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A Back to School Message

Upcoming
Events
9.4
UMW Unit Meeting —
Friendship Home
9.12
Epworth Village
“Heart of the Matter”
Dinner Fundraiser
9.28
UMW District Meeting
— Lincoln
9.29
Arnold Boldt Birthday
Open House
9.29
Sunday Game Night in
Fellowship Hall

Romans 12:2 Do not conform yourselves to this age but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.
The new school year offers an opportunity to renew the mind by
gaining knowledge and also to renew our spiritual lives. Spend a few
minutes each morning before school (or work) in prayer, asking for
help to discern the will of God for that day. Be attentive to His voice,
guiding you toward actions and thoughts that are pleasing to Him.

It seems to me that for faith in God to be
useful, it needs to be a growing, changing
thing. As we study the Scriptures, pray in
solitude, fellowship with other Christians,
and worship together, we come to new understandings of life and faith. In that way,
faith is a journey.
The Apostle Paul, in his first letter to the
church in Corinth said, “When I was a child,
I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I
reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I
Dear friends,

put away childish ways. (1 Corinthians 13:11)

Life is a journey. We don’t always know
where that journey will lead, but we go on
the journey anyway. Perhaps not knowing
where we are being led is part of what makes
life interesting and joyful.

He goes on to say that we will not be
able to know everything about life and faith
until we see Jesus perfectly at the time of our
death. But in the meantime, pursue our
growth in faith in the hope that we will become all that God has created us to be.

Our faith is also a journey. We don’t
always know where that faith will lead us,
but we know God will not lead us astray.
As individuals, we do not all come to
faith the same way. Some of us were born
into a life of faith. That is, our parents were
people who had faith in God, and our early
learning included learning about God’s love
that we experience through Jesus Christ.
Others have had a sudden awakening to
a life with God. It is as if a flash came in the
night, and they were suddenly aware. Many
of these people can pinpoint when they began their life of faith right down to the hour
and minute.
Still others have come to a gradual
awareness of a God who loves them, and of
the importance of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. They cannot pinpoint when they
became aware because it has been a gradual
process.
For all of us, no matter how we came to
faith, it is what we do with faith once we
know we have faith that counts. Do we dig it
out of the closet on Sunday morning, or do
we live it all day, every day?

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
was fond of saying that we will go on to perfection in love in this life as we pursue our
faith with a passion. His assumption was that
we would spend time together reading Scripture, praying, in fellowship, worshiping together, and reaching out to others with love.
As we do this we are living what the
early Christians called ‘the way’. As we live
in ‘the way’ we serve as witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus, and others experience the
love of God through us.
Let us continue our journey together.
Let us be deliberate about our faith. Let us be
witnesses to the joy of the resurrection by
living the way of Jesus.
In Christ’s service,

Pastor Dale Lambert
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Nurture—Parlor
7:00 p.m.
SPRC—Parlor
7:00 p.m.
Quilters
9:00 a.m.
UMW Exec Meeting
10:30 a.m.
UMW Unit Meeting
1:30 p.m.
Foundation
7:00 p.m.
Finance—Parlor
7:00 p.m.
Mission/Outreach
7:00 p.m.
Trustees
7:00 p.m.
Knit Wits
11:30 a.m.
Newsletter Deadline
Bright Beginnings—Parlor
5:30 p.m.
Fold Newsletter
UMW District Meeting in Lincoln

Birthday Open House
Sunday, September 29, 2013
Honoring Arnold Boldt
From 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Harvest Hall, Seward
Come help Arnold celebrate!

Heartwarming Worship
Can’t Be in Worship? Watch us
on Cable 13 at 9:30 p.m. on Sunday
and 10:00 a.m. on Thursday
mornings.

Worship Schedule
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Fellowship between services
10:30 a.m. Worship
Fellowship after services

Rides to Worship are available to those who are unable to drive. If you
would like a ride, please call the church office (402-643-4156). We can have a
driver contact you to make arrangements.

World Communion Sunday
— October 6th — On this
Sunday, please plan to join us for a
“breaking the bread” fellowship after each service. As the date draws
closer, watch for announcements and a sign up sheet for providing
bread, homemade jams, flavored butters, etc. If you have any
questions or want to hear more, contact a member of the Worship
committee or the Mission/Outreach committee.

Risk Taking Missions
BLUE VALLEY COMMUNITY
ACTION PANTRY
Collection item for September
PANCAKE MIX

KNIT WITS

Thank you for your contribution!

The Knit Wits will be meeting once a
month, every third Wednesday at
11:30 a.m. Please notify a member if
you have a need for a shawl or you know
of someone who can use a shawl for
extra comfort. Call Sarah Shively with
questions. (402-643-3036)

Fair Trade: Better Roads, Better Health, Better Lives
Why Fair Trade is Important —

UMCOR Coffee Project

Fair trade addresses one of the root causes of
hunger and poverty: inequality in the market
place. Simply put, fair trade enables small
farmers to sell their crops for a fair price. The
fair trade system allows farmers to earn a stable
and fair price for their crops, affordable credit, a
direct relationship with buyers, and sustainable
agriculture support.

The UMCOR Coffee Project links congregations
with small farmers and their families through
fair trade. It helps people in need while enjoying
fellowship and an excellent cup of coffee. As
Christians we can address a consumer dilemma
by buying goods that are fairly traded. United
Methodist congregations that participate are supporting practices which help farmers in Latin
America, Africa and Asia earn a fairer share of
income, obtain access to credit and technical
support, and gain a trading partner they can trust
— a fair trade organization called
Equal Exchange. http://equalexchange.coop/

Stop by the All Season’s Bazaar on October 19 and try a cup of fair trade coffee in the Coffee Shop!

Welcome Krystel Nabor —
We are pleased to welcome Krystel Nabor to the staff of Seward United Methodist
Church. She will begin in the office September 12. Krystel is a member of our
church, and married to John Nabor. They have three children:
Kathryn (kindergarten), Lily (age 2) and Jaden (6 months).

Library Corner—Only four members have responded to last month’s survey
of use of the church library. The vast silence sends a message of its own. All four respondents
offered the use of a typewriter to create cards for the many books that have not been previously
cataloged. But the silence challenges the reason for doing so.
One person said he used the library many years ago when he was involved in Christian
education, but he hasn’t used it in recent years. Another respondent said she uses the library
occasionally and suggested the library needs some new books—she has several to donate.
A third respondent said she had attended meetings in the library but had never checked out
a book. She uses the vastly superior collection in the public library. She suggested book reviews
might encourage more use of church library materials. Successive Corners will test this theory.
- Cliff Lowell

Shannon Robotham and the Bright Beginnings Child
Development Center Board of Directors Announce
“Shannon Robotham has chosen to leave employment with Bright Beginnings Child Development Center (BBCDC) for personal reasons. As she is a new mother with a family, she is seeking employment with an organization that offers additional insurance benefits.
“This was a difficult decision to make as she continues to have a passion for
children, families and the Bright Beginnings CDC. However, at the time, she feels that it is the
best decision for her and her family. She hopes to continue involvement in the Seward United
Methodist Church in other ways.”
The BBCDC Board of Directors has accepted Shannon’s resignation and only wish Shannon,
Wess and their family the very best.

Bright Beginnings
“WELCOME TO BRIGHT BEGINNINGS” These words have been
spoken often at the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year here at the
Bright Beginnings Child Development Center!!!
Welcome !! to the Svoboda and
Swanson families and to Cole and
Nora who are joining our Bright
Beginnings Family.

Welcome Back ! to our students who
were home for the summer!

Welcome Back ! to Sarah Smith,
our part-time staff member, who
was away this summer, but who has
returned to care for our After
School youngsters. Sarah is a
Concordia University junior
majoring in music.
Welcome !! to Sydney Wild and
Cheyenne Hallsberg who are
Seward High School students who
volunteer as a part of their
classwork.

We want to thank our friend, Jim
Eitel, for the new coat rack in the hall
and to the Board members who have
been helping get the classrooms and
office ready for the new school year.

Fellowship Update
The Administrative Council
recently solicited volunteers to form
an ad hoc committee to discuss the
future of Sunday fellowship. That
group, consisting of Virginia Frasier,
Tepricia Reeder, Nancy Eitel, Daina
Cepure and Jack Clark met with
Mark Guthrie and Christina Chapman
on July 28th to brainstorm what
fellowship should be in the future.
They discussed many ideas and met a
second time the following evening.
They unanimously agree that
having fellowship is one of the
missions of the church and accordingly, they believe that it should
occur after each service. The
following are some of the ideas
they came up with:
They recommend that the Administrative Council form a permanent
committee to oversee fellowship to
ensure it occurs each Sunday and
after both services. That committee would be filled by the Nominating Committee and function
like any other committee in the
church.
To encourage more members to
participate in sponsoring fellowship,
they discussed ways to make it
simpler and perhaps less stressful.
One idea they came up with was to
have one individual sign up for a
month at a time, to come to the
church at 8:00 a.m. each Sunday and
start the coffee and make the tea and
lemonade. That would take the pressure off those who might shy away
from dealing with the large coffee
pots. It would also allow them to
come to the church later, just in time
to serve their treats. They also agreed
that one of the Fellowship Committee
members would offer to assist with
fellowship for those that have never
volunteered to sponsor one in the
past. They want to encourage everyone to feel comfortable in volunteer-

ing to sponsor a fellowship so that the
same small group of people currently
providing fellowship doesn’t have to
do it quite as often.
A new fellowship signup sheet would
be developed to allow others not
actually sponsoring fellowship to sign
up to assist without having to bring
food items. That would be another
way to learn about providing fellowship without actually having the

no one should feel obligated to put
money in the basket to enjoy fellowship. The money that is collected
goes into the kitchen budget to help
pay for the coffee and consumables;
donations are welcome but not
required.
They discussed having a Cookie
Sunday where everyone who desired
could bring a plate of cookies and the
leftovers would be frozen and used in
subsequent weeks.
They discussed using glass and
china vice paper and styrofoam
and decided that that decision
should be left to the individuals
that sponsor fellowship for that
Sunday.
They also want to encourage all
members of the congregation to
invite newcomers to attend
fellowship.

responsibility. Additionally, the new
signup sheet will allow sponsors to
sign up for either the early service or
the second service. However, they
hoped that most would sign to do
both services to make it simpler yet.
They also discussed the items provided can be as simple as cookies,
coffee and juice. No one should feel
intimidated by what they offer. Some
members in the past went to a lot of
trouble making all sorts of cookies,
cakes, etc. Fellowship is about getting
together and visiting, not about impressing each other with our cooking
and baking skills. A trip to Sams or
Walmart can more than adequately
supply the items you would serve if
you aren’t into baking or don’t have
the time to.
Fellowship has traditionally set out a
free will offering basket. However,

The “ad hoc” committee would
like to thank all of you that provided
feedback following the August 25th
fellowship. We encourage anyone
that has an idea of how to make the
weekly fellowship even better, please
contact one of the committee
members.
If you attend the early service on a
regular basis, you might consider
volunteering to come in a few minutes earlier each week and make the
coffee and lemonade. You would be
responsible for one month and complete instructions will be provided to
ensure consistency in the drinks.
Look for the signup sheet at the
welcome center.
Please come and enjoy fellowship.
Signed, the Fellowship “ad hoc”
Committee

United Methodist Women
Did you know?

United Methodist Women

United Methodist Women is
the largest denominational
faith organization for women
with approximately 800,000
members whose mission is
fostering spiritual growth,
developing leaders and
advocating for justice. Our
Seward United Methodist
Church has an active UMW
organization and we invite all
women to become involved in
its mission and purpose.

UMW Upcoming Events
September 4th
Unit Meeting — 1:30 p.m.
Friendship Home — Lincoln

October 2nd
Unit Meeting — 1:30 p.m.
“The People of Roma”

September 12th
“Heart of the Matter” Dinner
Fundraiser for Epworth Village

October 11-12th
Nebraska UMW Annual
Meeting—Kearney, NE

September 28th
Blue River District Meeting
Lincoln, NE

October 19th
Annual UMW Four Seasons
Bazaar — Fellowship Hall

Study Groups
“The Wesleyan Way” Study
Starting September 8, a short-term study of “The Wesleyan
Way” will be offered during the Sunday School hour. This
is a new study written by our Bishop, Scott Jones. It is a
look at our Wesleyan heritage and how it informs our lives
as Christians. Together, we will explore what it means to be
a follower of Christ as a United Methodist. Nancy Lambert
is the leader of this study. If you are interested, please call
the church office or Nancy at 646-9077 or send her a text at
308-830-2784. Books cost $10.50 and may be picked up in
the office. Please read the "invitation" and Chapter 1 before
September 8.

The Monday Night Bible Study

Thursday Morning Bible Study

is completing the first five books of the
Bible. Joshua follows.

Pastor Dale will meet with those interested in
a Thursday morning Bible study in the Parlor
at 9:30 a.m. on September 5. If you are
interested please come and share your ideas.

New members are welcome. We meet at
7:30 p.m. in the church basement.

Confirmation Class
Pastor Dale will be sending letters to
students who are eligible for confirmation
and their parents shortly after Labor Day.
We will meet to discuss the format of the
class and its requirements. Please watch
your mail inviting you to this important
meeting.

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
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REMEMBER…Call the
Church (643-4156) if you are
going to be hospitalized and
wish to have the Pastor visit.
Due to privacy laws, hospitals
cannot disclose information.

OCTOBER MAILBOX DEADLINE IS
Friday, September 20th.
Submit your news by September 20th to be
included in the October newsletter.
You can e-mail articles to the church at
umcseward@gmail.com,
or drop it off at the church office.

Seward United Methodist Church
and
Bright Beginnings
Local Church Activities
Chair persons for
September are:
Sue Dickinson (643-3457)
Maxine Moore (643-6544)

