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No Sort recycling 

Want to  

Recycle and 

need a place 

for it to go??  

Bring it to 

Church more 

details inside. 

 

New Adult Sunday School Class 
Starting Sunday, February 23  

Located in the Basement 
Cliff Lowell will lead the class. 

March 5       Ash Wednesday  
       Service @ 5pm 

April 13       Palm Sunday 

April 15,16 &17      Living Last Supper 

April 18       Good Friday 

April 20       Easter Sunday 

Blue Valley Community Action  
February Pantry 



 
 
 
 
Dear friends,  
 
 I once knew an older gentleman who, 
every year would say, “As the days get   
longer, the cold gets stronger.”  In other 
words, after winter solstice (late Dec.) the 
days begin to get longer again, but the days 
also continue to get colder.   Climatic records 
do indeed show that average daytime       
temperatures continue to decline through 
January and into February.    
 Most years that saying has proved to 
be true.  January and February are the coldest 
months.  However, there have been some 
years in which  
December was very cold, and January and 
February turned out to be warmer.   
 Sometimes those wise old sayings are 
true.  Sometimes they are not.  
 I have also noticed that some things 
that I learned in science classes in high 
school and college are no longer considered 
to be true.  Scientific ‘truths’ have changed. 
 Perhaps it is universally known that 
many things people consider to be true are 
not always true.  How can we know whether 
things we consider to be truths really are 
true?  This can be especially problematic in 
matters of faith. 
 I knew a woman who, while  
participating in a Bible study, had her whole 
understanding of faith rocked.  It seems the 
teacher said something that was contrary to 
what she had learned as a child from her 
grandmother. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 She said indignantly, “Well, if I 
believe that, I have been living a lie my 
whole life!”  She didn’t think our perceptions 
and beliefs can be adjusted as life sometimes 
demands. 
 It appears to me that studying  
Scripture, regular prayer, and discussing 
faith matters with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ help us to sort out what is true and 
what is not.  After all, none of us is the  
keeper of all truth.  Every one of us has holes 
in our theology, and every one of us has 
some areas of our faith that could be  
developed further. 
 By sharing our real-life experiences 
and what we have found in Scripture our  
understanding of faith can continue to grow 
and develop our whole lives.  As our faith 
develops we have the opportunity to become 
more Christ-like throughout life. 
 I am glad to see so many of you  
worship regularly, participate in UMW, 
choir, fellowship, Bible studies, youth 
groups, Sunday School, and the many other 
activities in our church.  In these times we 
have the opportunity to allow our faith to  
develop. 
 May you continue to grow in Christ’s 
Spirit, that together we may continue to learn 
what it means to be a family of God. 
 
 
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dale 
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Committee Updates 
Trustees Report for the year ending 2013  

Trustees supervise and maintain the property of our congregation to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the 
congregation are effective and that local legal requirements related to the property are satisfied. Among other  
duties, Trustee responsibilities include: 
 Oversight and care of all local church property, buildings, and equipment in order to accomplish the mission of 

the church.  
 Receipt and administration of all memorial gifts made to the church. 
 Annual review of property and liability insurance coverage on church-owned property, buildings, and        

equipment.   
This year the maintenance and supervision of church property has consumed most of our time and effort in terms 
of repairs to the building’s heating and cooling systems and the remediation of the damage caused by leaks and 
mold. We’ve also been working closely with the Capital Campaign to fulfill our obligation to sell the parsonage  
including preparing a simplified contract that protects the church’s interests and clarifies the buyers  
responsibilities. 
 
Following are some of the other actions the Board of Trustees took on behalf of the congregation:  
 Gave approval to the Capital Campaign sub-committee to move forward with the sale of the parsonage. That 

sub-committee is comprised of Carole Briggs, Neal Hentzen and Vern Curtis (Jim Lee also played a major role in 
advertising the property). They have been working diligently to show, advertise, and negotiate the sale of the 
parsonage over the last year. At this date it has not sold although there are still interested parties. 

 Established Spring and Fall inspections of the heating and air conditioning systems at the North rental        
property. 

 Accepted Merle’s Lawn Care annual contract for the church grounds. 
 Purchased a new microwave for the church kitchen to replace the broken one. 
 Established a no-sort recycling program through Waste Connections of America.  
 Accepted Lee’s Refrigeration annual contract for the preventative maintenance of the heating/cooling system 

in the church upgrading the frequency to twice a year instead of one in an effort to help prolong the life of the 
air handlers and prevent future leaks and problems. 

 
Toward the end of 2013, water began leaking into the sanctuary over the organ. After inspection by Golden Rule 
Roofing, it was determined to be condensation in the attic above the sanctuary and not roof leaks from the  
outside. The condensation freezes and then melts in warmer weather resulting in water dripping into the  
sanctuary. Golden Rule’s plan is to install vents in the attic roof to increase circulation and prevent condensation 
from forming. These repairs are taking place at the time of this writing. 
 

Most recently mold was discovered in the sanctuary underneath the altar platform as a result of water leakage from 
the heating and cooling system. All Care mold experts as well as AQS environmental technicians are  
undertaking the task of evaluating and remediating the affected areas. This work will continue for 4-5 weeks; 
meanwhile we will hold worship services in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
If you have questions or suggestions in regard to any of the Board of Trustees areas of responsibility, please  
contact a board member.  
 

Diane Clark                                    Jim Eitel                                   Angie Fuller                         Gus Gish    
Connie Doehring                         Steve Eberspacher                 Jim Gardner                         Sue Imig   
Jeannie Hecker, secretarty 
 
January 2014 
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15We now have sign up sheets at the welcome center to assist with scheduling ushers, 
greeters and other volunteers for worship services.  Please sign up for the duties and 
dates/times that work best for you.  Thank you! 
  

 

 
In December of this past year the Foundation Board elected new 
officers for 2014.  Outgoing Chair Carla Ketner presided over the 
meeting.  Officers elected for the term of 2014 are: Chairman – 
Tom Gee, Vice Chair – Jack Broderick, Secretary – Lori Shriner 
and the Treasurer is Merlyn Nielsen.  The Board would like to 

thank Carla Ketner for her time on the Board and especially for her leadership this past 
year as our Chairman.  In 2013 with the aid of a strong stock market and diligent   
stewardship we saw good  
results with our Foundation Investments and our year end asset totals exceeded $1.4 
million giving us a gain of 6.4% for the year. 
 

In March the Foundation will sponsor the Adult Mission Trip to Oklahoma City helping 
those impacted by the tornados there this past summer.  Your gifts to the Foundation 
are greatly appreciated and we want to thank all of those that have given in the past.  
These gifts make sponsorships like the Oklahoma Mission Trip possible.  The Foundation 
would also ask that you think about what part you would like to play in this Church’s 
future and consider The Foundation as a means to ensure you participation in this   
ministry well into the future. 
 

If you have any questions about The Foundation or would like to know more about how 
you can make a gift and make a difference please contact anyone on the Board. 
 

On behalf of the Foundation Board 
 

Tom Gee 

   

UMW Mission Work Days: 
 
 

February 22 
March 22 
April 26 

No Work Day in May 
June TBA 
July TBA 

August TBA 
 
 

Phyllis Hronik  643-6077 
 

 

 
 
  

Please stop by the  
Welcome Center and sign up for    

upcoming Ushers, Greeters and other 
opportunities to  

volunteer for Worship  
Services. 

 

Please sign up for the duties and  
dates/times that work best for you.   

 
 

Thank you! 
 
Worship Committee  



 

UMYF 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. for Grades 5-8 

Held in the Church Basement! 

Godparents  
 

Wednesday Evenings 
 

 
Freshman:                                                                                                                 
Aaron and Julie Christensen 
402-643-4879 
 
 

Sophomore:                                                         
Doug and Mary Barker                         
402-643-3383 
 
 

Junior: 
Darrin and Laura Goracke 
402-874-0109 
 
 

Senior:  
Rich and Kelly Wergin 
402-643-4410 

YOUTH NEWS 
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 Bright Beginnings is in 
need of Substitute Teachers. 

 

Only Requirements are: 
 
 

1. Must be at least 18  

2. Good Moral Character! 

3. LOVE KIDS!! 

Bright Beginnings 

 

Daycare Openings: 
 

         
                              Infant Room and  

                      

                               3-5 year old age group. 
 
 

Contact Tracey @ 402-643-2141 
For more Information 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
 

Please remember those who were lifted up in prayer for on-going health  
concerns through the month of January:  
  Jennifer Robbins, Charles Jaudon and Roger Davis. 
  

 Prayers for Roger Davis he has been diagnosed with terminal cancer  
  and is now at Gateway Senior Living. 
        225 N 56th St. 
        Lincoln, NE 68504 
 
Our thoughts and prayers have been with the families at the loss of a loved one:   

 Donald L. Knoell passed away January 3rd with services January 6th. 
 Norma Alice Gates passes January 21, wife of Pastor Charles Gates. 
 Helen M. Sleight-Fozzard passed away January 28 with services February 3. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

There is a Bible study led by Pastor Dale in the 
parlor every Thursday at 9:30 am.   

We are beginning a study written by  
Philip Yancy on the subject of prayer.   
There are no study materials to buy,  

and everyone is welcome! 

WORSHIP OPPORUNITIES 

       Worship Schedule 
 

 

  8:30 a.m.   Blended Worship 
  9:30 a.m.   Sunday School             
10:30 a.m.  Praise Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Fellowship  

 

Watch us on Cable 13 at                  
9:30 p.m. on Sunday and                  

10:00 a.m.  Thursday mornings. 
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15We now have sign up sheets at the wel- come center to as-
sist with scheduling ushers, greeters and other volunteers 

for worship services.  Please sign up for the duties and 
dates/times that work best for you.  Thank you! 

  Waste Connections of Nebraska is proud to announce our new 

No Sort Recycling 
NO SEPARATING REQUIRED ON THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW! 

 
ALUMINUM AND TIN:  We will accept all food and beverage containers (please rinse 
out), formed aluminum containers, aluminum foil, tin cans and aluminum cans. 
 
AEROSOL CANS AND PAINT CANS:  These cans MUST be empty. Paint cans must 
have paint removed. 
 
PAPER:  We will accept newspaper (including advertising supplements), magazines, 
brown grocery bags, telephone books, catalogs, office paper, junk mail and envelopes 
(any type). We accept empty chipboard (example: cereal boxes), wet strength carrier 
stock (example: 12 pack beverage boxes), frozen food packages, juice boxes and  
shredded and shredded paper (must be contained inside a clear plastic bag). 
 
CARDBOARD:  We will accept clean corrugated cardboard boxes or shipping boxes. 
 
PLASTIC:  We will accept #1 thru #7 plastic containers.  To recognize these, please 
look at the bottom of the container for the recycling symbol 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 or on the 
package material.  Please rinse all containers (examples: pop bottles, milk jugs,  
detergent bottles, shampoo and conditioner bottles). 

 
PLEASE - WE DO NOT TAKE 

 
Glass, Styrofoam, rubber bands, soiled paper (example: pizza boxes), 
tissue paper, paper towels, wax coated paper, scrap metal, hazardous 
waste (example: batteries or gasoline containers) or bio-hazardous 
materials (example: needles, syringes, pharmaceutical waste) 
 

We make it easy for you, GREAT for Planet Earth!!! 
Waste Connections of Nebraska 

402-438-4777 

          

Our Church is Recycling!!!  Help Out!! 
The blue Trash Cans is just for Recycled items. 

Details Below on what you Can and Can’t bring. 
All Items must be CLEAN  
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February 8, 2014   8:30 – 1:30 p.m.  
    2014 Ecumenical Legislative Briefing Day 
      (Christ United Methodist Church, Lincoln) 
 
 
Workshops include:  Poverty, Water Wisdom, Human Trafficking,  
Affordable Care Act, Advocacy, Children’s Issues, Immigration,  
Environmental Stewardship, Young Adults as Advocates and  
Alternative Sentencing.  
 
At Door registration is $25.00. 
 
Contact Connie Doehring (402) 643-9207 or cldoehring@me.com for details. 

    

February 1,      Ad Council Meeting, 11:30a.m. 
February 5,      UMW Unit Meeting, 1:30 p.m.  
February 10,      Mission/Outreach Meeting,  7:00 p.m. 
February 10,      Nurture, 7:00 p.m. 
February 10,      SPPRC, 7:00 p.m. 
February 10,      Foundation, 8:00 p.m. (par lor ) 
February 11,      PEO Meeting 6:00 p.m. (par lor ) 
February 11,      Family Nite Parenting Night 6:00 p.m. 

February 12,      Witness Meeting 5:30 p.m. (library) 
February 12,      Confirmation, 6:00 p.m. (par lor   
February 13,       Trustees, 7:00 p.m.  
February 18,     Worship, 7:00 p.m. (library) 
February 20,      Finance, 7:00 p.m.  (par lor ) 
February 20,       Evening Circle, 7:00 p.m. 
February 22,      UMW Work Day (fellowship hall) 
February 24,      Bright Beginnings Board, 6:00 p.m.  
February 26,      UMW Exec. Board Meeting 10:00 a.m. 
February 26,      Confirmation, 6:00 p.m. (par lor ) 
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     With our Thanks 

To the Church Family, 

 Thank you to all who participated in the celebration of the life of 
our mother! A special thank-you to the women of the UMW who donated 

food or helped in some other way with the luncheon. Your generosity is so 
appreciated. 
 
 

Buster, Linda and Steve     The Family of Wanda Miers 
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Paul, a Jew - J Fic by Cecily Phillimore 
 

This historical novel follows the life of Saul from Jerusalem to his home in Tarsus and back again 
as he struggles to maintain his allegiance to Jewish laws and ritual at the time of Christ’s last days 

and following Jesus’s crucifixion. Imagined conversations with other persons, including his  
mentor, Gamaliel, and Barnabas, a followers of Jesus, move to narrative forward. He questions 

the stoning of Stephen but still holds to Jewish practices. The book concludes as he heads toward 

Damascus and his as yet unrealized conversion experience. 
 The author also wrote about Jesus’ ministry in another novel, By and Unknown Disciple. 
 
 

New Books: 263.91 R - Unplug the Christmas Machine by J. Robinson & .J Staeheli - 6 copies 
 92 K - Local Wonders - Seasons in the Bohemian Alps by Ted Koosier (Garland, NE) 

 287 J - The Wesleyan Way by Nebraska UMC Bishop Scott J. Jones 

Book Review 

 
Congratulations to   

New Grandparents 

Duff and Becky Campbell 
 

Anna Faith Hastings 

Team 1: 
Larry Chapman 
Marc Guthrie 
Justin Hemphill 

Team 2: 
Jim McHugh 
Ron Robotham 
Bruce Mavis 

Team 3: 
Darrin Goracke 
John Moody 
Doug Barker 

Team 4: 
Clay Shepherd 
Rod Barth 
Louis Reeder 

Parents: Matt and Lindsey Hastings 
Big Sister: Lilly Hastings 

Snow Teams 
#1 Jan. 26  to Feb. 1 

#2 Feb. 2 to Feb. 8 

#3 Feb. 9 to Feb. 15 

#4 Feb. 16 to Feb. 22 

#1 Feb. 23 to Mar. 1 

#2 Mar. 2 to Mar. 8 

#3 Mar. 9 to Mar. 15 

#4 Mar. 16 to Mar. 22 

#1 Mar. 23 to Mar. 29 

#2 Mar. 30  to Apr. 5 
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Jackson Paul 



 

Risk-Taking Mission 
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A call for Assembly Prayer Shawls & baby blankets 
 

United Methodist knitters and  
crocheters, quilters and other crafters are 

needed to make prayer shawls and baby 

blankets for Assembly.  The items will be 
displayed at the quadrennial event and  

distributed to families and individuals in 
need following Assembly. 

 
 

The Knit Wits are inviting all knitters and  

crocheters to join in making items to send to 
this event before March 1. For more details, 

patterns and YARN check out the United 

Methodist bulletin board or call Sarah Shively. 

 

  BLUE VALLEY  
COMMUNITY ACTION  

PANTRY  
 
 

Collection item for February 
                              

    

United Methodist Women 
Assembly in Louisville, KY. 

April 25-27, 2014 

 Stock up Early if you like!! 
 BVCA Collection Items for 2014 

Jan.   Toothpaste 
Feb.   Tuna 
Mar.  Soap & Shampoo 
Apr.   Soups 
May   Peanut Butter 
Jun.    Paper Towels 
 

Jul.    Kleenex 
Aug.  Pancake Mix 
Sept.  Canned Meats 
Oct.    Canned Fruit 
Nov.   Boxed Meals 
Dec.   Rice 
 

Find something on Sale a few month early?  
Here is the whole list you can purchase and keep 
in your Pantry till the Collection Month arrives!! 
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Thank You for  your Donation! 

 

We raised $243.00  
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

 

 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

March MAILBOX DEADLINE  IS   

Monday February 24, 2013 
 

Submit news by Monday, Feb.24 @ Noon. 
You can e-mail articles to the church at 

umcseward@gmail.com or call Krystel, 
Office Administrator, at 643-4156. 

 

Phone:  402-643-4156; Fax: 402-643-4159 
Email:  umcseward@gmail.com 
Website:  www.sewardumc.org 
Dale Lambert, Pastor; Every Member, Minister 

REMEMBER…Call the 

Church (643-4156) or Pastor Dale

(402-646-9077) if you are going to 

be hospitalized and wish to have              

the Pastor visit. Due to privacy 

laws, hospitals cannot disclose 

information. 

 

Seward United Methodist Church 
 

and 
 

Bright Beginnings 

Local Church Activities 
 

Chair persons for February are: 
 
  

 

 

 
 

 

Sue Curtis 
643-2409 

 
Linda Eberspacher 

761-2325 


