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If you did not order any pictures when Lifetouch was
here and have not received your complimentary 8'x10',
it is available at the Welcome Center. Please pick it up.

Please plan on attending
our VBS planning
meeting, Tuesday, July
7th at 7:00 pm in the
church basement
multipurpose room.

Fresh Flowers?! Yes! Worship
Committee will be organizing
having fresh flowers on the
altar for our worship services.
Contact Susan Walsh
(402-430-2539) if you have
flowers that you would like to
share. Thank you!

Evans Family
Bill, Jennifer, Owen & Karlee

Dear friends,
Annual Conference has come and
gone once more. One thousand six
hundred clergy and lay people gathered in
Wichita, KS for four days to do the annual
business of the Great Plains Annual
Conference. As it is in most organizations,
some of our business was easily dispensed
with, and some of our business was more
difficult.
Every year some controversial issues
come before the people. That was the
case again this year. One difficult issue
was how bishops are elected. Most of the
bishops in the South Central Jurisdiction
(of which we are a part) come from Texas.
Because there are several other states in
our jurisdiction, this seems to create some
inequities.
The other difficult issue discussed is
the stance of the United Methodist Church
pertaining to people of various sexual
orientations. A petition to change the
Discipline of the United Methodist Church
was discussed, voted on, and the petition
passed. This petition will now be sent to
the 2016 General Conference. You can
find the process of the General
Conference and the essence of this
petition elsewhere in this newsletter.
Bishop Jones reminded us several
times during the Annual Conference that
as United Methodist Christians our main
task is to keep the main thing the main
thing. In other words, our devotion to
Christ’s kingdom is the most important
part of our faith.

As I read the record of Jesus’
teachings in the Gospels, it appears to me
that Jesus accepted people of many
different persuasions. He had much to say
about justice issues, and issues of devotion
to God. We have no record, however, of
what he said about many issues. That
means we, as Christians, need to struggle
with those issues and figure out how to
deal with them. Those issues seem to
require study, prayer, and conversations
with our fellow Christians to discern God’s
desires for us.
Our Conference will have disagreements
about issues of faith as long as we have
people. That has always been the case,
and that always will be the case. We will
have disagreements as long as we have
people.
Not only is that true in the Great
Plains Conference, but is also true in the
local church. As long as we have people
we will have disagreements about
theology and doctrine.
But as Christians, who strive to keep
the main thing the main thing, we can
work together for the Kingdom of God.
We can make disciples for Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world. We can
be the face of Christ in a hurting world.
We can be a part of what God is doing in
the world today.
Let us continue to pray for clarity.
Let us also continue to pray to understand
those who think differently than ourselves.
For when we truly try to understand those
who may have different opinions we find
that they have not come to their opinions
without personal struggle. We will also
find that even in our differences we have
unity in Christ Jesus.
In Christ’s service,

Pastor Dale Lambert
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"Knit Wits"
continue to
make and
give shawls
for the
SUMC Prayer
Knitting
Ministry. Your time and efforts
are appreciated.
Anyone who would like to knit or
crochet baby blankets, shawls or
8:30 a.m.
Blended Worship
lap robes for adults, contact
9:30 a.m.
Adult Sunday School
Sarah Shively at 402-643-3036 for
10:30 a.m.
Praise Worship
patterns and yarn. We're always
The study book for UMW glad for your help.
Worship Schedule

School of Mission is in
the library for anyone who would
like to read it prior to attending the
Watch us on Cable 13

Event July 31st - Aug 2nd

Monday Nights
@ 7:30 p.m. Library
at 9:30 p.m. on Sunday
And/or
10:00 a.m. Thursday mornings.

Sunday Mornings - Sunday School
@ 9:30 a.m. - Library

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Please remember those who were lifted up in prayer for
on-going health concerns.
Prayers For:






Keep T.J. Fraser in our prayers for renewed strength.
Joy for Margo Gish on completing her final treatment for Non Hodgkin Lymphoma.
Larry Chapman at the loss of his twin brother. Services were held in Lincoln on Friday, June 5th.
Carole Briggs, family and friends at the loss of Bill. Services were held May 28th at SUMC.

Family and friends of Doc Winters dealing with his loss. Services pending at the time of this
printing.
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Monthly Budget: $30,134
May 2015
Donations:
Expenses:

$22,814
$22,932

Donations: General Operating & Mission Shares
Expenses: Budgeted Items Only

COMMITTEE MEETING TIMES

Food Net

Wed Jul 1

Witness Comm

5:30PM - Library

Mon Jul 6

Nurture Mtg

7:00PM - Parlor

On, Food Net will accept any

Sun Jul 12

Ad Council

11:30AM

and all excess garden produce.

Mon Jul 13

Capital Campaign 7:00PM

With summer gardens coming

Any produce can be left in the
kitchen late Wednesday or

Wed Jul 15 Trustees Mtg

7:00PM - Parlor

Thur Jul 16 Finance Mtg

7:00PM - Parlor

Tues Jul 21 BBCDC Board

6:00PM - Parlor

some pickups. Women and men

Tues Jul 21 Worship Comm

7:00PM - Library

are welcome. Questions to

Tues Jul 21 M&O Comm

7:00PM - Parlor

Sat Jul 26

8:30AM - FH

UMW Workday

Wed Jul 29 UMW Ldrship

Thursday morning by 10 a.m. Also, there
is a need for volunteers to do

LaQuita 402-643-6951

10:00AM - FH

No Meeting UMW/Eve Grp
No Meeting UMW Unit Mtg
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Let’s Fill The Baskets
Tennis Shoes
Summer
Clothing

Volleyball
Camp
Equipment

There are orphan children in Haiti
waiting for your love and prayers.
Mission-Outreach and UMW are collecting through the end of J uly. More
information on items needed by mission team are posted on UMW bulletin board.

I would like to thank my church family for the many prayers, cards,
visits, food, flowers and memorials following Bill's passing.
The organizational skills of Sandi Rocker and Daina Sain with the
gracious hostesses of the United Methodist Women helped serve
the 300 people easily.

The young girls: Sam Rojewski, Elizabeth Mavis, Sydney & Abby Christensen and Reyce Johnson helped
bus tables. Having served many funeral lunches, I was very impressed with all the work from setting up
the night before to cleaning up after the dinner. Thank you & Bless You. - Carole Briggs

Saturday, November 14
What might YOU contribute to our annual
fall bazaar?

The next dates for
sewing group
July 25th
August 22nd
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Every Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church has the privilege and the
responsibility to send legislation to the global gathering of United Methodists, the
General Conference. General Conference convenes every fourth year.
A committee for the General Conference receives petitions from Annual
Conferences worldwide, compiles them, combines similar petitions, and forwards
them to the General Conference for action. The General Conference can edit,
vote to dispose of, or pass any piece of legislation sent to it. The General
Conference’s most notable task is updating our Book of Discipline, which contains
the bylaws and official stands of The United Methodist Church.
Throughout history Methodists have dealt with controversial issues.
Prohibition, slavery, women’s rights, wars, and many more issues have caused
much controversy in our history. We still deal with controversial social issues
because wherever there are people there are controversial issues.
This year our Annual Conference passed a petition to be sent to the General
Conference that, if it passes General Conference, would remove some language
pertaining to people who are gay or lesbian. It would remove the words, “The
practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore selfavowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as
ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.” It would also
remove any prohibition against United Methodist ministers officiating weddings of
homosexuals.
Several General Conferences have dealt with this issue, and there have been
very few changes made to the Book of Discipline so far. It is impossible to know
what the outcome of this or any other petition will be until after the 2016 General
Conference.
Many people have strong feelings on both sides of this issue. My prayer is
that we will be open to hearing points of view different than our own, keep the
United Methodist Church in our prayers, and continue to work together as the
people of God, that God’s will may be carried out.
Pastor Dale
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JULY
KLEENEX
FACIAL
TISSUE
PANTRY COLLECTION ITEM

Our church website needs
to be updated….Visit
Dana Galusha or any
Witness Committee
member if you have
content ideas or if you
are interested in joining
a "steering group!"

www.sewardumc.org

Beginning August 2, 2015
Your Fellowship Committee Members
are Nancy Eitel, Margaret Brock, Nita
Goings, Virginia Fraser and Carol Zak.
We are designating the first Sunday of
each month as "Cookie Sunday". If you
would like to furnish three dozen
cookies on a rotating basis, sign-up at
the Welcome Center or during
Fellowship time.
You are all welcome for Fellowship
after each service every Sunday. Plan
to join us for refreshments and a time
to visit with your church family and
guests.
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We were blessed with great weather on June 5th during our family
carnival. Everyone had so much fun. A HUGE thank you goes out to our
amazing Board members and church members who donated items,
helped with the kitchen and clean up. Also thank you to Nancy, Juanita,
Marty and Connie for all your extra hard work.

The petting zoo came to visit us and brought a variety of animals for the children to pet and
observe. This was a great experience for all the students.

Pre-School Graduation

Exciting News:
~ On June 18th the state inspector conducted a unannounced visit at BBCDC. She expressed how
impressed she was with our center. She told us that since the new regulations have gone into
effect in 2013 we are the ONLY center that she has inspected that has NO out of compliances.
This is a HUGE success that we are celebrating here at BBCDC. The summer staff have done
amazing work!
~ Our playground expansion will begin within the next couple weeks. A HUGE THANK YOU to the
Hillmann family for making and donating our new sandbox. We are so looking forward to having
more fun outdoors. All the students love to be outside and to experience the wonders of our
amazing God and His creations.

Reminder: BBCDC will be closed on Friday July 3rd in honor of the
4th of July. God bless America and all of you!
Check us out on our FaceBook page.
Bbcdc.seward@gmail.com
Lots of pictures of the kids and activities!
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The SUMC Trustees did a walk around the outside of our Church
on Wednesday evening, June 17. We need to do a clean-up and
repair of several items and need your help. We would like to
gather Saturday morning, July 18, 2015 at 8:00 a.m. to
work on the following things:

Hopefully, you will be
able to help clean up
the yard of our
church. If you can
help or have
questions, please
contact one of your
Trustees:
Sue Imig
402-643-9747
Carla Schwahn
402-641-5125
Connie Doehring
402-326-3095

1.

Anchor the top of the east back railing to the brick wall

2.

Cut down the small-diameter dead tree on the east side of
the church and haul off the deadwood.

3.

Trimming of the bushes, rose bushes and trees around
perimeter of church and removal of dead or dying
branches.

4.

Use of Round-Up and weeding of foundation plantings.

5.

The “fire lane” sign on the north side of the church needs
to be repainted white and the “fire lane” sign replaced.

6.

Clean exterior light fixtures and change bulbs if needed.

7.

Knock down wasp nests.
We will need to bring:
Gloves
Chain saw
Ladders

Garden tools: clippers, leaf rakes, grass rakes, etc.
Wasp Spray
Trimmers
Round-Up
Brooms
Concrete anchors, long screws, drill or screwdrivers
Wire brush, paintbrush and exterior white paint
Fire Lane Sign

Large trash bags
Pull-wagon or cart
Pick-up and trailer to haul debris to dump
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Seward United Methodist Church
1400 North 5th Street
Seward, Nebraska 68434

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-F
Phone: 402-643-4156
Fax: 402-643-4159
Email: umcseward@gmail.com
Website: www.sewardumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sewardunitedmethodist

BBCDC: 402-643-2141

~JULY~ MAILBOX DEADLINE
Tuesday, July 21st

UMW Local Church Activities

Submit News by NOON
Drop off your article at the office,
call Sandy at the church office OR
e-mail articles to umcseward@gmail.com

Rosie Westerhoff
402-643-2773
Daina Sain
402-890-4554

Chair persons for JULY are:

