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Monday Nights - Bible Study
@ 7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Cliff Lowell - Leader

Watch us on Cable 13

5:00 PM

SUNDAY, APRIL 24TH

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Worship Schedule
Blended Worship
Adult Sunday School
Youth Sunday School
Praise Worship

at 9:30 p.m. on Sunday
and/or
10:00 a.m. Thursday mornings.

Meeting Schedule

Wednesday Nights - Bible Study
@ 7:00 p.m. Parlor
One Thousand Gifts
Jo Ellen Axthelm - Leader
Thursday Mornings - Bible Study
@9:30 a.m. Parlor
Pastor Dale - Leader
Thursday Evening - Bible Study
@6:45 p.m. Parlor
Disciple Fast Track
LaQuita McKibbin - Leader

Sun Apr 3

Caring Ministry
Visitation

6:30 PM - Parlor

Mon Apr 4

Nurture Comm

7:00 PM - Parlor

Wed Apr 6

Witness Comm

5:30 PM - Parlor

Sunday Mornings - Sunday School
@ 9:30 a.m. - Library

Sun Apr 10

Foundation

9:30 AM - Parlor

Cliff Lowell - Leader

Mon Apr 11

Bldg Fund Comm

7:00 PM - Parlor

Sun Apr 17

Ad Council

11:45 AM - Parlor

Tues Apr 19

Worship Comm

10:00 AM - Parlor

Tues Apr 19

BBCDC Board

6:00 PM - Parlor

Tues Apr 19

M&O Comm

7:00PM - Parlor

Thur Apr 21

Trustees

7:00PM - Youth Room

Thur Apr 28

Finance Comm

7:00PM - Fellowship Hall

"The Case for Faith"

Sunday Mornings - Sunday School
@9:30 a.m. - New Bsmt Library

"Too Busy NOT to Pray"
Dana Galusha - Leader
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It is tempting to think that because
the crucifixion was 2000 years ago it is over
and done. Still, we see reminders that
things have not changed all that much. Even
though God’s reign has been established on
earth, many times people’s lives do not
reflect that reality.
Dear friends,

Spring is officially here. Some days
are so beautiful that we know it is here.
Other days it feels as though we are back in
February. Clouds cover the sky, the
temperature drops at night, the days don’t
warm up much, and the north wind blows.
If I had my way, spring would seem
like spring when it officially arrived. There
would be none of this back and forth
weather. Spring would gradually warm up
and the flowers and trees would leaf out in
their time. We would know with certainty
that spring is here.

Irresponsible behavior, jealousy,
fighting, greed, fits of anger, and more exist
in the same time and space as the kingdom
of God. We may want to believe that when
God’s kingdom is established all
unpleasantness and injustice will disappear.
However, Jesus proclaimed several
times that the kingdom of God was near, and
at other times he said that the kingdom of
God was among them. He made those
statements to people who had real
challenges that are not much different than
our own.

It is obvious that I do not have my
way. Spring is unpredictable, and it will
always be unpredictable in Nebraska.

If the kingdom of God could co-exist
with the evil carried out against Jesus,
surely it can co-exist with what happens in
the world today. We may not always be able
to see it, but God’s reign is all around us,
and even within us.

Our faith is a little like spring in
Nebraska. We know that salvation is here.
We know that the kingdom of God has been
established on earth. We know that God will
win in the end, and the resurrection of Jesus
is a witness to that fact.

God is in our Caring Ministries. God is
in every wound that heals. God is in every
relationship that is restored. God is in every
person whose faith is developing, whether
they are young, old, or in between. The
kingdom of God is near!

However it does not always look like
the kingdom of God has been established on
the earth. When we watch the political
system at work in the nation we may wonder
whether God’s kingdom has been
established. When we get news of unending
wars in the Middle East or see yet another
report of a terrible crime we may wonder
whether the kingdom of God has been
established.

The real challenge is to act like it,
even when we do not see it clearly. We can
celebrate the presence of God’s kingdom
because Jesus’ resurrection proves it is real.

During Holy Week, we remembered
the crucifixion of Jesus. It reminds us that
all was not well on earth in Jesus’ time,
either. Evil still had a say. The crucifixion
is the proof of that. But God had the final
say.

Rejoice! Christ is risen, and that
ensures our resurrection!
In Christ’s service,

Pastor Dale Lambert
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Our New Pastor: An Introduction

Pastor Robert Henre was born in San Jose, CA though all the rest of his family of origin
are natives of Kansas. He has lived in 8 states west of the Mississippi River, all in the
Midwest other than CA and WA, and one state barely east of the river, Wisconsin. Growing
up a Henre he learned early on the importance of faith and the church. A United Methodist
from birth, the churches he attended were large over 1000 members with the exception
being in Tarkio, MO. He was active in choirs, bell choirs, youth ministries, and Wesley
Foundation growing up. Having moved many times growing up with a father who was a
Higher Education Administrator, Robert learned to love all kinds of people and that every
place had its own cultural strengths and weakness.
His undergraduate degree, a B.S. in Graphic Arts Technology Management came from
Central Missouri State University, now University of Central Missouri in 1982. His call to
ministry came through the nurture of the church throughout his life and working with
children and youth during college. He received his Masters of Divinity from St. Paul School
of Theology in 1986. His passion for youth and camping took him from his first 10 years of ministry in the Missouri West
Conference to the Pacific Northwest Conference as the Director of Youth and Camping for United Methodist churches in
WA and the panhandle of ID. After 23 years in western WA, he longed to return to his
Midwestern roots and be closer to family having a mother and sister who both live within
the Great Plains Conference.
Had it not been the death of his best friend and seminary roommate, the Rev. Marvin
Neubauer, the District Superintendent of the Elkhorn Valley District, the move to Seward
UMC may have never happened. After giving a children’s message and the eulogy at
Marvin’s celebration of life, the spirit of God began acting through Bishop Scott Jones
and Blue River District Superintendent, Rev. Bill Ritter and the leaders in the Pacific
Northwest.
Robert is married to Abigail Henre, a United Methodist pastor, who hopes to continue
pursuing a Masters in Counseling at Doane College, Lincoln Campus. They have one
daughter Cara, age 18, who is an avid cup cake baker, softball player and other varied
interests including theater.
Who noticed the purple "See You In Church SUNDAY" signs
around town this Lent? The Witness Committee thought that
Lent would be a good time to raise awareness of our need to
be part of a church family and to congregate regularly. It
also gives our members a chance to be noticed in the
community and initiate conversations.
“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be a light,
bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret
to be kept.” - Matthew 5:14
You will soon be
Seeing NEW spring
banners in front of the
church! Thank you
Nita Goings for your
kind heart and gift
of these banners!
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Alexa
Axthelm

Diane & Chet Hill

Danielle Sheldon, Kevin & Eli Smith

As many of you as were
baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves
with Christ

Galations 3.27

Please remember to wear your
nametags at church services and
functions to help the new
members learn your name as well
as prepare for the new pastor.
Pray that visitors to the church will sense
the love and compassion of Christ,
expressed through every member of the
congregation.

Jamie & JoEllen Axthelm & Ander

Ad Council
Meeting
Sunday,
April 17th at
11:45 am in
the Parlor
Help Support Native
American Ministries
Sunday, April 10th.
TOGETHER, WE EMPOWER
LOCAL SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
AND EDUCATE NATIVE AMERICAN
SEMINARY STUDENTS TO SERVE
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Thanks to the generosity of the church, 62 yards of flannel was turned into 40 receiving
blankets and diapers at the March 12th UMW diaper and blanket sewing day. These will go to
Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Springfield Illinois to UMCOR.
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Thanks to the United Methodist Church for
hosting the February family night. You are
wonderful hosts and our families always
appreciate the delicious meal. We are
grateful for your willingness to open your
doors open your doors every year in this way
to the Seward Community.
- Nebraska Extension - Seward County

Join us for a Women’s Small Group!
Join us on a five-week study based on Ann Voskamp’s bestselling book, One
Thousand Gifts. The video based study will give us time to explore the topics of
attitude of gratitude, grace in the moment, all is grace, trust: the bridge to
joy, and empty to fill. We will begin to learn more about, practice, and live
out the secrets of a joyful heart.
We will meet weekly on Wednesdays in April and the first Wednesday of May at
7p.m. in the SUMC Parlor. Join us for prayer and study… bring your bible and a
friend… bring your heart ready to be filled!
Sign up in the church foyer at the back of the sanctuary or email Jo Ellen at
joellenaxthelm@gmail.com to sign up.
Thank you to my church
family for your love and
concern, visits, prayers,
cards and flowers, very kind.

Monthly Budget: $31,930
January 2016
Donations:
Expenses:

$ 26,123
$ 28,125

To Pastor Dale for his visits and prayers while
at Seward Memorial, Bryan East and
Ridgewood.
I am also so grateful to know I have such a
caring church family.
Blessings to each of you,
Ruth Downing

APRIL

February 2016
Donations:
Expenses:

$ 26,830
$ 32,624
SOUP

Donations: General Operating & Mission Shares
Expenses: Budgeted Items Only

PANTRY COLLECTION ITEM
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Phone 402-643-2141
Email: bbcdcseward@gmail.com
Check us out on our Facebook page
Bbcdcseward
Lots of pictures of kids and activities

Bright Beginnings is purchasing and installing a new
water fountain in the hallway this month. Summer
plans are getting underway for an exciting summer

Week of the Young Child is April 10th through the 16th.
Please come to our pancake feed on
Sunday, April 24th following both
services.
Katrina Hurley, daughter of Kerry Hurley and Jeremiah Hurley of Seward, NE has been selected to
represent Nebraska in Washington DC, March 20-22, 2016 for the AIPAC policy conference. Out of all the
college students in Nebraska, Katrina was selected for her outstanding leadership role at Chadron State
College. Katrinia is currently the student senate president and has headed numerous campus activities.

We are looking for
donations of “Dress
Up” clothing/shoes/
hats for our little ones
to enjoy.
Preschool/PreK Graduation is
scheduled for
May 5th.
Congratulations
kids.

THIS IS AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE. The AIPAC Policy Conference is the largest gathering of
America's pro-Israel community. Through demonstrations of groundbreaking Israeli innovations, keynote
speeches by American and Israeli leaders, inspiring moments on stage, and intimate educational sessions,
Policy Conference delegates experience the full scale of pro-Israel activism in three powerful days.
The conference culminates with the opportunity for delegates to lobby their members of Congress in
support of legislation that enhances the relationship between the United States and Israel.
WHO ATTENDS THE CONFERENCE?
 More than 14,000 pro-Israel Americans
 More than two-thirds of Congress
 More than 2,300 students from more than 490 campuses
 260 Student Government Presidents from all 50 states
 More than 275 synagogue delegations
 AIPAC members from across the country
IT'S BEEN SAID….
"The AIPAC Policy Conference...is the Jewish equivalent to the Oscars or the
Grammys-the big, buzzy annual event everyone talks about before it happens
and gossips about afterward."
- Tablet Magazine, Stephanie Butnick

Congratulations Katrina - What an honor! May the experience be
that of a lifetime.
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PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Please remember those who were lifted up in prayer for
on-going health concerns.
Prayers For:
 Kathy Mitchell, daughter of Ruth Downing, who is in need of
strength as she heals in the hospital
 Virginia Jeary who is recovering from knee surgery
 Linda Shepherd who is at home recovering from a broken hip
 Continued prayers for strength and comfort for Arnold & Sharon Boldt

Please Let Nancy Eitel know or

Please join us for
coffee, treats and
conversation in the

sign up at the Welcome Center

fellowship hall

if you would be willing to bring

following both

cookies for fellowship or be a

services.

substitute coffee maker.

If you are a Thrivent member, your Choice Dollars
may now be designated to go to Seward United
Methodist Church.
Hello and Happy April! I have been busily getting to know more about our church family and
ministries this month as I am now here part time serving as your Ministry Assistant. My role
includes the Caring Ministries (cards, visitation, faith community nursing) and also some
Christian Education work (camps, Bible Studies, resources). I have spent much time getting
familiar with the day to day work of this church family, I have met with the leadership chairs
of the caring ministries areas, I have begun making pastoral care visits to our church family, I
have worked on publicizing and encouraging camp attendance this summer, I have worked on
new informational boards, I have made contacts via phone and letters to both new visitors and
also new residents to Seward (this will eventually include a visitation aspect as I am working
on a "welcoming parcel" to take with me), I have worked on developing a plan for new small
group Bible Studies for all people (with the first to be a women's study), and I have been at
work on plans to continue to be a welcoming and inviting church family. Whew! What a
wonderful first month with just a few of the areas I have been at work with!
I look forward to serving here with this church family, with you, as we develop this role in the
life of the church and as I continue to know you better. I invite you to share with me your
dreams and hopes for our church family in ways that I can assist in these areas and I look
forward to a joyous journey together.
See you soon……Jo Ellen
See the display
board near the
sanctuary for
schedules and more
information. See
the church website
for additional links
and specifics.

It’s time
to think
about
camp…
make
plans to
UMW will again
go this
Summer provide
scholarships for
2016!

½ the cost to
attend camp.

CAMP COUNSELORS
Camps in the Great Plains Conference are still looking for
camp counselors. If you or someone you know is
interested in spending the summer outside, sharing your
faith with children and maybe even playing a game or
two of ga-ga ball, then reach out to a camp, they're
spread all over the conference! If you, or someone you
know, is interested contact either Jo Ellen Axthelm,
ministry assistant, or Pastor Dale for more information.
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CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE
BLUE RIVER DISTRICT
SUPERINTENDENT

FOR SALE IN SEWARD, NE: This all brick ranch home at
407 Northern Heights Is located on a large 100’ x 150’ corner
lot. There are three bedrooms and 1 ½ baths on the 1488 sq.
ft. main floor (laundry in ½ bath) as well as an open kitchen,
dining area and large living room. The mostly finished 1265
sq. ft. basement has two non-conforming bedrooms, ¾ bath
and family room. There is an attached two-car garage with
individual doors, a relaxing patio with privacy fence and
mature trees in the yard. House is located in a great, wellmaintained neighborhood with close proximity to schools. This
house was built in 1971 with upgraded windows, fascia and
soffits. The roof is about 8 years old. Bonus: Tons of storage.
This house will be sold by sealed bids. Bid forms will be
available Monday-Friday, 9-3:00 at the Seward United
Methodist Church office, 1400 N. 5th Street, Seward, NE
68434. Bids will close on Friday, April 8, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.
Questions? Call 402-643-9747 The house has been
independently appraised at $172,000. Open house date
remaining: April 3 from 2-4:00 p.m.

Not only did the Blue River District lead
the Great Plains Conference is
percentage of payout for Mission Shares
in 2015, we also made some significant
strides in Church Membership and
Attendance. The Blue River District
increased from 16,845 members to
16,880. But not only did our membership
increase, so did our weekly average
attendance. We were up 13 people each
Sunday over what we averaged in 2014.
That may not sound like a lot, but it is
significant that we showed an increase
when our Denomination, Conference(s)
and District have been in a steady
decline for decades.
YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED
In June Pastor Dale is planning a
series titled “Things I Wish I Had
Learned In Sunday School as a Child”.
If there is something you wish you
had learned in Sunday School as a
child, write it on a piece of paper and
give it to Pastor Dale by April 28. He
will use three of them, or a
combination of ideas from them, for
the subject of sermons in June.

The Board of Trustees (with the help of many other church members) have accomplished much over
the past few months including:
Painted a portion of the front hallway ˖ Painted walls in Sandy and Cindy's office as well as ordered new
window treatments ˖ Thoroughly cleaned the north house and grounds to prepare the property for sale ˖
Renovated the library and moved shelving, table & chairs to large basement room to relocate the library
in the basement ˖ Cleaned the tops of the pews in the santuary ˖ Worked on necessary documents for
the sale of the north property ˖ Advertised and held open houses on north property ˖ Worked with electrician on necessary electrical
issues needing repair in the church ˖ Contacted and met with companies about the fire sprinkler system for the church.
DID YOU KNOW?
In the church Easter is not just one day. It is a season, celebrated on the day of
resurrection, which we call Easter Sunday. Easter season lasts until May 15 this year,
which is Pentecost Sunday. Pastor Dale will be preaching a sermon series through
the Easter Season titled “Rise Up.” The themes for sermons will be Belief, Suffering,
Salvation, Judgement, Sacrifice, and Prophesy.
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Seward United Methodist Church
1400 North 5th Street
Seward, Nebraska 68434

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-F
Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist
Dale Lambert, Pastor 402-646-9077
Jo Ellen Axthelm, Ministry Assistant
joellenaxthelm@gmail.com
Every Member, Minister

~ MAY ~ MAILBOX
DEADLINE
Friday, May 20th
Submit News by NOON
Drop off your article at the office,
call Sandy at the church office OR

e-mail articles to umcseward@gmail.com

BBCDC: 402-643-2141

UMW Local Church Activities
Chair persons for APRIL are:
Juanita Hill
402-643-2538
Jane Gardner
402-643-4851

