difference in the world. 

 In Russia, Peace with Justice grants assist survivors of race-motivated violence.  In Michigan 

an ex-offender credits Peace with Justice Sunday offerings for her new life.  In Texas Peace with 

Justice gifts give hard-to-employ clients an opportunity to hone skills and gain new opportunities.   

 Please consider how God is calling you to help make a difference through your Peace With 

Justice offering. 

May Calendar for United Methodist Women 
 

 Wednesday, May 4th @ 1:30 pm in Parlor - UMW Unit Meeting 

 "Changes in Early Childhood Education"  Kerry Hurley & Gail Brand 

 Wednesday, May 18th 5-6:30 PM UMW Reading Group @ Maxine Moore's 

 Thursday, May 19th 7PM in Fellowship Hall - UWM Evening Group 

 Wednesday, May 25th 3:30 PM in Parlor - UMW Leadership Team Meeting 

All are Welcome!!!!! 



 

 

 

Monthly Budget:  $31,930 

March 2016     

 Donations:     $ 28,883 

 Expenses:        $ 27,549 

 
 Donations: General Operating & Mission Shares 

Expenses: Budgeted Items Only 
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PANTRY COLLECTION ITEM  

SUNDAY, MAY 22ND 

5:00 PM 
Bring Snacks to Share 

        MAY 

PEANUT BUTTER 

SET SAIL WITH US FOR ….. 

Super Summer Sundays!  The Nurture 

Committee is planning some special times for 

this summer for our Bible Study times on one 

Sunday per month.  Make plans to be here 

for Sundays June 12, July 10, & August 14 at 9:30a.m. 

Special Sunday School Theme Days will include sailing into 

summer with Nature, Cave Quest (VBS theme), and also 

Rally Day for Fall 2016.   We will have plans for all ages and 

hope you will make time to attend these special days and 

invite a friend. 

Women’s and Girl’s Garden Party… coming soon… 
Sign up at the welcome center, in the church foyer, or contact Jo Ellen at the church or at joellenaxthelm@gmail.com.  Please invite your 

sisters, neighbors, friends, family, etc. as this is a fun day at the church building with our church family.  We will meet on Saturday, 

May 21st, 1:00-3:00 p.m.  in the SUMC Garden Courtyard.  Our theme for the day is Planting Seeds based off of Matthew 13. 

We will have festive and fun refreshments, three fabulous guest speakers, one fun skit, and a beautiful musical ensemble 

all on the theme of Seeds of faith, hope, and love. We plan to have a photo booth, planting of seeds for girls of all ages, 

and some great fellowship time!   

Plan to wear what makes you comfortable… overalls, jeans, tea party dresses, hats, garden attire, etc.  We will have a 

whole lot of fun together in our garden! 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PICK UP YOUR PLEGE INFORMATION FROM THE CHURCH.  The Building 
Fund Committee is looking for your help.  The church is in need of a fire suppression system 
with an estimated cost of $153,000 and extending the HVAC to the rest of the church estimated 
at $400,000.  We are also looking at long term functionality of the church to be completed by 
the end of 2021 with an estimated amount of $2.5 million.  To date we have received pledges 
in the amount of $34,375.  There is currently $53,268 in those funds so we have a long way to 
go.  Please prayerfully consider what you can give to support your church and maintain the 
legacy for future generations as well as the current functionality for a well used building.   

Please let the church office know if you have a 
child graduating from college this year with 

their forwarding address, email & phone. 

mailto:joellenaxthelm@gmail.com


Phone 402-643-2141 
Email:  bbcdcseward@gmail.com 

Check us out on our Facebook page 
Bbcdcseward 

Lots of pictures of kids and activities 
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Pre K & Preschool 
graduation will be 
held on Thursday 
May 5th at 6:30 pm  
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Children are a blessing  and a gift from the LORD. 
Psalm 127:3 (CEV) 

 



PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 

 

Please remember those who were lifted up in prayer for  

on-going health concerns. 

  Prayers For:   

 Alexa Axthelm who is undergoing some medical tests. 

 Continued prayers for strength and comfort for Arnold 
& Sharon Boldt 

 Easton Koranda, newborn son of Devin and Shanon   
Koranda.  Easton was born 12 weeks prematurely April 
1st.  Shanon is a teacher in our Bright Beginnings Child Development Center. 
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Please join us for coffee, treats and 

conversation in the fellowship hall 

following both services. 

Please Let Nancy Eitel know or 

sign up at the Welcome Center if 

you would be willing to bring 

cookies for fellowship or be a 

substitute coffee maker. 

One Thousand Gifts 
I just want to thank everyone who has been a part of this 
beautiful study by Ann Voskamp.  We have had 23 
participate for the study and have really enjoyed learning 
more together during the five weeks.  The group will 
conclude with a carry-in dinner before our last study on 
May 4th, in the church parlor.  I have so enjoyed getting to 
know the beautiful ladies in our church family and spending 
time with them in this special study.  We have worked on 
our One Thousand Gifts journals and, of course, I hope we will continue 
much past 1,000… we have been so very blessed! 

Watch for a new study announcement as my plan is to offer smaller studies of 4-6 weeks 
on a regular basis.  So, if you couldn’t come this time… there is always next time! 

Love and prayers,  Jo Ellen, SUMC Ministry Assistant 
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+ Meghan Angele Meyer  (Parents - Jerry & Mary Meyer) 

+ Trevor H. Reeves (Parents - Monte & Nicci Reeves) 

 + Taylor Ann Fitzke (Parents - Roger & Carrie Fitzke) 

 

+ For the Confirmation Class - Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God, I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will               

uphold you with my victorious right hand.  (Isaiah 41:10) 

+ Says the Lord . . . I have called you by name, you are mine. (Isaiah 43:1.3) 

+ Do good, be rich in good works, generous and ready to share. (1st Timothy 6:18) 

From the SUMC Foundation: 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call 

on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me 

and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  (Jeremiah 29:11-13)  

"What do you want to be when you grow up?" 
Members of the Class of 2016 have heard that question since they were old enough to talk.  Graduation 

marks the time when they look in the mirror and ask themselves, "What am I going to be?" 

We have all asked the question at some point or another.  Sometimes our answers change.  Sometimes 

we struggle to find the answer. 

But we hope that our graduates know that no matter which steps they choose now, they have a church 

family here at Seward United Methodist Church.  Our church family prays for them and cares for them 

as they make their way in the world. 

The gifts that congregation members have shared through the Seward United Methodist Church 

Foundation are gifts for the future.  These gifts help our congregation deal with similar questions about 

what our church will be in a year, in a decade, in a lifetime.  Like the graduates, we may not know 

exactly what the future holds except that it will include God's love and comfort if we seek Him with all 

of our hearts. 

Congratulations:  Zoie Benedict, MaKayle Bishop, Maddie Duff, Dakota Fernau, Brady 
Fitzke, Evan Fletcher, Ben Galusha, Sam Gaskins, Alec Hanson, Nathan Ketner, Grace 
Landon, Alissa Miller, Kyle Rojewski, Megan Runyan, Anna Schulz, Taron Wissing, Cara 
Wolverton & Scott Wolverton 

April 3, 2016 



~ JUNE ~ MAILBOX 
DEADLINE 

Friday, May 20th 
 

Submit News by NOON  

 Drop off your article at the office, 

  call Sandy at the church office  OR 

  e-mail articles to umcseward@gmail.com  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Rosie Westerhoff 

402-643-2773 

 

Carol Zak 

402-643-8764 

 

Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  M-F 

                             Phone:  402-643-4156 

Fax: 402-643-4159 

Email:  umcseward@gmail.com 

Website:  www.sewardumc.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist 

Dale Lambert, Pastor 402-646-9077 

Jo Ellen Axthelm, Ministry Assistant   

                         joellenaxthelm@gmail.com 

                              Every Member, Minister 

BBCDC: 402-643-2141  
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